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LETTERS 
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HfiS. CJRTEB TO MRS. T'ESBY. 



LETTieilS 



jrkoM 



MRS, CARTER TO MRS. VESHY* 



LETTER L. 

Glarges Street, Jan. S,- 1770. 

Your Letter, liiy dear Mrs. Vesey, which 

was kindly intended to reach pie before I left Deal^ 
did riot arrive till some days after I got here, which, 
will make my excuses for its appearing less eXpedi^ 
tious than usual- Vou did riot believe yourself* 
when you talked of your irnag^ being jostled out 
6{ its place. I am sure you would not love me^ 
^ I hope you do^ if you could suppose X suf-^ 
fered ariy attention to my present friends to en- 
croach on the rights of the absent Did you ever^ 
experience any such instance during the whole tim« 
that you have known me? 

TOL. IV. B 1 must 



r 
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I must answer your kind enquiries about the sub^ 
ject so near my heart, and can answer them with 
more comfort than I expected or hoped* I found 
my dear and invaluable friend, I thank God, upon 
the whole much better thah from the accounts I 
had received I had reason to expect The most 
alarming, and what the physicians pronounced the 
most incurable part of her disorder is in such a 
state as may admit, I hope, of her living many 
years with a small tiegree of suffering ; so that if 
she can regain her strength, and recover the use of 
her limbs, her life, which is so great a blessing to 
her friends, will not, I hope, be burdensome to 
herself; though I am persuaded she must have felt 
disappbintiBd at being called back from that heaven, 
0^ which a few weeks ago she was so nearly within 
view. 

Though it may not often be safe for t\vo such 
visionaries as yoii and me to differ from the unso- 
phisticated good sense of Mrs. Handcock, I think 
we may be justified in our taste for the solemn con- 
Cert of howling winds and dashing waves. The 
itide and boisterous elements are certiainly of as 
real use in the general system as those of a more 
gentle and placid teijrper; and besides the wise 
purposes which they answer with regard to inani- 
mate creation, it is certainly a subject of high ad- 
miration and gratitude to consider in what an ua- 

cxpli- 



explicable mannet they are adapfedl to amuse the 
imagination by various kinds of delight, and Uf 
mend the heart by various kinds of feelings. The 
gracious Author of our being seems, in compassion 
to oui* weak and imperfect virtue, to have furnished 
it with an adventitious and exterrtal aid, evenr from 
those objects which appear to have no natural con- 
nection with it. For the satisfying of Mr&. Hand- 
cock's conscience, and to procure lier indulgence ta 
our taste, pray remind her that in all probability 
people would not be so good even as they are if we 
had only " perpetual calms and cloudless skies.'^ 
Amidst the gay and smiling scenes of nature our 
minds arc engaged in an attention to ouf c^Vn en- 
joyments ; amidst the unrelenting storm and de- 
solating torrent, our hearts are awed and softened 
to a tender sensibility of the wants and distreses of 
dthers. 

As Mrs. Montagu talks of writing to you very 
soon, I imagine she wU . give yoti an account of 
how well she is , she is indeed better than 1 have 
known her for years. I hope this wicked t^wn 
will not undo all that she has acquired since last 
antwmn. Mrs- J. Pitt is much better than when I 
saw her at Sunning Hill, and Mrs- Dunbaf camnot 
gist rid of her nervous complaints. Mr. Dgnbar 
has parted with Lovel Farm^ which I cannot help 
legretting, as it seemed so perfectly wdi adapted 

bS tf 
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to Mrs. Dunbar's mind. But she does not seem 
to quit it with any reluctance. The coach is at 
the door, so adieu, my dear Mrs. Vesey. My love 
to Mrs. Handcock. Pray let me hear from you 
soon, and tell me how you do, and what you do, 
and what you thinL God bless you ! 



LETTER LI. 

Clarges Street, JV^.* 13, 1/70. 

It was not till yesterday, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, I received your kind enquiry after me. I 
am greatly obliged to you for the solicitude you ex*^ 
press about me, and I ought not to delay giving 
you 3ome! account of myself. Do not be uneasy 
for me ; I shall do very well. Never did my mind 
feel a more peaceful calm, than, I thank God, it 
enjoys at present. My spirits indeed are not lively, 
nor can I yet bear mixed companies; but I 'do not 
withdraw myself from the society of my fiiends; 

* 

* Mrs. Carter's Letter, giving an account pf Miss TalbotV 
death, is published page 27f of her Memoirs, /quarto edkion; 
and likewise at the coivclusion of the Letters between Miss 
Talbot and Mrs. Carter in this coUcctioiu 

and 



End though I am not capable of any high degree of 
pleasure, my thoughts are perfectly awake to the 
innumeraJble and unmerited blessings which I eri- 
joy, and I hope no deprivation will ever make me 
forget how sensibly I should feel the loss of any of 
those which remain. Under these restrictions t 
believe you will not accuse me of indulging any 
unreasonable grief, by fixing my attention as much 
as possible on the dear object who has engaged it 
for so long a course of years. While she was in a 
mortal state I was accustomed to look up to her as 
the most perfect pattern of goodness I ever knew ; 
and now my thoughts pursue her into the world of 
glorified spirits with more awful impressions : and 
I cannot help considering her sometimes as more 
present to my mind than when the veil of corporeal 
obstruction confused her view, Thiere is no de- 
scribing the various sentiments with which this ide& 
strikes me — From tha whole of what I feel on this 
affecting subject, I find reason for thankfulness to 
Him who ^* gives and takes away/' with equal 
goodness to all, whose inconsiderate folly does not 
counteract and disappoint the gracious purpose of 
all his various dispensations, to the children of 
men. Pray for me, my dear Mrs. Vesey, that I 

may not incur this guilt. 1 have been laying 

open my internal state in a very unreserved manner : 
it will at least help you to discover that though I 
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MQ deeply atfected my mind is not unhappy ; and 
at this I know you will l^indly rejoice. You hava 
too niiuch feeling, I am sure, not to be pleased to 
bear that poor Mrs. Talbot submits to her affliction 
with perfect resigpation, and is wonderfuljy sup- 
ported under it . 

I have the pleasure to inform you Mrs. Dunbar 
Is »>uch better, and has not anyone consumptive 
symptom ; her disorder is on her nerves ; she is 
very little fallen away, and accompanies Mrs. J. 
Pitt this evening to a very large party at Mrs.' Mou* 
tagu's : Mr. Dunbar is in search of a better bouse, 
but en attendant tliey seem very happy iq South 
Street. Mrs. Montagu continues upon the whole 
in better health than usual, but I fear will be hurt 
by the fatigues of the winter^ Fashionable life is a 
hard service, and when once people are engaged in 
it, the, dismission I suppose is not very easily pro- 
cured. 

Never was there a n;ipre, true position than your's^ 

that ** few people give tl^remselvestime to be friends," 
IB natural consequence of a more general maxiO), 
that few people give themselves time to be as wise„ 
as good, and happy^ as Heaven designed them evm 
IP the pr^eiit mortal stat^. 
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LETTER Lil. 
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Ctoges Street, Feb. gS^ 1770.- 



, , ; Before this time, my 4^ax Mrs.Vesey, 
I jiipaagine j:9u inu^t have received two Letjlers from 
me, writ ^ce that which I ha,d from you directed 
to Peiil. I b^Uevi^ tha^ in both, and I agi sur^ t 
^id j# oi;i^ mentic^i Mrs. Dunhar, bujt I papfijit 
fofibfifff answepng your Note, which Mrs. Mc^t^a^ 
gay,$ ^e lajst night, for fear you should^injij^^|J 
^r^.ijs, any fidjljejr^tigo f9r the wpr^fi^ - Mrs. I)ai}b?!f 
1^ qer^inlyi fe?!tter,.,but nwyq^ di3ord^3 ,h?|flg.%^ 
on hanf|,^JU5^ ^lajre w,9i5^i ie>;perienqe, and-^f^ .^ 
most miserable state of suffering; but I met her 
y^t^i^ at liady F. dConkgsby's^ appeariogivery 
tolerable; she builds her topes of recover^ oft 
warm weather and sea bathing, and there is a great 
probability tliat she conjectures right Mrs. Mon- 
tagu continues in better health than I almost ever 
remember her. Our friends in Arlbgton Street are 
likewise well. I dined and spent a very quiet even- 
ing there on Tuesday, in a very small company* 
Indeed my spirits are by no means equal to a large 
one. 

What 



What a lesson to ambition, if amLition could 
jfeel, is the rapid progress of our late Chancellor *, 
from his exaltation to his grave ! He refused the 
seals on Wednesday morning, accepted them oi^ 
Wednesday night, was Jaken ill on Thursday, and 
was d?ad before Saturday night ! 
' ' Pray* direct your Letters to myself; for if you 
(enclose them to our dear carefeiss friend, they 
sometimes lie several days quietly in her dressingr 
FObrifj, |?ef(Jre she thinks of giving them to me. 
And tell me \n youi: next whether I may' enclose 
yQUrs to Mr. Vesey, for I do not understand the 
extent ot^dnr privileges. Adieii;- my pooi* head 
will liold oat no longer, than while 1 isehd my 
afietfiohate love to Mrs/ Handcb^^^ ai^Kf beg to havi^ 
%e pleasure t)f hesurihg^flxim ydu Veiy sook'^-^ 

ITDrl^LiV^i^Q (;ix4^m$t|mp^ of this ete)it ajre ftu^cien^fy pii^li(:| 



4 ' . ' r . 






i i...'' . '"N i. 



.V . I 



1 ;'/0 l-.,>i '!- 1 f; 'j i\ . • •■;■■': . ■• r-- .> 












^' . ... .-i 






'j'.X 



» ' 



• • ■« 






X,£TT£|^ 



' LETTER LIII. 

Ctegcs Street, iWtfrot 3, 1770. 

I HOPE, my dear Mrs. Vesey, that the 
enclosed drawing and the description will give you 
an idea-of Miss FinchVdress, tliough it ^ould be 
utterly unintelligible to mc^ from uiy total ignorance 
of the subject. As there was some time necessary 
for adjusting th^^^jfairj^-itwagijot^ possible for me 
to be more expeditious, though Miss Freame was 
60 "goo^ v^ -to m^te «m imaginable dispatch in pro* 
curing all the materials and assistances requisite for 
^ying as complete an idea as might be. 

I wrote to yoii abdut a fortnight ago, but I fancy 
you had 'not received my Letter when your's wa» 
writ. ' "^ou are wisdf in tbe 'conduct of your rage 
for atiiasfements in Irelatid, than we ar-e here, as 
you certainly avoid some Iriconteniencies by having 
your' habit balls 'Ivithoiit masques. Nothing but 
such a concealment could have encouraged a scan- 
dalous Msiilt on 'the ' tx)rapany in thie last masque- 
rade, fi^oiii some \frifetch or t)the'r who appeared in 
a dress, which was contrived to represent no dress 
at all 2 and is said to have been extremely inde^ 
jpen}:. • * ■*■ '' '■' V. ■ 

I have 



\ 



I have so miserable a fit of the bead-ache that 
writing is extremely painful to me ; but I cannot 
conclude without giving you the pleasure of know- 
ing that the Essay on Sh^espisar g^es on acquiring 
an encreasing reputation, instead of losing any 
thing of its first aditiiratiori. 
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LETTER LIV. 
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- i Clarges Street/ 3fflrcA 31^ 1770. 

• r 

I FEEL unquiet, my dear Mrs. Vesey, at 
iuwripglpnger than vsual cjiefiprr^d thinking ypu for 
your Letter, but my unfortup^te bead has made 
ine so ihdqlent that it is with great reluctance I 
take jap my pen; and it is uwch encteased by the 
utter incapacity I feel of writing any thing worth 
reading^ — But it is always worth an exertion to pre* 
yj^nt the solicitude of an absent friend, and tberc'- 
fore, for fear you shpuld th^nk me worse than I 
leaiUy am, I am det^mined to^ defer virriting no 
longer. 

I am ^d the drawing reached ypu in propel 
time, and answered your purpose, I know not of 

any 
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My drawing or print of Miss F^ich in Mis» 
Freame's possession. But however, you will pro^ 
jbably soon have an opportunity of applying mth 9 
mighty good grace to herself, as th^ said Mis$ 
freame is shortly to become your cousin, 0u which 
I congratulate you. Mr. Daw3on s lot seems tp b^ 
most singularly favourably in fixilig on the person 
who of all others appears quaHfied t^ supply tQ 
him, so far as it possibly c^ri be supplied, tlite dlsr 
tii]^uish&d exc§Uepce of that angei h^ has lost^ If 
It high djBgree of good sense,, the rightist prkaciplei^ 
ft jij^ JostSigination, ^ elegant l^aste^ aind g^eat 
^weeta^ss pf temper can majke him Ij^ppy^ J aoi 
persuaded he will find them all in Mjbs Frie^nie^ 
AU the family in geiieral, and Lady Louisa Clayt^ii 
in- particular, seems extremely well pleased with 
tfaiis event; she has been in town sonae tim^ >anA 
is v^iry agreeajbly engaged in nursing her sweet liiUe 
g^, who mras hern about thuee n^^eks ago. 

Our dear Mrs. Mbntagu has >heen illofvher old 
eompiajut, but after a week's confinement i is agaim 
moving in a gay circle^ till exertion and over fa* 
l^ip lays her up again; her strength is not equal to 
her s^Murits, and the continual round of dissipation 
fihe lives in ; but it is in vain to talk to her, aj^id 
#ne can ionly hope the summer iquiet will give her 
itrength Ifor the next winter s campaign. 

I rejoice 



IS 

I rejoice in the prospect of seeing you in Bolton* 
row next January, when I hope I shall be more 
capable of enjoying your society, than I shobld 
have been in the dark months of this- last Melan- 
choly winter. It is without any of the regret that 
one usually feels from the prospect of a.' general 
dispersion, that I see the season advancing that 
will consign' me to the solitude and retirement, 
Yrhere I hope to regain that cheerfulness of spirits 
and capacity of being pleased and amused, which 
I find it so difficult ever to acquire in my present 
situation. By some means or other I have -seen less 
this year than usual of the people whom I the most 
wish to see, except in general company: and the 
uninteresting scenes of mixed society have been 
insipid and tiresome to me to the highest degree. 
The convereation of a .friend ia every disposition 
does one good ; but thelieart must be. perfectly at 
ease to enable one to receive any amusement from 
the general topics of the world. . Yet do not ima- 
gine for this reason I shut myself, up ; for indeed I 
go on with my usual tr^in de vie, am thankful 
whenever I can find my attention agreeably en-* 
jgaged, and contented with my ennui when I am 
not. 

Mrs. J. Pitt and Mrs. Ch. Fielding have been 
with me this morning, and I have another Lettfsr to 

writq 



13 

tvrite before I set out to Spring-gardens, where t 
am to dine, so I m^ist conclude when I have sent 
my affectionate love to Mrs. Handcock, and told 
you a second edition of the Essay is printing. 



LETTER LV. 

Clarges Street, -4;?n7 28, 1770* 

It was exceedingly kind in you, my dear 
Mrs. Vesey, to give me the pleasure of hearing 
from you so expeditiously, and my conscience will 
not be at rest till I have thanked you for it. I'anji 
much obliged to you for your anxiety about the 
effect which my solitude may have on my spirits, 
but I believe I may venture to assure you that it 
will be far from doing me any harm ; indeed my 
own apprehension is, that I shall be less retired 
than I could wish, as there will b^ so much do* 
mestic business for me as must engage more of my 
time and thoughts than my inclination would chuse 
to allow them. My two damsels have behaved so 
wickedly during my absence, that no consideration 
of my own ease ought to prevent my parting with 

them; 
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tiiem; .and I am looking out for two others to 
supply their place, who know to one earthly thing 
but how to speak truth and do as they are bid. 
One such prize I have found, and am watching for 
another equally ignorant. So 3'ou may easily ima- 
^ne I shall have too much employment, first in 
teaching myself, and next in teaching diem the art 
and mystery of their business, to allow me to think 
of making any excursions this summer. - 1 ought 
to feel the less reluctance at the task which lies be- 
fore me, as I have so little power of application 
for any crtudies that would be more amusing ; and I 
take pleasure in the thought of endeavouring at 
least to make two human creatures useful and happy, 
tior am I discouraged by any former want of suc- 
cess ; the trial is always a duty, and with success 
t have nothing to do. 

1 cannot give you any very new intelligence of 
Mrs, Ann Pitt, as I have not seen her lately. I 
passed an evening with her the-k-tHe some time 
figo in town,, and have since spent a day with her 
at Knightsbridgp ; she then looked better than I 
had seen her, but her appeai'ance is so much al- 
tered that It would strike you greatly. In general 
her health is, I fear, in an uncomfortable way. It 
must give you pleasure to feel the return of your 
i^ajtural disposition towards her. I hope she is in 
tio danger; but even if she was, any pain which 

ft you 



you might suffer for her loss would be SK^ftened hj 
the consciousness of having, before it was too late^ 
felt those kind and friendly affections, which I be* 
lieve every good mind will think, in whatever ;^tate 
of alienation those with whom we have been once 
connected leave the world, to have been always 
their due, the moment that all possibility is lost of 
their offending no more. 

I am sure you was greatly shocked at the death 
of poor Miss Luttrel after so abort an illness^ 
There is something very striking in the reflections^ 
which arise on considering the tumultuous fi^eHi^ 
of a humaix soul, which finds itself hurrying away 
from the warm pursuits of gay unthinking life h>tt» 
the cold air and solitary abode of the grave^ where k 
discovers nothing congenial to its own happiness. In 
the exercise of tnttilcctual talents, in the^friendiy and 
virtuous Jiflfectixmis of the heart, inlhe sublim^ed to3 
noble amusements of delicate and refined imagination^ 
the mind looks forward with a cheerful expectation 
that every object of reasonable pleasure will subsist 
through every change of existence. But when death 
orice drops the curtain on the harlequin farce of 
versatile unmeaning folly, all hope of any futures 
representation is for ever lost 

Tou would have had this Letter some days 
si;)oner, but an attack of feverish head-ache has ab-* 
acutely disqualififed me for writing* I am better 

to-day, 
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to-day, and hope to have finished before Mrs. Mon« 
tegu calls for mty as we are going to dme with Mrs- 
Pulteney. 1 have told Mrs. Montagti your pa- 
thetic lamentations on her silence, to which 1 hope 
she will pay due attention; but indeed between 
company and Lettets of business, she is extremely 
harassed. - I hope before this reaches you Mr. and 
Mrs. Dunbar will be safely arrived. 1 rejoice in 
this favourable wind and fine weatlier, which will 
waft them over to-day. Mrs. J. Pitt is very well ; 
she and I have formed a delectable scheme of visit- 
ing some of the venerable remains of ancient mag- 
nificence in London. Pendez vous, ma ch^re amie, 
car voila des spectacles, et vous n*y serez pas *. 
Adieu ! 'Heaven bless you/ and let me hear firom 
you soon. 

, * probably alluding to thi§ well-known Letter of Henry IV. 
of France to the brave Grillon, ^^ Pends toi, brave Gnllon^ 
nous aTons combattns a Arques, & tu n'y etois pas.'' 4 
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LETTER LVr. 

Deal, Jd^ 21, 1770. 

Though- I painfully feel and lament my 
own inactivity, do not allege it as an excuse for. 
your silence, my dear Mrs. Vesey, that you find 
thi^t for any considerable time it ever prevents my 
writing to you. I heartily grieve to find you have 
suffered so much from your apprehensions about 
dear good Mrs. Handcock, though I hope they arose 
more from the quick alarm to which every strong 
affection is so liable, than from any real danger of 
those consequences which presented themselves to 
y<^ur imagination. When your spirits have, reco- 
vered their late attack, I hope you will be able to 
consider Mrs. Handcock'? illness as a terror that is 
pa^t, ajid i^ot, as jou seem to do, as a particular 
warnipg of ^ny thing future. The very condition 
of mprt£^Uty indQ^ v^ a general warning against any 
absolute se€;uFity in any enjoyment liable tp the 
hourly deprivations of a changing world. But 
while the blessipgs which are allotted us carry ng 
Itpparent symptoms of danger, it is certainly both ouf 
interest and our duty to enjoy them with cheerfulness 
and gratitude^ and submit their continuance to tbp 
yoL* IV. C decision 
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decision of Heaven, instead of forming any painful 
conjectures about Jt from our own visionary imagi- 
nation. It is surely strongly and unnecessarily tor- 
menting • ourselves to cloiid^tHe lustre and disturb 
the. enjoyment of an actual fine day by conjuring 
up the ideal horrors of a storm. 

I am vexed and disappointed ^to find you have 
seen so little of Lady D^rtrey, as I had set iriy 
heart on your becoming acquainted ^\ ith a cha- 

« 

racter, which to be esteemed and loved needs' difily 
to be known. '. '. • . ' 

With regard to the hiirryihg departure which 
you mention, I am perfectly persuaded that the 
person in question has not -the . least terror ' of 
any apparition^ Vind that the circumstance you rch 
gret has no other foundation than merely the na^ 
tural restlessness of an unhappy nervouB' consti^ 
tution. ' - ^ '^ ^ 

Our dear Mrs. Montagu is got into Northumbi^r- 
land after a wet unpleasant journey, ^a^iiig wbidi. 
she was not ktr all well, from' ^om<e reftirn'of her 
bilious disorder. It was ha^p]^ She had this attack 
whilfe she was* at Hagley, awdiiot ^t an inn. Shfe 
writes mie word she i^ no^ wclL ' Mts. *Gtepdne is 
with her, at' which 1 am mxich pleased, for witfc 
her uncertain health it ^btild Ibe el'c*e^siv6ly un^ 
comfortable to be at switch 'a distance without' a 
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, If it. is the head-ache that has preserved me from = 
the love of t kings , my friertds, so far as they can 
find me of any consequence, have reason to think 
themselves obliged to it, as it gives them so undi- 
vided a, possession of my heart Perhaps too. I* 
may claim some little merit with them for not re- 
gretting my unsophisticated attachment to them, in 
spite of what I must sometimes feel in not con- 
versing with the world upon equal terms. 

You rejoice me by your intelligence that Mn 
Dunbar is not likely to pass .any considerable part 
of his time in Ireland. Fye upon you for whistling 
and smging our dear Mrs. Dunbar, and perhaps 
yourself^ into a cold ! There ha3 been scarcely a 
diEiy in this country fit for ^uch a station as you de- 
scribe. It is true the sun is hi^ and the trees are 
green, but the air is chilling and ungenial, and 
tiiere is nothing like the feeling of summer* As ta 
your enquiries of how I do ? and what I think ? I 
do like any one who every day feels increasing symp-* 
toms of the depredations of time on a shattered 
machine ; and I endeavour to think such thoughts 
as befit such a discovery *•• Adieu, my dear Mrs* 

: s ^ 

^ Curantem qtiicquid dignum sapiente bonoqi est. 

Hoiu 

For th« repfy of Isoctates to the sam^ question tee Letter 
XXL 

c S Vesey. 
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Vescy. I hope you threw in something like' a 
doubt about your conning to England, merely to 
quicken my wishes, which was by no means he- 
cefisary. My affectionate love and best wishes of 
a speedy and perfect recovery to Mrs. Handcock. 



LETTER LVII. 

Deal, Sept. 10, 1770. 

As the gentle Naiads seem so much more 
congenial to yoiir constitution, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
than the boisterous Cyclops, I hope your recourse 
to their stream will be attended with success, and 
a)nfute the reasonings of the doctor. Indeed it 
grieves rne to find that your anxiety for Mrs. 
Handcock was no sooner over than you was at- 
tacked hy a pain of your own. But such are the 
charices of this " work*a-day woiid !" We ofkea 
feel that health which we cannot enjoy from our 

concern for those we love ; on the other hand, as 

> 

soon as our heart is at ease for others, we are 
discomposed, perhaps, by some painful atten- 
tion to ourselves. Thus passes life in an alterna« 

tton 
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tion of private and of social suffering ; and yet so 
U'onderful and so riierciful is the composition of our 
existence, tliat innumerable pleasures find a place 
amidst the evils of mortality, and, upon the whoFe, 
M'e suffer only just enough to reconcile tis to tlie 
limits of our present dumtion, and to extend our 
views to futurity. 

How much do I feel myself obliged to you for 
wishing so kindly that I might share your charming 
morning scene of the river ; yet I think I would 
rather choose to meet you in the more solemn re- 
treat, where the moonlight gleams through the 
gothic window. I hope you will tiansport your- 
self on one of tlie beams to return, my visit on the 
sea-shore, where the moon forms a scene equaljy 
solemn, though in a different style, and I believe 
you would find the soft murmurs of the ebbing 
waves as musically soothing as the whispers of your 
trees. I was heartily sorry for what you must feel 
from the apprehensions of losing so suddenly ar^ 
person of whom you speak with so iquch kindness 
and affection ; I hope, however, the favourable al- 
teration continued, and that by this time the danger 
is past. 

jVIiss Finch desires her best compliments, and 
thanks for your kind enquiries. I-.ady Chailotte 
brought her hither jibout a month ago to bathe in 

the 
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the sea for a weakness of nerves, which has pro- 
bably been rendered worse by the very long and fa« 
tiguing walks she took when she was abroad. Lady 
Charlotte staid here about ten days, and then left 
this dear deposit to my charge, I flatter myself 
she is better than when she came, and, I thank 
(jrod, there are no symptoms of that disorder which 
has been 30 fatal in the family. As well from my 
own inclination, as from my promise to Lady Char- 
lotte, I give up my whole time and attention to her, 
ftnd shall think myself extremely happy if I can be 

5 in any degree useful to her. But alas, my dear 
friend, how painfully does onq feel the conviction 
of human weakness under the sad experience how 
Tery little our utmost endeavours can contribute to 
remove the sufferings of those for whom we are the 
most tenderly interested, yet tlie little wc can do 
ought diligently and thankfully to be done, and the 
success submitted to Him in whose power alope are 
the sources of comfort and of happiness to our-. 

^ selves and all we love, — Miss Finch is to remain 
here a fortnight longer. Lgrd Winchelsea is at 
present at Deal, for the sake of being with his 
sister. He appears to be a most amiable young 
man; his manners are extremely engaging, and 
there is the utmost propriety in his behaviour, with- 
• pi;| tb? least mixture of pertnc^s or ^eolation what-^ 

ever, 
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jfgvQf/andJ.Hope he will d^x the same honoui; aa 
eil the other branches of the family to the Fermor 
school, 

: Adieu, my dear Mrs. V^sey ; this, has been writ 
k plusieures reprises, hut I was determined to write 
4s soon as I could, and leave you to draw the in* 
ference. The last Letter I had fipm Mrs. Montagu 
^ve a very good account of her health, but no de- 
termin^ation about when she ^oiild travel $outh- 
,ward^ . 
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LETTER LVIIL 



Tu?istal, Majf 29, 1771. 



You djcsired to hear from me, my dear 
MrSf V;esey, before I reached the ^nd of my jour- 
ney, and it is not an aching head that sh^U prevent 
.ipy attempting it, I got hither to tea yesterday 
afternoon,.. ai^dfQUUd my sister and family very well 
and m gqq^ $pif its, which W9js a gjreat happiness tp 
iue, ^and .the ^ly cir9um^tia.nce that can render thi^ 
.place eyei]i tolerably agieej^ble to i^e, which in it- 
self 
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S'dif I sufficterttiy^rffeSlte; - Thbuj^ 'thtf ireatb*f te 
Hose fthfd hdt'^i^h d(>br9, thei^is nofhincr^lite 
ttre taltny airs of summer without, but a chill uii* 
genial blast that shakes the blue fogs from thfe 
trees^ and seems to scatter agues over the fade of 
the country.* - If it was my destination to live in this 
|>lace, it would be' my business to set about investi- 
gating all its advantages ;^ but as happily I am not, 
' this would be ain unnecessary trouble to a passen- 
ger, and so I cont^t myself with feeling very 
thankful for a purer lair and more agreeable situa- 
tion at home, where I may sit avid think wilhout 
interruption of the<iear fiiends from \^hoto-UAvie 
just parted. • ♦ -^^ 

I was extremely fatigued yesterday by' the duit, 

' which I should think it shameful t^ complain of 

' inerely ai3 an iilconveiiieiice, if 'it did not always 

•* jftakc me really saill as to deprive me of the enjoy- 

vrw^t Off the 'beautifol prospects odv^theToad, atid 

every other advantage of the country,: \Thisinca* 

"jft&iiy is particularly vexatious at atimewheh one 

■ vf6tiLdmih to haveth6 quickest feeling of every 

- ji^dfetegvdlrcumptance of the situation on which 

oEfe^s'^tiering) ^s a compensation for the loss of 

that:^kicb ^ne has just left. It is no doubt a vjery 

reas^nfabte wish that the whole creation should con* 

•tribute td 6ur amusement, and neither moral'lior 

physical imjp^dimeift ever stand itf the way of 4Dur 

perfectly 
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^Gf^tXy enjp^ipg: i^ one s^£(6dti^ the ccoivqi^atkn of 
i^t friea^, and at ^ anotber the song of ' the ttight^- 
Ing^Iea and the bloom of roses ; and thus on^ pte^ 
:-iure be immediately replaced by another. A fine 
system this, and a state of trial extremely well 
-adapted to the undeviating rectitude of such beings 
as the face of Adam! After all, we must becon- 
. tented to take things as they are; and it is from 
our own folly if they are not mighty well. The 
whole secret consists in coniiecting one part of our 
existence with th<e other, and supplying present de- 
Tificiencies by future hopes. ' Under any teizing in- 
capacity of enjoying the fairest season, the most 
enchanting landscapes, and the gayest music upon 
earthy it is only looking forward to the walks of 
Paradise, where no head-ache will interrupt our 
attention to their beauties. And the best conso- 
lation in parting with our friends is to anticipate 
the society of Paradise, In which there #iU lie^ d0 
more separation. 

I had the happiness of a Note from Mrs.' Mon- 
tagu just before. I left London, in which the in- 
forms me of her having been peilfectly viieK ever 
8in<*e she left town. I h6pe you will be aide to 
contrive y6ur af&irs so as to go to Tunbrid^, as^I 
am persuaded the waters will <lo you gcupd. ^ I>o 
pray tell me verysoon^ how you 46, aiid^ sfei^d me 
^n sccount of all the rareeeHshqwsy-.aiid all the 
• playthings^ 

7 



playihingg, tand ailribe playfellows you have picked 
4sp since Isaw.yoiur I propose bdng at Dqal oa 
Friday evening. ; 
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LETTER LIX, 



Deal, Jun^ 13, 1771* 
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By all means, my dear Mrs. Vesey, leave 

'J)r. Jim^es to swallow his own powdc^rs, and Mr. 

Veeey to squabble with ^is two, old,g^nt}etaen, and 

f^p^yourget as fast aft ypu can to X^nbridge. ^f 

/^Ui4Q wt.find /hffftl^ jn the spriq^ ypu will at 

least acquire good spirits from the . sQci^ety. I3ut 

indNl^d^^ I.^OftJa^k yOM ^ill b§ (he better both from 

tb&iikateriand the am .At least ygw must be ^he 

)W0rsiis&r ccntbuijig an^ longer int the heat and suf- 

fjocM^U'^Afil^ndoQ. I hoped you had been at 

!l^y Ptimkose's^ . disporting yourself oq the lim^s 

c^f the Thames, and.n<^t stifled between, brick walls 

in Lomloa; Xiam obliged to you for oMiiirming all 

the good accounts of ojcir frienda at Tunbddge, n^t 

that 
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that I am bribed by it to think jit a sul&ddat'et- 
cuse for your not writing to me before. 

Do not reproach me with being glad to get out of 
town, for however that might be, I certainly was 
sorry to leave you, especially at a tame when I 
might hope to see more of you than tlie innume* 
rable claims your other friends had on you would 
allow me to do in the winter. But indeed it was 
proper for me to return home, I have passed my 
time in solitai'y tranquillity ever since I have been 
here, as my father is liOt yet returned ; so after the 
first bustle of ananging my apartment and settling 
the family was over, I have been for most part of 
the day in absolute silence and quiet. 

You do not mention whether Mr. and Mrs. Dua- 
bar are to spend any time at Tunbridge, nor does 
she mention it herself. I find Mrs. Montagu leads 
a very quiet life there, never mixes in society but 
when she is drinking the waters; I am persuaded 
this circumstance will greatly contribute to her re- 
coveiy, as I am certain the ifatigue of constant ex- 
ertion, and/beiilg in a succession of ' companj^ ' very 
much increased, afit was not the origmal oouse o^ 
her illness. Your going to her will giv^ a^^iety 
to her spirits, and form such a degree of society as 
without fatigue will prevent her from feeling too 
much solitude. But do not seduce her into any 
pf your lively schemes of being diverted to death, 

for^ 
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for I am not sure that she may be so absolutely 
proof against yonr enchantments, as I was when I 
gained that memorable victory, which prevented 
you from carrying me to every place you had ever 
heard of in England or Wales, in the space of 
time barely necessary to convey any mere mortal 
gentlewoman from London to Old Windsor, to 
dine with good Lady Primrose. 

I do not by these wise injunctions wish to restrain 
your own flights at Tunbridge, for I believe thqy 
do you a great deal of good, and most heartily shall 
I rejoice to hear of any thing that does you good, 
for I cannot say I am much pleased with your acr 
count of youvself. Why will good Mrs. Handcock 
persist in making you take medicines that seem sq 
totally to disagree with you? But perhaps, poor 
soul, I accuse her wrongfully, and she cannot help 
your taking them ; for I know, when you pleasjB, 
you are very refractory. Pray be good, and do as 
you ought, and let me hear a better account of 
your proceedings, and let the next Letter b^ from 
Tunbrid^. When you write to Mr. Vesey, I beg 
you will recommend his bringing his two old gen- 
tlemen to England, in hopes they may be as dila- 
tory here as they have been in Ireland, and that I 
think will secure my sieeing yoq next winter. 
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LETTER LX. 

f 

Deal, Julif 25," I77i. 

Though I am always very' ready, my 
dear Mrs. .Ves^y, to- ^^dmit an ko?icst GxcvLse, t 
have so very little toleration ' for an ingoiious one, ' 
that: I was much ie&s satisfied with tlie reason which • 
you gave fbr not writing from Tunbridge, than if* 
you had left nie to form some candid allowance 6i 
my own. I am heartily rejoiced at last to hear that 
the Sunning-hill waters agree with you, arid if you 
find the good effect continue, pray do give them 
fair play, arid do not hurry back so asto l6se the 
benefit of the time which you hav6 already be- 
stowed on them. A month or six weeks can make- 
no great diflference i» your return to Ireland, where^^ 
alas, you are to remain so long, and may make a 
very imporfant one in the establishment of your 
health. it 

It is scarcely possible, I should suppose, thj* 
yoii can h^te resisted the temptation of the greal 
spectacle in your neighbourhood ; at least I think/ 
in the same situation, I cduld not. Yet perhaps I 
might have been disappointed in the expectation of 
realizing my ideiis of gothic grandeur syad.splfisflj 

nity, 
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nity, as too probably the whole show will be inflii- 
enced by the genius of modern taste, which has 
substituted the tinsel of finery a,nd the whims of 
fancy, for tlie noble ornaments of magnificence, 
and the solemn and subhmc enchantments of ima- 
gination. 

I am happy to hear on all hapds the good ac-^ 
count of Mrs. Montagu's health* If she can hut, 
acquire virtue enough to act when slie i^ well . to. ^t 
certain degree as if she were sick^ it omy be hoped? 
that the present amendment may be lasting; but, it 
I^r genius is resolved to live up to the^heigbtpf her/ 
coostitution, like all other prodigals, it will s.Qon runi 
beyond . it. I heartily grieve to think th^it Lady: 
Dartrey has pot received that benefit from T|i|i* 
bridge which for s;ome time it seemed to. proipiac^i 
Sbe has been very ilk She very l^indly :>yr$)J6(^,,t<^ 
Bae as ^oon as she got to London, Xo preyeftfe ,my 
^^iag alarmed by hearing a.worse account of hei^ 
iHii^sss frona somebody else*: Till this -Post I hava 
BOt been well enougli to thank heu far thi^ kind at- 
tention. This too has prevented my writing to yaii 
9iS soon as. I wished, and much sooner Ifaaii you de« 
served; however, I think; yoia will lianHyi have left 
Old Windsor before ^this riches you, ^ which oon- 
Teys to you ray good wisheslfor a pleasant journey^ 
1^ safe voyage, and every ot^er godd direumstance 
that can-Gontribute to your comfort an^^'h^piness* 

If 
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If you have the least glimpse of a prospect of com- 
ing to England next spring, I feel sure you will not 
refuse me the pl^aMU*e of communicating it 

Lady Ancramand Mrs. Crofton have been some 
time SiX TXe^L an^ have been so good as to call on 
me pretty often. As Mrs. Crofton and I were sit- 
ting: inin^To^^r op^ Tuesday, /there wa$ a tap at 
the dottTj.Arid itiiatmediateiy c^ned. As Wq, arej 
^tpHWy : $h9pt-§igh ted, ikj^I^^ ; could discover: nvha 
thhf jviftitQrD ^9^ apii afi^i^ taijiing her oy^- ^U thei 
'^hiter/sh^lwaS'f walking up /the room, by tjhe .tim^ish^ 

^ti»§# M$thw,¥i inchpf oiwf eyes, we ^dis^over^d it 
tedbo. ^^^shPug^ay . ; ip4iJy.4hinlq[how']5 ^mk^^ ^ 
^ uup wp§cti^! r.vi^o.ij^- J ^ f .^aB ^ toihi t^aftsicpt,^ |or 

llOl^ l9<g^e4^^^l},#nd;jiftj^irit;5, aiid hav?.,projiii«e^ 

-t)BehM>e^<Mit i^fttP:|we$#Q): jag, cftroplim^ntsL.t^ 
Lady Prinii?^e*'^jfcI>^Ifljv^yi^£d.tq,h€ap;,$ i^rse* 
lw*D%3iemJ)ljfoYelfc^ighws^ iicft^jjta bPilfipa^od^islall 
tifttieaf^'bfli^3)^ted Jjpjni^i^)^ gpv^lid cp^s^i 
Ilea i^.|<^H4nyfetto4ftw? ^i^Ir^M^s^., Qn^pijpof 
^f :BQj?itey^t^(jingrt ^ftfttiyr^^egfe'/s, nay^ij^i^g.jt^ 
|^>i!rh[i«l litao i§cir(^is^ a l©|teiiiir ifta^prsjtaijd ^a 
)l«wdfJy^iate.;v. . :i;;77 hij;.:; vcx<I !ij--!.i. .,-.^: 
,ni.;^i: -^'irv :j^\^ .n^ii ij;.-: oni ?^i has ,iA,r:: : v t.> 
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LETTER LXI. 

Deal, Aug. 3d> 1771. 

Are not you the finest of fi^ ladiesj 
tp make engagements with people cme day, and for- 
get both engagements and people the next ? You 
bid me write to you on the road, and commit raf 
Letter to the care of Mi's. Dunbar, who u'duld 
know how to convey it to you. You will see by 
the enclosed that I most dutifully obeyed you; but 
when I mentioned it to Mrs. Dunbar, toi my utier 
astonishment she told me you had liot mei^tioined a 
Word about it, nor did she kiliow ahy more than I 
where you was to be found; ahd bo my pdoi^ 
Letter has been shut up closely et^eSr sihc6», w^ing 
wh^ you would give a significatidil ibr its ^ai^9* 
ment, which did n6t arrive till yesterday^ - ^i ^ 
I ieiLveMr#.' Dunbar to giv)e> yon an accMmt 
how well she ik pleased with* Ais country^ and I 
(K>pe it Will be such a 6ne ai will make yo» half 
Wild \b iseeit^ You know \\tt too well ta tieied^ny 
ffc€^i:^nt firom ma how happy I am in' her bdin^ 
here. Adieu ! Pray think with due cCympuabtMii 
of your tricks, and let me hear from you very soon; 
you promised t^ writi^ to me on the roadl, bi^t not 

-. % lina 
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ia line have I received since you lefl Old Wind^j^r. 
I long to know where you are, and what you are 
doing, and where you have l^een ; imnd and answer 
all these questioia^a^s ar|:: a^oiieinen^ for your past 
faults. 
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^ ^ ' ^ I reA d yoir Latter laslvni^t, ittiy l depr i 
Mrfei Vesey, ■ by the 4ttft mei^Lnaholy light of rthiar 
£iir« autPHiflal miDon, m 'I was sitting' oii.the^si^* 
$hof^, socfthed by the lulling mitetouF c0f the ebbing. 
\^ve$. The stiUifiess of tiie unruffled :oc^an,aiidk 
the solemn jjccnery f dnified ^by a ' sliadowy^ itltiniil^i 
fii^ btd eonl^ed^Qiy minid^ iiMo 4l^t penate kind 
6f^ranqiiWity%li]€% teis^^i^b a^^neicplicab^ oiiDi^ 
^ith the t^diireit^fiMlitfg^ of 1^^:^^. ^ In Inidh^^ a 
Jiisp08iti6n, only gtMksFiri what miijftier I IMaifllitve 
Jbefen affected fey ywr letter, ?th|^&peivdl \t&t^ an 
absence e^^m many .^ng mdbllit^! Indeed it w^^ 
. tdemiuchi^^iy^^ sparks, ^alK^ 
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describe \\4iat I feltv When we pen-fed in towrt 
you were certainly as effectually out of 'my reach, 
and I had as littlie prospect of seeing you before 
the year 1 773, as when you was preparing to cross 
St. George's Channel: yet, all the while I knew* 
you to be In England, I did not feel your absence 
as a separation, in the manner as it strikes mo now. 
Yet days, and weeks, and months are things of 
limited duration, and the period will come back, I 
trust, which will restore you to the sogiety of your 
friends on this side the water ; so let us pass the 
intermediate time with tlie cheerful hope of meet- 
ing again, and with the spirited hope of returning, 
after ev^ry separation, wiser and better to each 
other, and with improving prospects of that meet- 
ing which U'iSi'not be embittered with thd thoughts 
of any future separation. • 

'.The tast Letter t received fiv>m you^^asdsited^ 
Ally li): I ansu^red it as usual^iand heard no 
more of y-ou till your's; yesterday ifroin ShKewsbury* 
If there was any Other left for mp at Windsor, do 
\irk& and entquire for it, for !• really cannot sUh^nit 
ta the loss of it, and* I dare sayf it is • reposing verj^^ 
(jjaiitly in the pocket of some of Lady Pi'inux)6e'sr 
servants. •• • • \ ~" • '■-' 

:' i ioiow -Mrs. Huiidco^^k heve^ writes, ' thferefbre- 
hersitenceWas no mark of oMiyiony m& from the 
rQtut? of her disf^sftion I wj^ vefy sure' she had' 

• not 
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not £>rgot me Now you ck> somefeimee write : atid 
therefore, whenever you da not| I hare a right tx> 
conclude, ^from the dQatuqe bf your .disposition, that 
you are too mboh eogagiedby; thmgs:, to find your^ 
»elf at leisure to think o{ people: and'therefoi'e pr^ 
bably bad forgot me. If I could traiffiport myself 
on some moonlight evening to partake your reve^ 
ries at Lucan, you would be very certain of having 
me very soon at your elbow : but I do not find so 
strong a temptation in the thought of making one 
in so numerous a party. 

I had several. times the pleasure, of seeing Mr. 
and Mrs. Dunbar while they were at Margate, and 
spent two days with them. I never saw them in 
better health or spirits : they went away sooner than 
they wished, to see after a house near town, which 
they seemed to think they should hir^. I have ii0t 
heard from Mrs. Montagu this agie; but I begggd 
her not to write till she had dome rambling. Mns. 
Crofton is still here, and desires her compliment^; 
she is so good as to call often upon me, and ipeans 
to cootkue some time Iwger at this oleics, which |s 
,a great pleasure to me. 

As Mrs. .Henry accompcmies you ip your dep v 
tune from us, I hope she will likewise acqpmpaij^y 
your return ; though she did not ^ye i^e aU tj}e 
eQcoaragement tp expect ber again as Icould Jbave 
wbhed. . Never iwf ttefei I l^lfevis, ^ rswre psr- 
i d2 feet 
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Yect integrity, mr a wanner spirit of benevolence 
in any character than her's, nor guided by more 
excellent principles. I hope soon to hear ftom one 
or both of you, that you arc safely landed. I am 
^appy that theie has not been one stormy day 
^ince Che date of your ktst Adieu! blessings at* 
tend you. « . 



LETTER LXIIL 

r 

Deal, Oc^ 10, 1771. 

It very seldom happens, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, that I suffer a fortnight to pass between a 
Letter from yOu, and my thanks for it. But in- 
deed ever since I received the welcome account of 
your being safely landed, n^y head-aches have been 
so frequent and so violent, and consequently the 
languor which succeeded them, has been so oppres- 
sive as to have most totally disqualified me- for any 
degree of application ; this must plead my excuse, 
and I am sure your affection for me will allow it to 
be a sufficient one, .s 

You are equally true to your particularities I 
' fiud oa each side tiio water, and^vhile you regret 

"Poets^ 
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^ Poets, Statesmen, Players, ' Geniuses, and Scho 
lars/' it proveis your attachment not to people but 
to things J for whiat is all this but mere drapery and 
ornament ! I do not pretend to determine for the 
others^ contained in youi* catalogue: but I insist 
on having justice done to myself, and therefore I 
beg that you will certify in your next Letter, that so 
far as I have a share in your regrets, and a share I 
am vain enough to think I have, you will regret 
me, Elizabeth Carter, stript to the naked heait, and 
under the appearance of a faithful and most affec- 
tionate friend. When you have onqe fully settled 
your estimation of this point, I will not quarrel with 
you for any interior degree of value which you may 
set on the mere external trappings, with which your 
imagination will fiud ^ pleasure \n decorating me. 

1 believe I anticipated your kind appoiatmeqt of 
noeeting me on a spft mooqljght night, in my an^ 
swer to your's from Shrewsbury* We have bad no 
soft moonlight scenes since that time, but continual 
storms, which have made oie feel very happy in 
tlijB thought that my iriends were safely landed. 
These last violent commotions of the elements 
would have afforded a noble entertainment to my 
imagination, if they did not unfortunately so wretch- 
edly affect my health as to confine me to the im« 
perfect enjoyment of them in my own room, when I 
SQuld have wished to be in the midst of the tem- 
pest, 
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pest This is the more vexatious, as it is art enter- 
tainment entirely calculated for our sublunary world. 
Beyond the stars all is serene and calm ; I do not, 
however, think it necessary to suppose that the kind 
of feeling which the soul experiences from such ob- 
jects will ever be lost, however the objects them- 
selves may vary. Perhaps the gayest flov^er of 
Paradise may give the enlightened faculties of the 
soul, as strong an impression of the sublime, and 
as awful a sense of divine power, as strikes our pre- 
sent composition in the contemplation of a thunder- 
ing sky,' or a stormy ocean. No one object of crea- 
tion is greater or less than another, considered with 
reference to the supreme mind, the original author 
of all. The difference arises merely from our situa- 
tion. In a state of perpetual dangers, of insecure 
enjoyments, we are apt to confine our ideas of the 
exertions of greatness and power to objects of ter-. 
i^of that threaten us with some sudden alteration: 
In a happier state of being, where our venture may 
be trusted without any assistance from our fears, we 
ghall probably feel nothing so strongly as the sub^ 
Eme of good. 

My love to dear Mrs. Handcock, and a thou- 
sand thanks for the kindness with whjch yoq 
describe her preparing a 'room— which alas I much 
fear, I shall never inhabit, unless it should happen 
when I am 'a5 free frdnqi mortal incumbrances as 

your 
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yonr Prioi^ Indeed however strong my tehipta- 
tions, and they are I assui^e you very strong, * to 
visit Lucan, my kind of iiealth renders me so 
imfit for travellingy unless I could travel by myself, 
that I should be quite a dead weight upon the 
party, and I cannot think of rendering mysetf ^o 
troublesome and disagreeable a companion : to say 
nothing of any other reason against a scheme, 
which in itself would be so very deligMfiil to 
me. 

I am sorry to find that the house Mr. Dunbar 
left this country in guch haste to look at, does not 
answer, nor any of the many they have seen 
since: Mrs. Dunbar is so excessively fond of the 
country, and has so true a taste for its enjoyments, 
that almost any cottage would be an acquisition to 
her. The comfort however is, that tiie want qf 
it is not capable of disturbing the unruffled tran- 
quillity of her mind. You ask me how t like 
Mrs. Crofton : well enough to be extremely scan- 
dalized at my not owing her acquaintance to you. 
Do pray say something in justification t)f yourself 
fqr this omission. I had a Letter last Post frotn 
Mrs. Montagu whose health, thank God, retains all 
the iidvantages she received from Tuijbridge; 

Adieu! my dear Mrs. Vesey, this day has re- 
stored the sun, and promises fair for the approach- 
ing moon. Bpmemlijrer your appointment; I will 

meet 
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meet you on the sea shore/ though I do not pro* 
,pose to indulge youF love for adventures, by run« 
tnng the haza^rd of my neck on the edge of a cliff. 
When you see Mrs^ Henry, give my love to her, 
and say I hope she has received my Letter. Write 
to me soon, and love me alwa}s. 
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tETTER LXIV. 

Deal, ^(w. 21, 1771* 

OiTR Correspondence would have gone 
*n in its irregular track, my dear Mrs. Vesey, if 
toy perverse head would have seconded the incli^ 
batioQS of my heart, and allowed me to thank you 
for ypur first Letter before I received the last, 
which arrived last night. But indeed I have so 
seldom had an hour in which I could write with 
Imy tolerable ease, that I was always glad to lay 
hold on ^n any excuse, to avoid setting about it, 
and so loitered on in tlie hope which you have kindly 
ftceomplisbed, of hearing frpm you again. . 

J entirely agree with you, that the ^^ natural 
lfe§ m mi l003eRp4 bjr agp, ^except in those wbq 
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laever loved much.'* It is not to these that ainhi* 
tion and avarice succeed, but to the other mert 
earthly passions which are perpetually changing their 
appearance, " stained with the variation of each 
soil,^ in passing through the several stages of a 
shifting mortal constitution. The virtuous afiec* 
tions of the heart are founded on unchanging 
prindples, and instead of growing weaker, become 
wore generous, tender, and refined, in proportion 
as they approach nearer to that period when they 
shall be purified from all mixture of human frailty^ 
and exalted to their highest perfection. 

I am happy in being admitted to a share in your 
twilight reveries, I should^ be most happy in the 
hope that the many conversations we have had 
on the most important subjects, always found a 
place there. — I kept my appointment most faith- 
fully of meeting you on the sea shore the last 
moonlight nights. It did me inexpressible good, I 
hope you shared it? 

Your dream was as well connected as if you 
had formed it wide awake. You best know how, 
for it deserves attention as a monition. In general 
no doubt the best relief to the poor is from supply- 
ing their wants by the means of their own honest 
labour : and therefore your plans in the cabriole 
are not to be ranked among the vices of useless luxury. 
^k^y only becoipe so, I apprehend, when by too 

grea^ 
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jgpesit an ^expence in ' eipploymg those who am 
work, ther^ is not enough re^rved for the relief of 
.tiiQ^e Mfbo from various innocent inabilities cannaf 
r^It must be confessed there Will always be a 
danger of mistake, wherever the bepe£t arising to 
others is interwoven with the indulgence of our 
.own fancies : and perhaps the only secure w^y cff 
^avoiding it, is by a regular appropriation of all the 
^several articles of expence^ In this view it must 
.be very pleasant to find that what is meiely sett 
down as a gratification of taste bec(»nes in its con- 
sequences a work of charity^ without encroaching 
upon the rights of what is such in its orginal prin- 
cipled—With all your dreaming, perhaps you did 
not dream that your lively agreeable vision would 
produce such a grave moral dissertation* But you 
.threw it. in my way, and I could not help taking it 

«P» 

Indeed, (to come to your second jLetter) I did 

not mean to hurt you by any flippant remarks in 

.in iny last about people and things^ for I really 

meant nothing but what I have laughed at, and 

you with me, an hundred times before. I agree 

to your proposal of keeping my head and heart 

together : for they are truly sp strongly complicated 

with each other, that it would be very difficult to 

get them asunder. Indeed you pay me much too 

high a complimeot in accusing me of the defection 

of 
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ef ybur ocMftfry Wofif^ii, I f odtte ttier tb^ lidril 
an Irkh womto ill toiy 1^, Who Aid fiot la d vefjr 
kindly ma^i^^ tkke ¥o^t and^Mflrish in tbe foil «f 
England. We iilt6 md<^ oldigedt^ y«u tdHto^tldl 
partiality, for fw hi^ktikc^ ym iaipbi«tf ifUcM 
sense and \itteiA tiMkh I fl^ ive lafe £My to M^iiy 
you, by all the huiigry {>MpIe 'ti'hOtti M^e %tM %o Mt 
you up firoih thence, . . 

Mrs. Montagu assufrfts tee 4^6 W6ttld write t» 
you by the Post that broiiglft mime, by tiiik tiiei^ 
fore your tnind must be tA test about het% -Mh 
and Mrs. Dunbar havt ^>eign alt Bath, bul^ lire I 
fancy returned. Mrs. Pitt and all her fii^Hjr tofe 
Well at Encombe, from whteh'tb^ do Dot prc^os* 
to remove till after Christrtias: Lady iJaitrey'i 
health is greatly improved by Bristol. I have 
heard nothing of Lady Primrose or Miss Cooper. 
As for myself I ceinnot answer your kind wishes 
with respect to my health, this fine weather ought 
to do me good, but indeed I am very little capable 
of enjoying it; frequent attacks of feverishness very 
much incapacitate mfe for iVatlkirig. 

My sister Pennington and all her family have 
been with us for the k!st ten days, which occasions 
many family meetings, from which my health often 
excludes mei They are all gonie'buf on a party 
this afternoon, from which, as it is ^ soihe disf^ 
6nce, 1 Me not expect theni to rfeturd tiH fifter 

$ midnight. 
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iiidn^ht. My father Is gooe amongst the rest 
What a ble^iag to his fsunily, that he can under- 
take such a scheme at 84; which he completed 
Die tenth of thUinoRth. I have certainly at least 
•8 much happiness in sitting at home with this 
vefleetiony as if I had been able to make one of 
tjlie party. I beg my affectionate , love to Mrs, 
Handcock. I wish I could convert your tete-k-tfite 
^t Lucan into a tiia As I cannot, I heartily wish 
you both the full^t enjoyment of so delightful a 
l€tiFen>ent Adieu, dear Mrs» Yesey ; I propose 
|o leave Peal, if it please God I live and prosper, 
a very few days after Christmas. I hope you will 
]^ me hear Arom you before I ^t out. Every 
happiness attend you ! 



LETTER LXV. 

Clargcs Stwl, Ftb. 7 3 17T9. 

TriouoH I was hurt, and disappointed, 
miA half angry, at not hearing from you, my dear 
^9* Vesey, before I left the country;^ I should 

not 
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ncA hare deferred writing to you for so \(mg bad 
I not been more than usaally ill for the last ten 
days I was at Deal; I went out indeed every d3.yY 
a$ I had my reasons fiM* not choosing to appear ei 
ill as I was ; but to enable me to do • that I wa^ 
obliged to keep mysdf absolutely quiet and often 
on my pillow for the whole morning. I am at 
present^ I thank God, returned to my usual state, 
and tlmugh my head is still very untoward I will 
no longer de&r my visit to ; you, for fe^r^ as your 
ideas are apt to travel pretty fast towards the coa^- 
dusion of l^ngs, you should from so uncommon 
a silence imagine me to be dead, and . put yourse^ 
to the expence of having a lamentation s^ng over 
me in an Irish howl. This, however, if it was 
necessary, ought in all reason to b^t ^io^e^ at the 
public charge, as I seem, more than any ^Inglish 
woman ever did, to belong to the whole kingdom 
of Ireland: I find myself growing more and more 
Irish every winter of my life. 

I congratulate you on the elevated situation of 
your dressing-room, which exalts you above the 
fogs of Dublin, and sets your imagination at 
liberty to expatiate ki' the re^ons of pure aether. 
I confess you to be in this, as well as in many 
other instances, much more ingenidds than I, who 
should find it. impossible in the midst of a great* 
qty, to divest myself of the unlucky idea of brick 

* houses 



liouies add smoking chinoneys^': f»id I mmt raise 
my turret Tvitbin reach €f the moon att^ leasts before 
I could fairly lose sight of ^ese vulgar tenes^dti 
objects which, I think, would not be v^ery eflfeotualiy 
banislied by an hospital ftill iii my view. I de- 
light, however, in the transfofoi^ti^ of the wea* 
thercocfe, which in your exalted stastion appears iit 
its genuine siiape of a caudle^ while to the' gaioqg 
spectators below, I am credibly informed it wfean^ 
no other figure than that t)f a ragged Sag. Howevear, 
as there is such a natural relation b^w^n a lying* 
in-hospital tod a caudle, I aii^ persoadi^d you see 
^ in its tirue form. My'6nly difteuUy i^ ttiut 
Ihou^ I bdiev^ a caucHe may be* a mlgbty good 
tiling to drink, I do not ^well see* haw I it can con- 
t'enicntly serVfe for a weiatber-codk, Mind help^to 
shew one in what ^tiarter tlie wind ia. I depend 
on your liext Letter for cleariig up this point eo^ 
tireiy td my^Mii^sfactioh, and enabling me tok:an- 
fute Lady Bingham's scandal about' the ^flag. J 
iiad'the pleasure of meeting her last meek at Mrs. 
fian)iltoiii's, where I dined <witb her and Mr3. 
^rotton. I heattily wished' you and Mrs. Hand- 
cock could have shared ki iMs very ples^nt ^day, 
instead' of merely contsributing to ^he eatertainment 
of ity for yoii both i^ngaged good part of ^ our 
convei'sation. MiBs Cooper • i» not yet come ^ 

■ ■ ■ . • - * ■ - • '-' • • - ■•...•• ^ 

* Afterwards wife of Mr. De Luc,, the celebrated geogblist* 

town. 



town, but^li 'disportitig lier«elf in TOe''snm^''%^' 
Bronifey. I have made frequent enquiries "after 
her,- ahdttm disiappbinfed to find that nobody s^emS' 
tb giiess when'sht! tviH comfe. ! ^ - • ^ ♦ 

'I often" call on* L^dy Prinirbse,-lvho alWayd' ¥e^ 
ceives me very kitidiy, and professes a great .rega*# 
for me beckuste I love youV 1 dined with' her hBV 
week, and she- #as so good "as to ciarry hie to Stil 
Jaiiids'^ chapel, in the after ncion- I have likewise^ 
spent two evenings t^te4-t6te with hfer. Hrt'h6alth> 
is sotnetimes better; sometimes itorse. Upon the* 
whole I think much as usual: and she looks fulU 
as well as she did last year. All our fHends are 
\h]\. Eady Dartrey looking better than 1 6vei*^ 
remember her, and continudlly going on iti the" 
pa:th of her angelic predecej^sor * Mrs. Danl>ar^ 
and Mrs. J. Pitt iii very lively^ health j I am to^ 
to dine with the latter on Thursday ^ next. Ho\^' 
we shall talk about you, and i^ish for ydu !' Mrs/^ 
A. Pitt has lately exhibited a very elegant' baHi' 
I must refer you for particulars to Mrs. Me^nfttgu,; 
who was there. I was sadly di^appbirfted in M*rs. 
Montagu's looks, which I do 'not ■ find itojn-oved^ 
to the degree which I had been taught ta' expect;; 
hawever, I thank God, she is in rianty better tfeart 
fhe has been for years; and she' is npon the wholte- 

♦ Lady Airti Ddtrson. * ' * 
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IbtmMy softer this winter. I dined there on Mott^ 
da^ witib a party which you ^ould have highly en« 
joycd^ Lord and Lady Nuneham, Ijibstd Lytteltoo 
(to whom en passant^ I have delivered all your 
Qiessag^) and Mr. and Mrs. T. Pitt K It was an 
9sy agreeably day» and the number so limitted 
that the conversation was not splk into separate 
parties. Miss Finch is soon to be married to Capt. 
C. Feilding. Lady Charlotte has smoothed all 
difficulties in the way of their union, and behaved 
on this occasion as she does oo every other^ with 
the mo^t amiable goodness. , 

With aU your wicked reproaches, if you do but 
answer my Letters, as quickly as I do your's, I 
shall he contented. I scarcely ever defer, writing 
aboye a week, and I had your last Letter oply pn 
Friday. O dear, I have not told you inta what a 
mortal fright I was put, by the reason you assign 
for your first iaclination to be acquainted with me u 
whereas I all the while, thinking no harm, hoped that 
you would love me, because I was diffident and quiet, 
and tagged after you like a tame kitten from one 
diair to another, whenever you thought fit to change 
your place fifteen times in a quarter of an hour. 
I know not how I should have had courage enough 
lo converse with you again, if you had not reco- 

* Afterwards Iptd and Lady Cameiford. 
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VeMfcT^ioy spui^^^ j^y ^y^^g y^^ would|C<^niie tp 
lave, me i£ jfou found your ordinal expectations eVer 
90 muck fru&tratisd^ 

. If you have such a longing desire^to send me a' 
gqwii/ I;.^un told tbftt .either oii^lin or stuff may 
fee very l^ally conveyed, lif; it is made upi So if 
Mrs. Handcock wiiL be so .good w to h& my re*: 
presentative and have Jt. i^ttfodf ^o her^ >I will be- 
obliged to yourforiycmr kind/iftttckitibii t0 the de- 
coratknl of* mj^ figure ; andj aiD quite indifferent 
ivbejtber it be;m»slint>rdtuffk^7l htvci writ myself. 
downright siek^' so noryi'dear Mrs. Vesey^ >adi€u. 
You can hav^ qo idea hqw^ much I lohg for you in 
Bolton II0W4 ?• ' ili^'v; ?' * i . , ^ 
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t>a no.t> be di^hfetotebed^iitny dear Mrs/ 
Yes$^^ I aball codtisiue^ I willmot^say as civile' 
bttt as justas ^iser^ tO} a.pen from tvjh<(:h I: rec^v^i 
sojmuch:ple^ur^. :TQfteU the honest tri»lh^;it; w^. 
not fcom! mistake; bliittfroittij«K^$:flip{ial|cy th^at I. 
LJitou iv^ E turned 
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turned your cradk, vhich I could retdi perfeedy 
xvx^y into Ajcaifdle, as it would mak# th^ mom sivir 
gular weathercock of the two, and it<wM.as ewy to 
form the one out oi a ragged flag, as the ^her. 
You hare effectually punished tmeior tbUidle uick, 
by writing me so short a Letter, for which however 
I am determined to thmik you as quick as possible, 
in hopes of making my peace. 

I havie very Jittie intelligenet to seod . you from^ 
Denmark, as thepe is a pirofound ailenoeat St James's 
on that subject. You know (bit the unbaippy 
young Queen is iihprisoned in a cairtle dashed by 
the waves,, where she is ktpt m vei^ idrict confute^ 
ment I am persuaded you would think it an idle<- 
viation of her misfortunes, if I could tell you, it is 
the very castle once haunted by Hamlet's ghost : 
but of this I have no positive as s uranc e ; though, 
as it is at Elsineur, I think such an imagination as 
your^s and mine, may fairly enough make out the 
rest In the Lettpr which the Kijig of Denmark 
wrote to our's, he only mentioned in general, that 
tlie Quej^ja had b^lmtv^^ ina manner which obliged 
him to imprison her, but that from regard to his 
Mi^est^her life ^ihonid be safe. ThtTe was a 
Letter in almost th^ same Miord& to 4he PriQcess 
Dowager of Wkfes, ^to whooi this<siMl a#air ^ sup- 
posed to have ^g^ven the eottp 4cle groee* It is re- 
n^icabl^ tfoi^^<kirkig her whote iUne^s, she nev^ 



Mmv^d t6 ktlyf df thei fettiily^ riot ^Ven to the 
Princess of Bftirisxvick, i^*[0 tvas corwta^y ivith 
her, Uhfat shfc bad aJiy appreheni^ions of her o\th 
^<f«lhger. The only hint she gave of it, i?va» a very 
short tiiWfe ^before her death, by' asking her plhy- 
sicidn ho^ Idrig he thought she could livti. On 
finding him hesitate, she saiS it'Svas no imatter, fot 
« she had itothing to sdy; Adthftig^ t<> do, and 'no- 
thing to leavfe.** This lasf df cumstance ' is ' Very 
"trtre, 'aiid "siirfeiy greatly to' her ^honour. I was at 
the fufedrdhi^ir did not aMwer all that you would 
ima^iik'6f's6'iiwftir a scene, but however I found 
Ihat upon the WboteMt'fuMy repaid any' trouble that 
it to*fc tne to" get there: bttt- party consisted of Mrs. 
J.Pitt'And'lVlifrBlim/ Mw. Crofton, Miss H. t'mch, 
«nd four or fivi ta6re whom I l)«elieye yoti do not 
know. The ihelaneHoly mlisic of th6 fifes arid 
'ilntffflid dranfe, iHiSiA played a dead mat-ch, intel-- 
topled' by ^Bgrilbr pairies, Svhile the procession wis 
«dvtodng1ttldttg tW 1^ of the thtrirch, was si- 
4ei!lfih^lk44ff^«ticig tb dn inexpi^ssible degree/' On 
ventecing^^ chapel the <^dler ^ the procesisibu 'was 
>eiifi^y &r6ke*, tind ill thrown kito conftisibnl by 
mixing with the crowd of spectators wil!h which the 
imiddW of the €biapeV*was ftltedi The ^arts^f the 
'S€fvifec"#bichv/af«^ so ektreihely fitfe^ wlifea well 
ichaitted, w«ite ^so 4tt-perfern^ aS^ld^d^M nti^iiig 
-fciit di^e<M?4.' feut n^hek 4kie DHti K^«tt toTead 
-*^'« E 3 |he 



the prayers, >\^ich he prcmqunced very di&ti»ic% 
and welly the deep silence and atteatioi^ c^ so vast 
a multitude, all drest in the same mournftil uni- 
form, wa? very striking. The Herald ranging and 
proclaimiog the Peers and^ Peere§$e$ €fter the ser- 
vice was over, tpo much reseipWedajtrifJingiepi- 
Jogue^to an affecting tragedy. ; ^ 

It is a .ijtrfmgejtransitioq from the splemrt arches 
rCi£,W^stn(iin^ter Abb^y, to thejgay.rpjtunda^ of tJije 

j^aathepn, but as ; it is a &shionable thing, perhaps 
jou will expect rge to say something about jt. In- 
deed I can say but little about it, for thou^^ I WQS 
tb§re one f venir^ I stayed bqt an hour, i^nd.,fo*Mad 
that sufficient pour, iii'ennuyer. , The larchiteoture 
is, I believe^ y^ry fin^ : ^ndlit i^, peaflwps, th? ; gihg^e 

; inst;aj?ce hi J^Jurppe^ ojf . so lajrge # bqilding fuiiBhe^ 

lin all fbp nipety of ap^pier mach^ignuff-box. This 
jnixture of g^p^t, aji^.lHtl^ ^^kps a copfusion.ip- 
one's idea^, and is, I tliiqlc,, .by.np .i^e^si adva^- 

- ,t^g$pus. Yon would, I tfej^ifil^be^pleftsedt ^ith ^tkc 

^^pea^auce, G^,l;^ie dpme.i Jt if lighted t by, i^Mi^ible 
l%in^, whiglji. diffu^ ifi,gpqpjf4,iUi[|fl[iirt»tiQrt^i yety 
soft and.ple;asii?g.-7-I»;if|iQrt itik ^JiXsMwt»kf 

•prafeii^iyisjoa.,: :..: . i^ j,.-..;:^ '-.i; .Ni.-. '^li.;-: 

. Mrs. Monjtagu apd.:#U. Quf frifi^ds :<ftptjou€i^. I 

tiian|i jGf)d, .^-ifry wel}. I saiy I^y Piifpro^g /very 

lately, apdnthndc jh^, |QjD[kSj feetter ^tmn She i dW- 

!^iss, Cpppei' is come to itown, find I hope to meet 

. r her 
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her this evenmg at Mrs. D unbares. She has called 
twice, and I mean to go to her this morning, if my 
head does not s^nd me to my pillow, which it seeni5 
very likely to do. — And so it did, and obliged me 
to defer seeing Miss Cooper till I met her in the 
evening at Mrs. Dunbar's, where several of our 
friends were assembled together; why could not 
you complete the number? I am told there i$ 
some prospect of your coming to London this 
spring in your way to Spa. Jf it was likely to be 
before my return into the country, I shall have an 
outrageous quarripl against you, for not giving me 
the pleasure of receiving such delightful intelligence 
from yourself. 

Pray do you remember your prpmise to me of 
Mrs. Dunbar's picture? I am too sure I shall never 
get it from herself. Consider, it lyas not you who 
procured me the original, therefore it is the more 
incumbent on you to supply me with the copy. I 
acknowledge at the same time, with great grati- 
tude, that I owe you Mrs. J. Pitt. You would be 
happy to see how healthy and blooming she looks 
this year. Adieu^ my head i$ all confusion. 



* 
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LETTER LXVIt 



CUrges Street, April VT^ 17r9. 



\' \ 



Many a time haVc I intended to thanjc ' 
you for your Letter, iriy dear Mrs-/ Vesey, but al-' 
ways found myself either too ill or too well, In* 
the first Case I ^as^ iiat able'* to write, and in the 
other r had set myself a task which appeared or 
iftore consequence than the mere indulgence of nry- 
own inclinations, artd so I have deferred writing till 
now, when I am neither positively srck nOr well, 
nor idle nor bu^y. It cannot be said that I have 
for some tim6 befen tnucih engaged by the hurry of 
social parties, for the accident pf some little chiU 
dren being taken with the small-pox in the* second 
flbpr c^f this house, ha^ exGluded- me from almost al} 
my friends, and*r ^^m iW a state of quarantine. Mrs. 
Jtfontagu wanted me to cfiamge my lodging, but it 
woujd have been too great an undertaking for my 
ineffective kind of health to quit a place ivhere^ !■ 
have residpd so ip^ny winters, and wher? I have all 
my conveniencies abpuf; me. When people have 
had the long struggle of mpre than half a century, 
like me, with an untoward constitution, they find at 
last that a temporary suspension of pleasure, is 
- H Jess 
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a kss evil than an addition of pain. So I have 
(Juietly submitted to this long exile, and stifled all 
my sentiments and longings as well as I could; and 
by this means have kept myself in a state of tole* 
rable tranquillity, though I have been deprived of 
more vivid enjoyments. I know that you who think 
tranquillity and dullness so nearly allied, will pity 
my situation extremely; and indeed it is by no 
means the situation I should have wished, but I 
have made the best of it I could. Miss Cooper 
has beien very good to me in my solitai*y fltate ; I 
have had the pleasure of seeing her almost every, 
day ; luckily for me she lodges in Half-moon Street 
Mri^. Talbot has no fears about the smallpox, so I 
go to her as often as usual, and might go oftener if 
I would. As the last child who had the distemper 
has taken physic and has been ^out, I suppose my 
interdict will soon be taken off: but the proposal 
shall not come from me, for I would not wish to 
see any of my friends an hour sooner than they can 
think it would be perfectly safe : especially as the 
small-pox, both by inoculation and the natural 
way, is very much in the town at present. Miss 
Fulteney * is in a state of inoculation at present, 
and, I thank God, in a very good way, and nearly 
well; Mrs. Pulteney was so reasonable as to con* 

f Now Countfssof Bath* 

sent 
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sent t^ th^ operation^ though ^hp h^s strpcfg prejUf; 
dices against it, an4 scarcely ^ny fear^ in thenatii* 
ral w0.y : so it must be supposed s^e $ufFer^d ^ 
severe struggle during the suspense. In ^ few day^ 

; *• , * .I'll > .'' ^ 

I hope she will enjoy the comfort of knpw|ug.^fhat 
all is safely over. > , 

I sent your message to Lord Lytteltop, who I 
find thinks the cl^im a more serioqs affair than ypu 
do, 'Poor good man, his situation will ^e a diffi- 
cult one if the trial goes MTpng, Wh^t a cpmpli-r 
cation of wickedness is to be disentangled in that 
wretched family to which his daughter has allied 
him, before any one end of the thread can be laid 
hold on, even if any end can be found ^X all ! Hap« 
pily for him tjierc is a wprld where the virtues of 
the good dp not suffer from the follies ^nd tjie vices 
of the thoughtless and the profligate, 

Lady Primrose is just returned from ap excur- 
sion to OJd ^indsor,^ and is jooking vastly well, as 
Miss Cooper told me last night. Mrs. J. Pitt is 
at Sunning Hill. Of Mrs. Punbar, and ipany morp 
of pqr friends, niy expulsion prevents piy knowing 
any thing. Lord m^ I^ady Partrey set out for 
Bath on Monday ; he has been ill of the jaundicef 
I h^ve this inoment received ,a Note from: Mr^. 
Montjigu, in which she tellsf; me she is very \yeJl, 
^nd that my Quarantine is oven 
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. It 13 very mortifying to me to be tgid ihat yom 
come to England this year, but not before I leave 
Ix)ndon. However I am glad for the sake of those 
ivho will be the better fpr your coming, but pray, 
tell me in your next, tHat your being here in the 
summer will be no impediment to my finding yoa 
in Bolton Eoiy if I liye till next winter. You may 
send the muslin by whatever conveyance is most 
<:onvenient to you, provided it be oia^e up. I wish 
I could find it less difficult to convey a little parcel 
to you. I have had a set bf Essays, &c. written by, 
my angel friend Miss Talbot, bound for you, which 
I long to get to Ireland, but believe I must wait 
till Lady Dartrey goes. Never was there a truer 
picture of any . mind than this little work is of. 
its author: and I have the pleasure of finding it 
universally read and approved and admired. I was 
in great pain on hearing Mrs. Handcock had been 
ill, but I have lately had the comfort of findmg, 
from the intelligence of some Irish gentlemen who 
have lately seen you, that she is now very well ; I. 
beg my best love to her. 

I know of nothing v^ry , jremarlfable going on at 
present, except preparations for a masquerade at 
the Pantheon. Perhaps you may think it ong 
singular phoenomenon in the present winter, that 
IJ^ macaroni gentlemen wear artificial nosegays. 
§jirely Ithis species pf animal i? i\ot.an J^n^ish ch^^ 

ractert 
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AcXet. Such a coinposition of monkey and demon, 
as at one half of ti;^ day appears to be^tudying all 
fte trices of the most trifling and contemptrble fop- 
pery, arid in the other is raving and blaspheming at 
a gaming*table, must be an aggregate of all the foh 
Bes and all the crimes that a worthless head and a 
profligate heart can collect from all parts of the 
g^obe* Next winter may perhaps furnish a com^ 
panion to the picture, and exhibit the coterie ladies 
making riots at the play-houses, armed with oaken 
dubs, knocking down watchmen, and demolishing 
Iampd,-^and fainting away at the sight of a spider. 
Or an earwig. « 

Adieu, my dear Mrs. Vesey, I am afraid you will 
think this rainy day disposes me to be censorious^ 
But in rain or sunshine I am erer most aflfectiou'* 
ateiy, &c. 
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LETTER LXVin. 

Clarges Street, Jpril iS, 1772. 

I %T!foy» not how to express my gratis 
tude to you, my dear Mrs, Vesey, foryoUrkind^ 

ness 



nesis Hi so f tnmedfotety ans^emg my tasft LeUer); 
better than by following your example* fietbre I 
proceed any further, pray take notice, that I de- 
qou nee open war against you if you ever repeat the 
injury 6f supposing me capable of Imming such 
Leitdfs ais ybur's eithN^r before or aftpr I have read 
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Yotr are^ tery kiiid in promising to let me knovtr 
tJie^ result of the trial. I will take tfce Kberfyyoii 
0:11ow me, and say nothihg to Ldrd Lytteltcm of 
your Ii^t Letter. I believe his hopes are by 110 
means very strong,, at least they were DMbt when i 
la&t heard him gpeak of the affair, so that there 
is no great cause to apprehend hia being quite un^^ 
preparied' for either event, and I think thef less he 
h^ars whHe it is in suspense lite better. One woiihi 
wish a friend, if possible, to sleep out all thetbne 
Metween^ tbe beginning of sucb^ si doubtful affair and 
ks conclusion. In most cases the blow that is felft 
by a certainty of the worst is a cdup de grace com-* 
pared with thp agitations that rack, the mind during 
a state; of suspense^' — ^Wbat ia the loss of that mere 
artificial bauble a title; to any natural distress of the 
be^rt ? I am sqre yoi^ will! be grieved to beiur that 

^ It is much tp be regretted that the public does not benefit 
1^ diem. They were returned ta MrSt VeseyV family long ^04 

i poor 
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poor dear Lady J[.uliana Penn ba$ Jpst Mrs. Baker* 
She had lain»4ia.Qoarly three week^ wiJhQut any ill 
symjitatos ^whatever, -butw^s^theiv; seized by a fever, 
tvhich carried her off in a week. Thist amiable 
young woman Kas left, her friends all the consola- 
tion that can be dcriyed from a reflection on thq 
consequences of her virtues. During the short 
time in which she hajd an opportunity pf acting for 
berself she plainly^ appeared to be pursuing the 
same plan of duty and usefulness hi society for^ 
which the excellent family to which she belongs is so 
itemarkably distinguished. Lady Juliana supports 
this heavy stroke with all the composure and resig- 
nation that can be expected from such principles as 
ber's* I believe you do not know Mr. Baker, a 
inost amiable man, and worthy of such a wife; 
most sincerely do I grieve for bin). 

I had consignad the books, before I had received 
your Letter, to the care of Mrs. Dunbar, who was 
to have sent theip by Mr. Jones, but by some means 
or other they were forgot ; however, you wtH soon^ 
receive them either from herself or Mr. Dunbar. 

_ * • 

Fye upon Mrs. Handcock for shaking her bead as if 
s^edid not think I shouldlove the gown ntoch the 
better for every circumstance about it that dis- 
wvered your kiiid attention. AH ouc friends are 
vif^y many prepiuJng for the general c^ispersion^ 
T^ ailoy to |iie present enjoyment of tbeir spciety 

obliges 



obliges me to carry mytva^^farward to our reimioit 
next winter j; when I liope you will icomplfst^ tht 
circle. Adieu^ my deilr ; M»s. ; Vesey ; j my afiec^ 
jtkmate love to Mrs^ Haddcock* Miss Gck)^^ is 
well, and desiresilier Idve; I dee her every day'; 
we have ^st been into th^. Park, and have had a|l 
the benefit of a ncMrth-east wind in full fi^^ce. 
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: V. ,,ClJarjge8-Strece, i%2a, ITTje. 

.If I could have. gained ai^ |nt«^ljlgenc^ 
wortl? .^nding you, nay dear, M|^^ <Y^> yw 
sliouIc( (;ei;t^nlj)^ have hs^l it imn^edia^t^y^ but as ( 
(coi^ld'uot, X^fps gl^ flfvMis? (^cj^f's jn^ujgenoe 
jto ap iwJiing .^efici, as she, wa^ ^o,^94 i|s J:q underr* 
talcp to.telljo^ thfjt,Itu*d nothing tp tplj^ ypu myselif. 
Mr?. Norman perf^,cjtly ]yell recpl^ec^ ,tl^^ Lord 
Anglesea's daughters lived in Bolton-row, but had 
not the^ teast remcmbhmce of any su<ih f^^doif aS 
you ihentibried, or'any thing particular eveti about 
them- Indeed I had very little expectation p:Q^ talf^ 

ienqjiiiy/ 



Mkpwy, jcooiideriiig'tbrdnrtance ^^f time. ' 1a the 
iong apace 'Of ithkty years Ifad scenbs aire bo dfteh 
diufted oa the theatre t)f:Kfi!^ timt few ^peclaitfh^ 
can retaiti a tolerablfdistmcti ideal 6f "kny 4in^ 
Meie and Iherd' kHbed a biisy^^hareteter may hap^ 
ptn to say add 4o sofn^thnig br other tfaift le&ves a 
lasting impression; but the greater nuiiib^i' are merfe 
guards and attendants, pages and waiting gentle-^ 
women, who just come in and walk out, and as 
soon as they have quitted the stage are thought 
on no more. To be sure one might have given a 
plain answer to a plain question without all this 
parade of imagination, but then^ though you would 
have read it st>orier,^ you wduM not have liked it 
half so well. 

•? ain^now ju^ iHrriwd to the very dregs of a 
London winter*; most of my friends gone into the 
tcotintryj^'knd the few that rethain; in ^e hurry of 
prepai^rig to go, so^mt I have Very little to regret 
that tnf own^otilrhey W^it for tie-^t'Tuesday ; iii- 
ideed it^difld hbtriave been ^Mayed si) lorilg, if I 
"had liof WiStedHfei^ my father, ^vfao is in towh. J 
know^yoti'Vriii tbaritaWy bcstd^ a world df com- 
|)asisioA;oti riie in tllis se&son 6f general dispersion. 
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^boYe Ubixtjfys^n since, when tl^e longest day was deemed the 
fiddle 0^ summeri instead of being, as now, the very beglir- 

• wt i- ' 8 Indeed 
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Indeed the kataoit' of tq^wtnltioa is rnot fA^aliMili^ 
faopeveri tboii^ np ooe, I believiey jnacure fiiUyen* 
jpystheisaekty. of thoftp I dox^ lihaii I do^tlMMiis 
happily m-myl dikpotiitioii fiiieh a gisietyxtf 
that my ylh(nq|^s, iiisttad of du^lting oartb^ qpsi^ 
seat iubpiucalioR; spimg/ forariurd aftd aokkipatiEiodMi 
plettsiuse of rai^tiiig^ ttiem ugain. This ekpeot^tiim 
preFents^dft^ttfe segpteta^of absende^t gives spick to 
every intarOiediajte puiiBuit» (dMdaebthenkoAmdi& 
jfei^ent ofa^tsin an agiioeabie li^st Anongslitiie 
inhabitants of a vbddJike jdias, destiaed to T««;ifiQ;u) 
sltuatkjtfis jaiid to various duJaeSy tUdse velio are the 
oiofit aeariy udted hf ckdke md .^Sfw^oto 
^fteiiJie distaiit b j)lace. But the ooniieitioii i^ 
uiuins mth iimDiteivupted force, iuid pitfiMryea^ 
iBQfit viduafak .^draaitages^ ifrMe idsiKMii^i tiie< aeve^ 
nd roadft of . life each is (SoiiiiiBtad by ^im^ conusofl 
fMirpose^ aftd foUpiva>QnB eomflfum '^ade,^ uijdcr 
whose /coadmst aH t^e tcM^eUeiB b^U set lifat tba som 
tp iheet.iatbe saaie.comiiionai)^^ 

i hane hec^ notfaiiig latefy l<pf f iti)t/v¥takiioii( 
cause. I hope your agitations mat 1)y^ttBSii«ppii]r 
over, as the last accounts were rather favorable. I 
have had the pleasure of hearing, though not from 
herself, that Mrs. Dunbar was got safely to Dublin, 
and very well. I beg my most affectionate love to 
her. Mrs. J. Pitt is at Sunning-hill, and wdl not, 
I fear, come to town again before I leave it. . Mi5^ 

Montftgu 
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Idioitfft^ went to Tunbrii%e on Monday^ «f wfaicH 
1 nrasl hdartily glad^ for thQ la&t hurry of a LoogUm] 
aeaaon was b^gmning to produce its vtsmH effects 
gn^her lieaitb ; but upon the whole I think she ktiA 
beep btttor tbisiyear tham I ever knew her for n 
f/bole wmter* Shd wished me very much to tac^ 
company; herita Tunbridge> but as she was .neither 
ill nor jalooe, and I could be of no paiticiilar> U8e,f 
I resi^d the temptation, as it would be 3 inconve- 
nient for me to be longer absent from home.^ Miss 
Cooper is- wdl^ ttbd deares her love to you. She 
leafves town on Mdnday. She has been a most de^ 
l^tfutty agrbeaUenei^ibour to me, and I have 
heeA^ obliged' to * hear' for very ^matiy ' entertaining 
hours, ^aftdi ^ tfab kindest attention during my exile 
from 1ii&i*t3stof lAytriends. Adieu, my dear Mrs^ 
iT^seyu I am i^eibeHring to a greater disttaace from 
yt!^ as distance' k-measuied upon tbe. surfiic^of 
the :: teitaquexms ' globe, ^ hutj my thoughts wiU^ . be 
equally ttedr* fmd> dver afiectionately yd%r's. JRray 
letme bkvtcitha pleasiiirb of ri^icdvkig a Letteri frbm 
yoq ^TtitHk^T 1 am gofc to Deal. : : ^ > ; > 
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LETTER tXXi 



Deal, June 12, lT7^, 

Though I say it who should not say it^ 
i believe) my deaf Mrs. Vesey, thit there is not it 
decypherer in the wdrld who could have made out 
.your last Letter except myself, not that I am vain 
enough to ascribe this special power to the particu^ 
lar sagacity of my head^ wliich would never have 
got me out of such a Scrapei Oh what perplexity 
and confusion of all the twenty-four letters of the 
alphabet ! if it had not been aided and abetted and 
comforted by my heart. 

I have, according to your direction, writ by this 
Post to Mrs. Perry, and hope soon to find the good 
effects of it* You have laid me under a restraint^ 
which I feel the more difficult for the very reason 
that you assign for it, as its being a mark of your 
affection is the circumstance that would most natu* 
rally tempt me to talk of it; however^ I promise to 
be very prudent, and, like Queen Midas, I will 
whisper the secret only to the reeds/ and I think 
they can scarcely blab it beyond the county of lCent> 
where as nobody knows you, nobody knows or 

Yot* IV4 F cares 
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^ cares how little or how much you love me. I beard 
from Mrs. Montaj^a last week j she gives me a very 
good account of her health. I stayed in town till 
I left very few to regret behind me : I hope soon 
to hear that they are breatliing the fresh air as well 
as myself Of alL solitudes I^ndon is the most 
dismal and the least improveable. 

I hope Mrs. Dunbar has not forgot to bring yoa 
Miss Talbot's Essays, which I designed you should 
have had long before, if I could have found an oppor- 
tunity of conveying them. I have not yet been able 
to fix in any regular course of reading, but hope 
to get more settled and quiet by next week. My 
head for the last month or six weeks has been un?' 
commonly easy for such a restless kind of head as^* 
mine. It has probably been the better for so dry 
a spring. Be so good as to give my love to Mrs. 
Handcock, and let her know I shall be glad of 
twenty-six yards of the cloth i^e mentions at 4s. 6d. 
a yard, and am very much obliged for the trouble 
she has taken about this foolish commission. 

How could YOU be so inhuman ta talk in such » 
dark and alarming way, as if there was any thing, 
except the common accidents of mortality likely to 
disappoint my hopes of meeting you m town next 
winter ? You are »an absolute savage if you do not 
write soon^ and set my heart at rest from this alarm;. 
... I expect 
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t Expect evelhjf minute to be summohed to dinner,, 
iuid I must not make my father wait. 
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LETTER LXXL 

Deali Jvii/ 17, 1772. 

It is riot ft week, liiy dear Mrs. Vesey, 
that I haTe been in possession of yoiir kind preserit, 
for which I ought to have thanked you by the first 
Post, but my head has been in so wretched a state 
ever since, that writing was extremely painful to 
me, so I was obliged to confine myself to the gra- 
titude of my heart, which sensibly feels this and 
ievery other instance of your kindness. Besides 
this consideration, which forms its greatest value, 
the muslin is delightfully pretty, and I have looked 
at it and admired it several times in every day, and 
feel more pleasure and vanity in the thoughts of 
making my appearance in it to-morrow than many 
a fine lady would feel from a birth-day suit. I am 
transported \Vith the work-bag. I thank you for 
comprehending what a delightful prize to an old 

f % maid 
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nmid is a bit of pink ribbon that may be worn witlr 
impunity, and malice itself eannot object \o this 
decoration where you have placed it. I had a very 
polite Note from Mrs. Perry from Dover, in which 
she mentioned her going to Spa, and offered to exe- 
cute any commission for me there. Will you be 
so good when you write to present my compliments 
and thanks, as it was not in my power; and my 
civility would cost her tnuch more than it is worth 
if I sent it after her into Germany. 

I had a Letter from Mrs. Montagu lact night, in 
which she makes me happy by an account that Tun- 
bridge has been of all the benefit she could wish to 
her health. She went to town about a week ago, 
and is preparing to go into Berkshire. 

I hope you enjoyed at Lucan, in health and 
spirits, those few golden days which gave one more 
lively ideas of summer than any which have glad- 
dened this climate for many years. They have- 
been succeeded here by the cold and suUenness 
of November. I found my spirits so irresisti- 
bly affected by the change that it was with some 
difficulty I could prevent feeling quite fretful 
about it. A very unreasonable and unwarrant- 
able kind of impatience this, to quarrel with the 
natural influences of those elements to which we 
belong, and which, with all their inconveniencies, 
we are generally very unwilling to quit. The me- 
chanical 
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chanical eflfect indeed it is not in tiie power of our 
utmost endeavours to prevent, but the evil, like all 
othei's, is much lessened by submitting quietly to it; 
Indeed the indulgence of any discontent on this 
subject would have very little excuse, even if all 
the hours of health and exhilaration were dedicated 
to the pursuits of wisdom and virtue ; but it is still 
less justifiable when one considers how great a part 
of them, when no worse employed, are suffered to 
l5vaporate in mere harmless trifling, and the childish 
pursuits of idle and undetermined vivacity. — I beg 
your pardon for troubling you with this lesson for 
myself, but I seldom feel any unreasonable ten«? 
dency so strongly as when I see it e;tprest in black 
and white. The, determinations of thought are 
often so subtile and volatile as to elude the grasp 
of the mind, unless they are fixed down by sonic? 
external assistance. And so because I am too idle 
to undertake this exercise merely for my own pri- 
vate edification, I am mightily apt to instruct my*- 
«elf at the expence of the patience of my friends. 

If you ever see Mrs. Dunbar be so good as to 
assure her of my affectionate love. I have the 
pleasure of hearing from every body that she looks 
fielightfuUy and is very well, but not one ward liave 
J had from herself Lady Dartrey I am sorry to 
isay I do not hear so good an account of. Adieu ! 
my ii^ar Mi:s, Vesey. My kjnd love to Mrs. 

Ilandcock ; 



JIaadcock : if $he was so gqod to be my proxy in tho 
^tting the negligee, it has succeeded i mferyeille, 
for \t wanted very little alteration indeed, liCt me 
hear from you sooi^. Heaven bless you, 
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i^ETTER L5CXJI, 



Pe^], 4ug, IQ, 1772, 

It was indeed most kindly attentive of 
yqu, my dear Mrs. Ve3ey, tp forbear acqu^iinting 
ine with pooi" dear Mrs. Henry's accident, till yoii 
(iould inform me that the worst of it was over. £vei| 
nowl camiQthelp feeling my spirits strongly affected 
by tt^e remaining sufferings which shf herself sup»- 
ports mth so much patience and cheerfulness. I am 
very thankful however, that the most painful .an4 
dangerous of them are past, and I hope every day 
will now diminish them. I beg you will assure her 
pf my kind love and most affectionate good wishes* 
I know I need Efot ask you to give me very soon an 
account l^ow she goes OU;^ as you are i^ensible of the 

anxiety 



anxiety I must feel for so truly good and valuable^a 

friend. It is no wonder she should support het- 

«elf ia a manner very superior to many of those 

whom you call my beau:C. They talked and rea- 

^onedvLpon their principles ; ^he feels said acts upon 

her's. I rejoice both for Mrs. Plenry and for yoti 

in the size of your venerable rooms ; in such a con' 

finenfient and in such weather, a free circulation of 

air is a most essential comfort. It was happy you 

.Ji€^^ a, friend to partake your cares in nursing. I 

rbapp your beaUh has noMtiffered by the shock, and 

^th^ anjuatyl vwhich you mUst have fekfrom this dis- 

treasful accident. 

Mrs^ Mqntiagu: is gqing into Oxfordshire to vi^it 
Irord and Lady Nuneh^wi. Not long since I heard 
from poor Lady Juliana P.eiii^^ si* pf^o$es spend- 
ing the summer at Stoke. She writes in a style of 
divine resignation, of which she gives the best proof 
by mentioning with cheerfulness and gratitude her 
still remaining comforts and blessings. Pray rejoice 
the heart of Mrs. Henry by this paragraph. 

What is become of Mrs. Dunbar and half the 
friends I have in the world, I know not ; as they 
do not trouble themselves to give me any intelli- 
gence about their situg^tion. I comfort myself in 
the hope, while I hear nothing to the contrary, that 
they are well and happy, whether they think of me 

or 
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6r not is of v^i^ little consequence in their train 
de vie, whatever it may be to mine, who, by mix- 
ing very little in the bustle of the world, am apt to 
make a serious point of the concerns of my heart, 
to which I find much more leisure to attend, than 
people who are more engaged in an attention to 
things. 

A thousand thanks to you for giving me the hopes 
of seeing you in town this winter, I am delighted at 
the fdea of probably finding you there at my arri- 
val. It is with the utmost difficulty my head ha$ 
allowed me to proceed thus far, but I was deter- 
mined not to omit this Ppst. I quite depend otx 
your giving me very early, and I trust good inteU 
Jigence of your malade. All happiness attend you^ 
your nur^ry and friends. 



WTT|;i| 
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LETTER LXXIII. 



Deal, Oct. IS, 1772. < 

On the first sight of your hand, my dear 
Mrs. Vesey, I had formed an agreeable expectation 
of finding your Letter dated from some druid's cave, 
or monument: you. will easily guess my disappoint- 
ment and grief at finding your leaving Ireland de- 
layed by such a reason. I sh6uid have been moi^ 
alarmed, however, about dear Mrs. Handcock's situ- 
ation, if I had received the account from any oiie 
less tenderly int^re^ted. But your general sensi- 
bility heightened by stmng particular affection, has 
I trust filled you with worse a|f)preHerisions thah 
there is any real ground for. It could not I think 
be expected that with a violfent contiision, and pro- 
bably some strain, she could be much better in 
eight days. It is very affecting to me to think, how 
your spirits must have' been harassed during this 
iast summer. But such evients are a Source of true 
comfort in the reflexion, when they have called oiit 
the exertions of such a h^art as your's. In every 

I-etter 
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Letter I receive from Mrs. Henry, she speaks with 
the most lively gratitude, and kind affection, of the 
unwearied attention and goodness which she expe- 
rienced from you all at Lucan during her melan- 
choly confinement. Indeed it was quite a blessing 
that her misfortune should have happened in a 
place where it received every possible alleviation. 
May Heaven recompence all the melancholy hours 
which have been so kindly devoted to your sufFer* 
ing friends in Ireland, by many cheerful ones with 
those who so sincerely and aniiiously wish for yoa 
in England, 

. It is well for n^y vanity that tjie Di^chess ^f 
Leinster has no <>ppQrtunity qf cQmpapijg x^^ 
with the flattering picture drawn of me by my J^ipd 
lOifi partial friei^ids. You oj^ce i?efore ynpntipne^ 
.a desire of showmg her some^qf my Letters, apd^I 
then lefjtyo^ ^js I dp now to fellow yo^r oiypinqlj- 
naticMi, or rather, dj^retion. If yoiar opinion ^f 
the effect f j^py p^ht .{?e Jikelj|;o jprpduqe^jw^^s.^ 
)velli grom>4e4, ^/I ^ aw persudcf^^ ijt is siiwrejje^ |I 
, should ^e J ;happy , in the use' wbicli jjou p^ppq^q tjo 
pxake iof t|iem,r^b.ut there is sprn^tbiijg very dj%r^qt 
.ip .the Hi?i4 iPf ipf|pre^^iQi:j ^?^.de tW the Iji^art of a 
friend to , wh^c^ . they, arp > impijediately acjc|res^<?^4> 
-and thp jfidgpi^pt^iGff, ai^ ^nintereate4 reajdpf, |Jom(- 

^ . ■ r,^ ■ : ,. ' .: • • ; ; • ■, ^ • - • eyfiT 
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ever at all events, if it will give you pleasure, you 
have my free consent to do as you like *. 

On reading your description of the beautiful 
situation of your cottage, I could not help fetching 
a sigh, to think how incapable you then were of 
enjoying it But the walks of Paradise would lose 
their charms if they were haunted by the evils of 
mortality. But it is well for our present imperfect 
virtue, that the innumerable circumstances which 
must concur to make up the sum of a single hour 
of happinesi, are of so precarious a nature as to 
remind us perpetually of that dependance, which if 
our enjoyments were more complete we should sa 
goon be in danger of forgetting. 

It was not till last night I got your Letter, ancjL 
I answer it immediately ; as I shall be very anxious 
t6 know how dear Mrs.Handcock does, I must re- 
quest you to be equally speedy; my affectionate 
love and best wishes attend her; Adieu ! dear 
Mrs. Yesey, ; God bless you, and send you hap- 
pily a«iong us. 

r 

■ >■'''' . ■ 

* Mrs. Veieys opinion upon tliis subject never varied; 
'^nd this reply of IVIrs. Carter gives a complete and additipnal 
: lection to (be pppsent publication. 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

Clargcs Street, Mai/ 26, 177S, 

Your spirit has a most restless life, my 
dear Mrs. Vesey, if it .is fluttering after all your 
friends who are now dispersing themselves to the 
four winds of heaven. It had better have sat quiet 
with me in Clarges Street, where I have been 
obliged to remain an idle hearer of the bustle of 
others, as an ill-timed little fever has confined me 
very much, though not totally, to my pillow. This 
is the first day I have felt any comfortable symptoms 
of returning health. My fever, I thank God, is 
nearly gone, and I shall I hope in a day or two be 
able to join in the hurry that is necessary to tiuns- 
port one to a distance from the spot, to which all 
one's trumpery has been fixed for so many months. 
I hope to set off for Kent next Wednesday, and 
to be quietly fixed there for the remainder of the 
year, awake to all the blessings I find in .th^t situa- 
tion, and sometimes amusing myself witji pleasant 
dreams of next winter. I need not say how prin- 
cipal a figure you will make in the picture ; for I 
am determined to hope without hesitation that yoq 
ar« to be in England, though when 1 taxed you 

with 
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with it, you was so cruel as to say you did not think 
so yourself. 

In however small a degree I may have been 
instrumental to so happy a change in the friend 
you mention, I am very tliankful for it< But indeed 
it was the operation of a higher power, whose 
goodness will never suffer any honest mind to 
wander in darkness, while it carefully and diligently 
seeks for light. The probity of her character, a 
strong sense of religion in general, and a sincere 
desire of xliscovering the truth, were such quali- 
fications as naturally lead to conviction, and 
must always obtain the assistance necessary to 
produce it. 

I hope your tenderness gives you more alarm 
about dear Mrs. Handcock than is necessary, I 
wish you could persuade her into more exercise. 
I am glad Lady Primrose is so well, your visit 
will do her a world of good. Do not despond, 
you will beyond doubt, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
recover the delightful enthusiasm for rural objects, 
to which I am persuaded a few dark clouds have 
given only a temporary interruption. The first 
bright day will restore verdure to the fields, and 
harmony to tlie groves, and I hope to find by your 
next Letter, (for I fear you will not return to London 
before I go) that you are enjoying all the beauties 
of the country with your usual poetical spirit. It 

is 
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is but seldom perhaps that merely the incresls^ df 
years deprives us of innocent and reasonable plea> 
fiures. They are much oftener lost among the 
passions and interests and schemes of the world. 
When the mind has been so happy as to keep 
tolerably out of the tumult, it will, as long as any 
of its faculties remain, be awake to every unso- 
phisticated delight. Adieu! my head says I must 
have done, and however unwillingly I am obliged 
to obey — God bless you. 



N^^ 



iioMi 



^ 



LETTER LXXV. 



Tunstal, June 8, 1773^ 

Something whispers me, my dear Mrs* 
Vesey, that you are still in town, and I feel a 
pleasure in thinking I can once more converse with 
you in Bolton-row, before that long absence iit 
which my thoughts must travel over such a length 
of land and sea to find you* There is not indeed 
any part of the globe, to which they would not 
follow you, but it is less pleasant to filnd you in an 
unknown region, and amidst objects with which I 

a have 
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bave iia connection, than in that dear green dressing 
room, where I have passed so many happy hours 
with you. Amidst all' the tender regrets, which I 
feel from their being so long suspended, I love and 
cherish the hope which enlivens me by the prospect 
that they will return again. In the mean time let 
us accommodate ourselves to the necessary inter- 
ruptions which the best and most eligible enjoy- 
ments of society must often undergo from the 
condition of an imperfect and varying life ; and by 
endeavouring to improve every opportunity of our 
several situations, become more endeared to each 
-Other, in proportion as we become better, and 
consequently more secure in the glad expectation 
that when or wherever we next meet, the meeting 
must be happy. 

I beg my kind love to Mrs. Handcock ; I hope 
she has not suffered by the hurry of her spirits on 
the suddenness of the scheme for setting out. Both 
she and you will have forgiven my abrupt manner 
of going off on Tuesday ; as I am sure you will 
both believe I should have been more civil if I had 
felt less. I was waked in tlie night at Dartford by 
a noble peal of thunder, and wished to know if 
you and some more of my friends, who love the 
sublime of the elements, shared it with me. I 
thought on you all : recommending you and myself 
to heaven; and then as none of you were visibly 

present 
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jpreseni; to speculate with me on die tempest, Quietly 
returned to sleep in the midst of it. 

My love to Miss Cooper, and be so good as to 
tell her, that if she is in town I believe Mrs. Pen- 
nington will call on her on Tuesday morn, about 
her breakfast hour. If you should not be gone, I 
am sure she will be delighted to call on you, and 
her old acquaintance Mrs. Ilandcock: She begs 
her compliments to you both. I defer writing to 
Mrs. Montagu till I get to Deal ; but your motions 
are so uncertain, that I would not omit the first 
chance of a Letter finding you in town. Be so 
good as to remember me kindly to Mr. Vesey, 
thank him for my books, and tell him I shall think 
of him with more kindness than ever, the sooner 
he contrives to get back to England. As I have a 
great partiality for Ireland, I am perfectly well 
contented it should share you with us, and it is 
welcome to all the long days of summer : but it 
should in return allow us some winter evenings. 

I hope soon to hear fi'om Miss Cooper, and you 
will remember your promise of desiring her to 
acquaint me with your proceedings, do not add to 
your hurry by writing yourself. I propose being 
at Deal to-morrow evening. Adieu! my dearest 
Mrs. Vesey ; God conduct you safely to your 
present destination, and restore you happily to 
us a^ain. 

lEtXEE 
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l^ETTEJt LXXVL 

•• J)e9i^ July i6f irfi. 

Thoi^hc^h I longed irnpatlently to bi^a^ 
from youy. my dear Mrs. Ves^y, your silence gave 
me^ no suspicions.^ I am tpa well convinced qf 
your affection to a friend whp so tsiticerely loi^ 
yoju^ not to believe that fjpou >woi4d thiialc often and' 
kindly of me, whether yoM tc^d me so or not* 
Yet one is always pleased by every confirmation •(^^ 
an interesting truth, even where the conviction if 
ever so strong,, and I heartily thank ypu for eyerj' 
affecitionate expression in your Letter. 

. By this time I hope ypu are in health and good 
spirits, enjoying all the beauties of Lucan, and all 
the delightful reveries of your own imagination. I 
lament for you who I hope will so often trjavel 
throygh Wales, that its poetical and i-omantic 
grandeur is so tamed and dwindled, that you were 
obliged to go so far out of your way to find a «pot 
capable of apuusing you with the danger of break** 
ing your ne^L Probably, however, the inhabitants 
^f a country so loitered may feel more obligationa 
to the pri^aic taste of the turnpike commissioners 
^^n ^o\x do. Safety, ease, and convenience are 

VOJL, IV. O very 
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▼ery agreeable tircumstances in a place of abode;, 
though the sublime objects of untamed nature 
afford so high an entertaiiiment itp.the imagination 
•f a poetical traveller. 

I $ent your Letter to Miss Cooper by the very 
next Post after it arrived. I heartily thank you for 
giving me leave to read it; when I saw that it was 
not sealed, I longed for the perrhisston Which t 
found so kindly granted at the ctidbf your Letter 
to me. . Miss Cooper is such a Ivretch that she has 
not writ ta thank me for th^ conveyance of what I 
know would giVe her so much pleasure. When I 
liiard from her, she was preparing to go to Bromley'; 
but she did not omit mentioning dfear Mrs. Hand- 
cock's galanterie of the tisa cups ; my love and 
thanks to her, but I firmly believe wc neither of us 
needed any such mementb of her, but I Am sure 
we shall both find the tea much the better, wliicH 
is conveyed to us in such a proof of her friendship 
for us. 

Lady Ancram and Mrs. Crofton are at Deal 
Castle, and I hope are likely to remain there the 
most part of the summer. They both enquired 
much after you — ^Tbe match, between Lord Car^ 
marthen, and Lady E. D'arcy se^ms- to be renou6 
tout de bbn. I wish you joy of firiding a live 
genius in the Isle of Ahglesea : which I axxr per- 
suaded 
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suaded you would think the next good thing, to 
meeting the ghost of a druid. 

You ask me why the " iead is always so sus- 
picious of the heart." Indeed, my dear Mrs^ 
Vesey, it would he happy for us if this was ahvays 
the case, particularly in that instance in which you 
seem to think it so strange, " the emotions of the 
most innocent affection." Ijt is upon this very 
account that they require the strictest guards and 
the tnost careful direction. Our wrong disposition^ 
are open enemies, which at the first view. declf^r^ 
war against our virtue and our happine^^. Qufi 
innocent affections are amiable but impnident 
friends, which, if they are suffered to take the lea4> 
may carry us through flowery paths into sitaAtipftft. 
of inextricable perplexity and danger ; though the 
most endearing and valuable companions of our 
way, when they are taught to submit to a proper 
guidance. 

I hope soon to hear from you, and pray tell me 
when I may again frank my Letters to Mr. Vesey ; 
though if you are wise you will conceal it, for there 
is no guessing whether I might not have pursued 
the subject you threw in my way through another 
sheet, if I had been perfectly sure my dissertation 
was worth the encrease of postage, which, happily 
for you, I do not think a very clear point. Heaven 
bless you. 

© 2 'l-ETTER 
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LETTER LXXVn. 

Deal, Sept. II, }7Ti. 

It is impossible for me, my dear Mrs.* 
Vesey^ to begin my Letter with any other subjec* 
iAihh that which I am sure must at present be so 
' near your heart as the loss of our excellent and 
dear Lord Lyttelton *. To his friends alone this 
fe a melancholy event, to himself I trust it prov^ 
most jo)rful. From a world which so little deserved 
bis virtues he is removed to ttie applauding society 
(^saints and angek, and to the righteous Judge, 
who will reward them* Except the testimony of n- 
good conscidnoe, a long series 6{ disappeintmente 
in every human pursuit left him a very small portion 
of happiness below. His great integrity, his amiabte 
i^mplidty, €lnd the gentle temper of his mind, ren- 
dered him unfit for the advancements of life, which 
in fiiis bad world are procured and supported by 
arts to which his soul was an utter stranger ; and 

/ 

*^dimc. passages of 'tWs and tbe following Letter wer© 
printed in the Memoirs of Mrs. Carter, but they are kiseited 
here in 6fder to preserve the connexion of the Letters, ivhick 
would have been incomplete without them. 

5 the 
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the aftectioiis of his heart wer^ disappointed iti 
every scheme of that domestic comfort which he 
\va5 so peculiarly qualified to impart and tp enjoy, 
lie was a noble and edifying example of the powcar 
of Ghristdan principles in many instafices, and very 
particularly in thert absolute resignation to the 
divine wflV i^hic^ calmed his mind amidst all tte 
*tonni^ which with almost 'unremitting violence beat 
tipon Mm. Iti all the conversations upon his mis- 
f6rtunes to ivh«ch I have been witness, J do not 
rt!cblle<it ever to hai^ heard him utter a singlie 
teiitmur or complaint. It pleased God to try him 
In the ^* furnace of affliction/' and like gold he 
trame out with the greater purity 4nd the brighter 
iustre. — ^The concluding scene of his life was con- 
formable to all the past. Tlie cwjcouHft is very 
affecting, but very delightful.' His sun set in calm 
isplendbulr without a cloud, his mind was supported 
f)y Christian laith, and his hopes were full of im- 
mortality .-^Mr. Pepys was with him at Hagley to 
iht kst; aiid as Mrs. Montagu ;«\ill have very 
particular "accounts from him, she will probably, 
Vhen her mind is sufficiently ciorhposed, transmit 
them to yon. I had a Letter from her last night: 
f thank God her health has not suffered from this 
stroke. She appears as deeply aflfected by it as one 
Wpqld Tjaturg^Uy suppose her to be, and expresses 

herself 
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heiSelf with as much piety aa sppsibility on Jicr 
jnelaricholy loss of such a friend. 
. ' I, hope you have by this time got rid of the, con- 
sequences of your bathing. Indeed you are moat 
intolerably rash. Do pray give yourself up .^ l^t^l^ 
more, to the directions of Mrs. Handcpck. Her 
sober good sense will cojrrect your :^pcies, and h^r 
laffection is! too . sti:ong tq suffer her to laugh wh^n 
there is the least reasonable cause <^f alanm.^, JEjy 
guarding ,against imaginary disten^qrs ,yoa arjQ jip 
perpetual real dangeivlirom misapplifed ^d if^PTPP^ 
!remedies« Ydur pr0S|Ci:ij}tions; agree, better j.w^ 
your friends than with yourself. Yqu; bave-sept 
Lady Dartrey to me i^ ,yery. cQmffljft;aJ)le Ji^Qalt^^ 
which I hope Bristol will cojafirm against the a^tapjfs 
of winter. Her sweet little -boy, |thQuglj:.e^l\|i^q.y8 
ivery . healthy, has evidently , acquired; a ;gif^a^r 
degree of firmnees, and sonie; addition tp l^is fajry 
size, since be has been herp.-,. She^gop^ tp Bwajql 
next wttk, and had set l^r;,heaift pn, carrying t;he 
child with her, butit isithou^rt to b^^^qmi^hjmqr^ 
beneficial for;him to cpntiovie somj^ tJP^e lojigejr ^^re, 
that with her «sqa} su^a^jisjsioa ^o Wfy r^e^asopa^}^ 
opposition she h^aip agreqd to, le^ve hiip^^^I^^ipd. 
/Inhere is nothing very surprizing in ypun tendency 
to love dear Lady Dartrey prodigiously. The more 
you become acquainted with her, thf more irr§- 
^ sistible 
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sistible you will find it. Her understanding ^ clear^ 
lively, and elegant, her imagination liighjy poetical, 
her virtues are fixed on the steadiest principles of 
religion, and her heart is amiable to a degree which 
to any one not perfectly acquainted with it can 
scarcely be described. 

As to your question. Cynosure * is one of the 
»names of the pplar st^r, wliich I think will solve 
your difficulty. It is perhaps too uncommon and 
scientific a word, and if the thought w as good for 
miich, one would wish that Milton had not by this 
expression obscurpd It I hope you have by this 
time .heard from ]Vli9S. Cppper,;^ and you wijl tijiyd 
ioxm^ that she h^4 . top good, an excuse fpjr v^% 
writing sooner; ,6he^i^ however, I tha^Jj: ..Q^dj; 
bettet npw, though^ not^^as ^'^\\ as her friends wjslx 
her: I, hadia Letter t<;^ay. I beg tq bq, kindly 
remembered to Mx, Vqi^ey land iMrs. ]Hsju?dcock» 
Farewell, ^ jmy cj^'ar ; Mrs. V esey^ . God ble$s ^^ y qu^^ 
May we^ be jthq ^ tetter by reflecting , pn the iriend 

• t /n !■ • y •■ , • ..(/■. ■ ■'•■1 : . -'^'.'1' 
♦ The Cynosure of neighb'ring eyes, UAW^pb. , ; 

A striking instance, an^ong, many others^ of. pedantry; in t)ur 
great pojtt, which Mrs. Carter V correct judgment qoulJ not 
apprbv^l lit seems pi'bWble that Milt6n^^ taste wiU'Vitiatec^ 
by his fiutiiliar aMtqutiiiitahce with the Italian Pi>et9. CynosttVe,^ 
in jts prober sense^y is m\ th<s j^olarstar, byt the consteilation^ 
vf Ujsa Minor, of which the polar star is a.j)a.rt. . . f , - 

. - who 
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wbo n iieipoved froth us, aind thankful for those 
Whom the. divm^ goodness permits us to 0njoy. 
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Deal, SepUXJj 1773. 



TiotJiiH ybu m\ist hive received a Letter 
fttftp^ me before your's ctjald arrive here, yet a^ 
you wish to healr from me^ my dear Mrs. Vesey^ 
I cainot forbear writing agiqn, though I have nQ 
new' ititbrina%n to give you; ds when I tgndoled 
%itfcydu irt my last Letter on the loss of our 
excellent ^-iepd, I *told ydti all the particulars I bacj 
learnt In regard 'to this interesting Sub|fect.^ It is a 
great fclessing tp us both A^t odV deair^Mrs. Mon- 
tagu^§ health has not been affected by this trying 
stroke, i- r ^ 

It is very true that the death of a frien4 is ai^ 
^w^kepipg call to the heart, to >yhich. it isLOUf duty 
^n4 pur iMerest to attend. Such fiA awful and 
Meeting memento s^hould alarm our careles6nes« 
^d excite piif diligence in every duty that tnay 

j5ontribftt6 
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contribute to Qurretiriion with eveiy virtiiotis partn^ 
of our Hearts. Such it disposition will' saoctify ot|t 
sorrows, Wa give an employment to ouf iiiihdsl 
jBut do not let us, my dear frjend, " Sorrow likf 
those without , nope,; nor when one blessing is rc- 
moved, deject our spirits by melancholy apprehen*' 
sions about the rpst burely 'such hopes as become^ 
k Cf]iristian win find ho dimculty'ih their adl^iisiloll 

^ ;■ ».';i;'l.::[ bj ^-'■' L 'f- «r' ' .> ^^'ih Liii i<* - 'i•4U^i^•3^i•i..- 
to a heart like VOurs, if U was Ti^rly alloweo t4 

discover tLeir exceltency and iniportance, and wall 

1 ^.:, .:') ■^h^^' '.■'il ^nUf )..;..-, s'lrl' •- li«r..>L:,;V \r :iii 

not drivea back by the. hurry and tumult of thfe 



ihe hopie 6r a better.' The d^rjc feloii'd bf deatfe iS 
ever ii^pendins over tlve gayest scehes, and l^urjelV 
It mqst be worth our utmost thought, and atteniion 
to seek for some, assistance to penetrate the shaae» 
and oiscover tW prospect of Immortality and'hSppii 
ness beyond it. Do not turn your thpughts witli 
such aespondency from the view of your i^eturn tb 
England, where, God be thanked, ther^ are s(i 
maiiy friend^ who love and wish for you. I/Ct us 
look forward with (:heerful expectation to our all 
meeting again; and if we indulge this hbpe with 
that proper sense of depenclance on ftim who ♦lone 
^as the power of accomplishing it, we shall be jus| 
|S well (perhaps n^ch better) disposed to submit 

to 
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|o,|Ldiss^ppointaient, as if we tormchted ourselves 
.by a perpetu^ forecast of it; and^all our anticipa- 
tion of uncertmn, evils is only just so much misery 
Apurepcrte.. , 

I most heartily thapk you for your delightful ac- 
count of the manner in which IVIrs. Dunbar exerts^ 
herself to diffuse happmess arbund her. S6 m'licb 
f^ctivitvpf Virtue is such a triumph pver the strong 
impediment of an uncommon degree ,of natural in- 
dqlence as nothing but those principles by which 
she jjs uniformly guided^ could possibly effect. I 
am charmed with your picture pf the Chapel, t 
tomk .Mrs. Dunbar has too good a taste ever to re- 
jM^ofie the gilding, or obliterate thjSf yenerable ti;aces 
pf the sombre pencil of time. ./ * * 

Though you could npt seduce me out of the plain 
turn-pike-ro^d, nor convince me that it w^ wortl^ 
the hazard of travelling in the dark, merely to t^ke 
a view of some spruce villa on the banks of the 
Thames, or a square brick house with broad sash 
windows, once inhabited by good Queen Anne, I 
do think my genius for jthe sublime could tot have 
withstood your invitation to such a scene of wild 
natural grandeur as you describe, and I am not 
sure whether 1 should npt even have followed Miss 
Vesey into so noble a ' recess o^—" The lone ma-i 
Jesty of untamed nature. 

I re* 
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I return you Lord Valencia's Letter, trliicfai doe» 
him great honour ; and I hope is a proof that hm 
has , profited by the great blessing of being con- 
nected with, so eixcellent a friend. My summer 
friends in this place are taking their flight like the 
swallows. Lord and Lady Dartrey went last week. 
Lady Ancram and Mrs. Crofton on Motiday : the 
former is to return in a few days, but Mrs. Crefton 
takes up her winter abode in town sans retour. I 
was very unforti^nate in not l^ejn^ able to spend the 
last day with them, as they kindly wished me. 
But my fath^ was unwell, and I did not care to 
les^ve him, at dinner: ^ad in the afternnaon, when I 
could have gop^, my head sent me at six o'clock to 
my pillow. , . . 

The last time I heard from Miss Cooper she wa« 
got better ; probably she has told you that the King 
has giyen Dr. Beattie ^ pension of QOOL a year : at 
which! think every friend to geinius, dedicated to 
the sefvice of religion and of virtue, wi)l rejoicp. 
The Dr. ^nd Mrs. Beattie have been at Sandleford^ 
but were preparing to leave it when I heard las( 
from. Mrs. Montagu. Mrs. Scott is still with. her. 
My affec^pnate love to Mrs. Handcock and Mrs. 
Dunbar. I rejoice to hear she is so near you. Do 
pray write soon. It cannot, I think, hurt your 
^j^rits to converse with a friend, in whom vpu have 

so 



9t 

Id kitii a cdnfidence, and of tvhose sincere affec- 
tion knAtobst al*dent wishes for yoar happiness you 
cariiiot doubt May <jod bless and pireserve you, 
idd give you evfery assistance you need. 



I 
I 
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t j ,;•. , Deal, ^f. 25, 177^ 

r 

TrtauGH I wrote to you riot above a 
Week bfefore I received your last kind Letter, yet 
as you tell m^, it is a consolation to yOu to hear 
irom me, 1 cannot forbear writing so soon again. 
it grieves me to find your spirits are still so low ; 
but do ejideavOur to raise them from the melati- 
choly chambers of the grave, to those glad regions 
of immortality and happiness, where I trust our 
fexcellent friend is rejoicing in his escape from the 
fcuiferings of probationary life. It would be abso- 
lutely seifiiih to wish him back agaiii into a world 
where his trials derived their most painful acutenesn 
ifrom the sensibility of his virtue. 

How could you think that 1 could ever ^ve my 
consent for printing tliat incorrect and imperfect 

3ketcbi 
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ijbetcb *, which the first effu^ioi^s of my h^^ «•»* 
mnily fT&dm^eA^ w:beo I w^s coftyersir\g with i^ 
«»»iM»aii ftiend ap interested in th«t $ul)gQ€*i 

I^jma wth yau in wi3hiing theje n^f^y be a weU wi^ 
li& *f good Irfard Lyttelton : but 1 94J1 very .far kom 
being equal to such a task. 

Thott^ I agree with you in the great use that 
may be derived from an account of the life of a 
character of distinguished excellence, I differ from 
you with TCgardto the iperaon^ who will receive the 
foene£i:froin works of this kind. They contributei 
9A 6V£iy thing else does, to make tl^ good better, 
but \8eldom pr aever to reform the bad. Those 
whom you justly characterize by the title of " Un^ 
feeling scoffers," are as impenetrable to example a^ 
th.y a«B to ree.pn; and though, as you say, ihey 
may be silenced, they will not be convinced : for 
conviction is not an 6peration of the head, but of 
the heart This is the doctrine of inspiration ; and 
common sense and experience bear ample testi- 
mony to its truth. You say Lord Ljrttelton " be- 
came a Christian from philosophical enquiry.** — 
But upon that enquiry be entered with a mind un- 
disturbed by passion and unbiassed by prejudice, 

♦ Of the character of Lord Lyttelton, in the first Letter 
writteo after his death. 

and 
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and consequently with a hea:i*t full of virtuous dis* 
positionis. I^ad his head been ever so speculative 
fcnd philosophical, with the pride and malevolence^ 
and dissoluteness of Bolingbroke, or the pert para- 
doxical vanity of Hume ; with all his enquiries he 
had remained an unbeliever. 

I am much obliged to you for mentioning Mrs.. 
Dunbar, for, alas, I never hear any thing from her- 
self : be so good as to mention in your next wheb 
they talk of leaving Ireland. Lady Dartrey is 
gone to Bath instead of Bristol, as his Lordship 
has been ordered the Bath waters : she continues, 
I thank God, well. When I last heard from Miss 
Cooper she was tolerable, and talked of going to 
Encombe. 

God bless you, my dearest Mrs. Vcsey, and 
raise your spirits from their present melancholy 
views to happier prospects ! Pray write soon, for 
I shall be very anxious till I hear from you.. 



MTTEB, ' 
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LETTER LXXX. 

Deal, Dec* 8, 1773. ' 

y • 

: ■ . "1 ' 

,■■•-,. I • • 

Your Letter, my dear Mrs. Vesey, was 
writ when your mind was sobered and composed by 
the quiet retirement of Lucan : my aiiswer will find 
you amidst the hurry and flutter of Dublin, where, 
too probably, ^las, the tumults of the world will 
not niuch dispose your mind for fixing on the 
subjects which engaged it in the vacant hours of 
calm uninterrupted solitude. Yet I know you 
will wi^h to hear from liie : and I shall naturally 
follow the train of thought into which your Letter 
leads me, whether or not you have forsaken it your- 
self*. 

When I recon;imended Sherlock's Sermons, I be- 
lie^ye I did it with some exception; many, indeed 
tnos^ ofj them, are, very excellent. Most of those 
in which he defpnds the general trutH of Christia- 
0ity, and answers the cavils of unbelievers, are 
writ with a clearness and a spirit which are seldom 
equalled.. But in some others he is.obspure and 
confused, and seems either not to have understood 



* Here follows what is printed in page 6l7 o/ Mrs. Garter's 
MftDfin, 4to. edition. 

' ' himself, 
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himself, or not to have wished to he utiderstood by 
others^ Upon some occasions too, he appears to 
me to have caught the spirit of fl^ society * to 
which he preached^ and to be a great deal too 
chper^ Archbishop Seeker's Sermons are abso^ 
lutely free from these objections, and are, I think^ 
upon the whole thi^ most calculated to awaken the 
conscience and amend the heart, of any that perhaps 
were ever published* ' 

You have drawn such a fine sombre picture of 
your situation at Bath, as would have delighted my 
gothic imagination if I had not deeply felt for the 
sad effect it had upon your s. There can, I think, 
be little doubt but that a long attention to the scenes 
which yoii describe, immediately succeeded by slich 
a distemper, was the mechanical cause of that 
dreadful idea which so strongly took possession of 
you. But give me leave, my dear friend, to ob- 
serve, that the more painfully you feel the impres- 
sion of this dreadful delirium, the more you should 
be excited to counteract it, by applying your 
thoughts to the only remedy against its terror!. 
Christianity alone can brighten the dark passage 
with which your imagination was too long engaged, 
and open the prospect of life and imi^iortiarity be- 
yond it. 

• He was Master of the Temple. 

lam. 



97 

I am much obliged to you for yoijr anecdote of 
the young Duke of Leinster, which was extremely 
affecting, and very much to his honour. You talk 
of losing the Duchess. Is she to come to England? 
Our dear Mrs. Montagu has had no return of fever 
since she came , to town, I hope therefore it is en- 
tirely gone. ^ I am happy to say she is cautious, and . 
when I last heard from her she had not once been 
out of an evening. Her spirits do not seem to be 
good ; but perhaps this may be no disadvantage to 
her health, for which they are generally apt to be 
too good. 

I propose to leave this place the 28th of this 
month. If you are not so very good as to let me hear 
from you before I go, I hope you will, however, 
give me the pleasure of a Letter very soon after I 
get to town. Consider how much I shall want it 
to comfort me for your absence, which I shall feel 
-so much more sensibly than I do here, when I am 
within a few doors of the house where I spent so 
many happy hours of almost every day with you 
last winter. Adieu, Qod bless you, and direct you 
ixita the path of true happiness.. 



TOL, ir, H XETTBIt 
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LETTER LXXXI. 

Clarges Street, Jan 25, 1774* 

Indeed, my dear friend, I should bt 
inclined to think even the tumult of Dublin a more 
reasonable amusement than " the silent church* 
yard,** if, like Plato's discontented ghosts*, the 
mind only hovers over that scene of melancholy 
and desolation, and does not penetrate into the 
world of life and activity and social joy, which are 
lodged beyond it ; from whence perhaps the gentle 
spirit of him whose removal you lament, looks back 
Vith kind compassion on the imperfect, interrupted, 
and insecure enjoyments of the friends whom he 
has left behind him. 

Ma rhuom cliino alia terra, al ciel npn mira 
Sol perche troppo sente, e pQCO crede. 

Faith indeed is the only medicine, that can as- 
suage the pains of sentiment : and they whose hearts 
are apt to feel the most severely, are the most par- 

* From this passage of Plato, Milton appears to have bor^^ 
lowed the idea contained in those highly poetical, but ungram-^ 
matical, lines in Comns, which begin, '' Such are those thick 
and gloomy shadows damp*'' 

i^CttUrly 
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ticularly concerned to strengthen the one in propor- 
tion to the other. 

You need not, I hope, be under any particular 
concern about Mrs. Montagu. I found her^ God 
be thanked, much better than I expected. The 
fever which had 30 greatly alarmed me by its long 
continuance in the summer, is effectually removed ; 
$he is not thinner, I believe, than she was last 
winter, and her looks are not unhealthy. Mrs. 
Dunbar and Mrs. J. Pitt are very well. Mrs. J* 
Pitt, whose active spirit of benevolence is always 
at work for the good of the friendless and dis- 
tressed, has proposed a scheme for examining into 
the merit of petitions for charity : to relieve those 
who are really entitled to it, and, as far asi can be 
lawfully done, punish impostors and cheats. Whe* 
ther it will succeed or not, I cannot tell : but one 
feels a satisfaction from even the consultations upon 
such a subject. Mr. Pitt enters warmly into the 
project. Several of our friends had a meetmg 
upon it last Sunday evening, and are to meet again 
for the same purpose the next"*. I could not 
help reflecting with how much more real pleasure 
this party retired to their pillows after a Sunday 
evening spent in this manner, than if it had been 
past amidst the gay tumult of the world. 

* This was the origiQ t £ th^ Li^Uoi' Cbaritabl^ Sodety. 

n S Miss 
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Miss Cooper is better in health than she was last 
winter. — Lady Primrose, I think, in appearance 
much the same, I met your fi'iend the Duchess of 
Montagu there one evening : and for most part of 
the time there was no other company, which gave 
me an opportunity of hearing the Duchess talk 
more than I ever had done, and consequently 
enough to convince me of all 1 have heard you 
say to her advantage. Indeed tiie party was so very 
pleasant, that Lwas extremely sorry when it came 
to an end. 

- It is talking in much too gloomy a style, when 
you say you " cannot look through the perspective 
of time to come, upon this earth, with any hope 
of sunshine." Tlie tender regret which we must 
ifeel for the present loss of those who have finished 
their journey before us, surely ought to be mixed 
."with a high degree of thankfulness for the numbers 
-"who are still continued to accompany ahd enliven 
Our way ; and with a cheerful hope that a gracious 
Providence will ever supply all those supports and 
•comforts which we need to our very latest stage, if we 
nendeavour to entitle ourselves to its assistance and 
protection. Whenever "it appears to you ^ as if 
there w^as. no stand necessary for you to keep," con- 
sult your reason,, consult your Bible, and both will 
tell you that such an appearance is absolutely fStlse. 
Without recurring to any effects produced upon the 

general 
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general system, every iodivkiual ia -eKery -stage, 
and under every eiricum^tance of existeQce, has . a 
a post to maintain, in which it is placed by the 
soverei^ Disposer of the universe : on ^pdiligent 
attention to. the duties arising ifo^i Jbat situation, 
whatever it be, and not from-ajglesejitipa.of it, i^ust 
all our happiness depend. - i ..?!?; if 7 

It heartily grieves me to find y^uf^uffepso^n^h 
from the want of quijet sjeepj jj i^r.it^^^ ,cptt> 
plaint is not likely to^ get JO&ugJi, l|ette|% ay;hjl§ , you 
continue in Dublin-^ The ^gitjatipn {Of .^irits, raided 
by cuOkWded assemblies and he%t§/J I'ooips, is such 
:an enemy tto repofle, ; as I f^r no; . a^pje^qq^, cajiv. be 
able to counteraiGt.: ,' Inde^ ifr>wpul4j;^o; ypu^. a 
vast deal more good/ttf try \^h^|er^Qiip|e,G|iai)ge.of 
airy ; of hours, iftp^ inpde of living,j,Q]igJit; not r re- 
medy this-, evil, than tp^muse y^j^yr^^^l^fWil;!^ ape^u- 
latiOQjS :OQ the remote^ ai?d hidden causes irpm 
whence it arisen. Yqu bid mq Jell ypi^ y^^t. Jajei- 
ther I, nor any Other raortfl c^ijtd^., Xj^o n;a^iri|ier 
in which soul and body is affected by each other 
is one of those impenetrable secrets with which, 
because it is impenetrable, we have no concern. 
All our business is to improve the moral conse- 
quences arising from it, and exalt our ignorance 
into a virtue. Our being so little able to account 
for a point so intimately near us, affords a striking 
lesson of humility, and should check our idle curio- 
sity 
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lity and extri^vagant demands in other iostiuices of 
truth beyond our conprehension. 

This Letter was begun some days ago, but the 
thaw so relaxed me, and made such a poor animal 
of me, that I was unable to finish it I will not 
attempt to tell you how sincerely I regret sending 
you a Letter, instead of the delighful intercourse 
of cards and twisted notei^. But I relieve this 
painful feeling by looking forward to the hopes of 
next winter. I was last night at Mrs, Ord*s, ^ith 
Mrs. Montagu, and she was very weU and in very 
good spirits, We called first on dear I^dy Dar^ 
trey, who is looking better than I ever saw her, 
fluid is literally grown fat : Miss Cooper w^s there, 
fmd they all dpsire their love to you, and regret 
almost as mueh> (and I believe I might say quite), as 
I do, ^^ not seeing you amqngst us ; but we talked 
with pleasure £^nd delight of our, expectations for 
next winter. Let me hear from you soon. God 
Wess you, mjy d^fir friend. Adieu, 



UTTBft 
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LETTER LXXXII. 

Clargcs Street, April 25, 17t^» 

By this time I hope, my dear Mrs. Ve^, 
that indisposition which gave sd melaticfaoly a 
tincture to your ideas is perfectly removed/ an<! 
that you think of your friends as engc^ed in thdir 
several pursuits and walking up and down the sur« 
face of the earth, and not slumbering in a' church* 
yard. It is, perhaps, one of the hardest tasks in 
the conduct of the mind, to prevent its being in- 
fluenced by the phantoms of disordered health; 
and people of weak nerves should be iearly tatight 
to guard against the misrepresentations of dis- 
temper. This caution is ihuch more in our power, 
1 am convinced, than is usually supposed: arid yet 
I do not recollect to have ever seen it taught or 
recommended in any treatise of education ' that has 
ever fallen in my way. 

For fear you should still retain any painful ap- 
prehensions about your friends, I am so happy lis 
to be able to acquaint you that they are all as well 
HS usual. Mi^s. Montagu is I hope upon the whole 
better than usual. She has frequent little attacks, 
which must be expected from grMt exertions opera- 
ting 



104 

*ting on very delicate health, but they soon pass 
off, and there is no teaching her moderation in her 
amusements and societies. She talks of going to 
Tunbridge before she sets out for Northumberland : 
and I hope she will visit it too after her return, for 
the waters always do her more good than any me- 
dicine, because they seem to strengthen and 
J)race her nerves. — As to myself I go on much as 
usual, sometimes better, sometimes ^(orse; and 
never ba4/^PO^g^^:to give you any reasonable alarm 
about me. Miss Cooper seems to have quite re- 
covet^4 what she suffered from too great fatigue 
.while, she epg^ged in a particular department of 
our society '^^ Boerhaave's fever powder; and re- 
signing her post have restored her health. Sl\e is 
agoing 'to Bristol this summer to meet some friends 
from . Ireland. The general dispersion will now 
jsoon l?egin, which is alwajs an unpleasant circum- 
, stance, but yoii cannot imagine with how different 
feeling, I U^ke leave of a winter which ends in your 
depaitur^ from England, from that which encourages 
me %o look forward to your return, at the next^ re- 
union of our iiriends. , ' . 



^ _ 
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• . The: (aadies' Gh^itablc Society ' mentioned before, in 
wbich: the Ladies took unwearied pains in examining the 
merits and aecess>Jt;cs of the petitioners, and giving relief ^ac- 
cordingly. ** '» ..... 

5 - And 
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And yet the fairest expectations of meedng thoM 
we love must be liable to perpetual clouds, unless 
the mind is habituated to extend the prospecjl 
beyond a world which must ever be liable to 
disappointment. Indeed I grieve for what you 
call your melancholy fancies : but, my dear 
friend, .why will you suffer your imagination t6 
fix itself on the dismal sound of the passing 
bell, and the dark chambers of the grave, instead 
of teaching it to wander through the regions 
of light and immortahty, amidst the great com- 
munity of happy spirits ? You love society : take 
a vieiw of that brilliant assembly described by an 
author (Heb. xii. 22, &c.) who gives such excellent 
l^ules for securing; an admission to it : and when 
any painful ideas of separatioh deject you, let it 
comfort ^our heart. . ' 

The Charitable Society is soon to break up"^ f6r 
the summer months* bat it is to beein again in 
Novenai^rr , . In tl^Q n^ean t^nie some, care wiU be 
taken of such objects as by ^ge and sickness are 
disabled from working. Our new subscription is 
to begin in January. I should think there could 
be no objection to your becoming a member of 
the. society wiien you are, in England, from any 
patriotic principles, as so very considerable a part 
of tbe objects relieved by it are Irish. I wish you 

well 
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^ell thrpiigh your mythological quartos *. I have 
nearly got to the end with the 3ame opinio I 
.l)egan/ 

lady. Arabella Denny has been some weeks in 
town, but we must soon resign her to you again ; 
and indeed it would be monstrous to wish to detain 
»uch a treasure from a country which, to our shame 
be it spoken, is indulged with so few advantages. 
She has kindly allowed me to see her pretty often. 
I highly reverence her character, and think her 
manners remarkably pleasing. 

I beg] to be kindly remembered to Mr, Vesey^ 
,^nd Mrs. Handcock; do pray write soon, and tell 
. me if you have got rid of your cold and your 
gloomy ideas. Be so good as to let Mrs. Henry 
have the enclosed. It is but two or three days 
since I received your Letter. God bless you, fare- 
.well. 

I • 

• Bryant's Mythology, of which Mrs. Carter gires a general 
' opihion in the next Letter Svith her usual good sense. 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 

Ckrges-Street, 1% 4, 1774. 

■ • • • . 

Though by Ihe rules of ordinary calcur 
lation I believe it is not very long since I received 
your Letter, yet I tim so accustomed to wfke tp 
you Imnjedifi^tely, that it seeol&td me qixite afl age 
tbftt I have deferred: it. I Cannot allege fthe pilt* 
ting myself to sch(M3l J tos /thie reastm of my silence 
asryou do, whicb I bdgi for the future you will re- 
serve for such of your (Correspondents who cannol 
read your hand, and not for me who can, and w^o 
^persevere in pronduncing it to be one of the most 
! legible of all possible hands. Whether I mig^t 
, fir^ it to be auch'if it belonged to any other writer, 
is a mere point of speculation, and I take^ thingi 
jiistj as they are; and as I alvvuys do find out your 
meaning, what does it signify whether it be by my 
ayes or my heart ? 

The busii^ss of our Society, which has lately 
been morel than usual, mixed up with a feverish 
cold, has prevented my writing to you sooner, :as 
I have every day wished to do. I hope I am grow- 
ing better, but I Still feel very confused and stu- 
pified and uncomfortable: though I keep up and 

dowa 
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down the world and am just going to dine with 
Mrs. Montagu. I hope you will be one of our 
society next winter. It would do your heart good 
to see two people who haye jur*^ interrupted me by 
returning their thanks, fojr the Ai^^^^bieh they have 
obtained, and which has enabled them to return 
to their work^ which had - been interrupted by sick- 
.nesSj which obliged them to part with every thing 
necessary for carrying on their business. 

Mrs. A. Pitt has been abroad ever since I haye 
-been in town--'I feel pretty ihuch inclined' lo^ thkt 
kind of constancy whi<^h you describe : and I think 
upon the whole we miay be both contented to pre- 
serve it. It should only render us as cautious as 
' ' posi^ible in what manner we ^bestow our afiection, 
: and all will be well.'« ^People however must have 
:.i^imt' from long experience, that agr^mens do not 
//always imply amoral qualities, i Whenever: we grdw 
wise enough to chuse our friends only among the 
• friends of virtue and of God, we ^hall never find 
/constancy to be a painftil feeling. 

I have not seen Voltaire's verses, nor ever wish 
. to feee iny thing which lattempts to destroy the 
ii only hope whidi as you<6ay " imakes this life sup- 
f ;;ppctaWe." No pleasure qan be capable of giving 
:ft«y real (delist to th^ hunmn mind unlesjs it is 
> i ifonnecteid with ^ ipnkmoiftal ideas! I fe^l- this so 
r rtronglyi VoAVl can scarcely enjoy a rose or a sprig 
I of 
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of myrtle^ till my imagination transplants it to* 
the walks of Paradise, where it will be secure from 
feding. 

I meet Lady Bingham sometimes. But have- 
heard nothing that gave intimation of another scrape. 
She mentioned indeed having named a house to 
you, which by her description, one would think 
is the very house that Mn Vesey and you might 
have set down and wished for : and all your friends^ 
are grieVoiisly disappointed to find you have re- 
jected it. However, provided you will admit us 
to tlie dear house in Boltoh-row, I am the less so- 
licitous about your refusal of one that will contain 
till friends. 

I do not recollect any late productions in the 
literary way, except a little volume of very pretty 
Essays by Miss Aikin, and Mr. Bryant's Analysis 
of ancient Mythology, of which I have read one 
volutne in quarto. It is a work of immense learn- 
ing and very great ingenuity, but has to me the 
fault-of almost all the mythological systems I ever 
read, the want of sufficient proof. When one is pro- 
fessedly invited into the regions of fiction, the further 
one travels the better. Imagination has a natural 
right to take the lead, and reason very quietly falls 
asleep and never interferes in the progress. But 
whenever an address is made to the understanding, 

and 
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and &ncies and conjectures take the place of proofs, 
I know few kinds of reading so unprofitable and 
teizing, however ingenious the writer may be. 
Mr. Biyant is a man of excellent character, and 
acknowledged abilities, and the tendency of hie 
studies to the highest degree respectable ; all this 
I have a pleasure in mentioning, and perhaps the 
fault is in myself that I do not feel more convinced 
of the truth of his system. I am told the second 
volume is much more satisfactory than the first, 
I find it is a fashionable book, from which one 
would infer that this is an age of most profound 
literature, and from the very nature of his subject 
it is scarcely possible to discover what he means 
but by the assistance of Greek and Hebrew. 

So your wild genius poor Dr. Goldsmith is dead, 
he was just going to publish a book called Ani- 
mated Nature*. I believe a compilation of na- 
tural history. I am sincerely glad to hear he has 
no family, so his loss will not be felt in domestic 
life ; he died of a fever, poor man. I should be 
happy if I could give you any satisfactory account of 
dear excellent Lady Frances Coaingesby. But alas her 

* This is the work of which Dr. Johnson foretold with equal 
truth and felicity of expression, that Goldsmith was going to write 
a natural history, and would make it as entertaining as an 
extern tale. 

health 
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health will not yet admit of her restoration to the 
eircle of her friends. The subject goes to my 
heart. 

All your friends here are well. I saw Mrs* 
Dunbar last night, and Miss Cooper this morning. 
Lady Primrose is gone into the country. Good 
night. God bless you, I hope you will have plea- 
sant dreaiQs. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

Clargei Street, May 30, 1774, 

• 

Mrs. Montagu is going to Tunbridge, 
and though I think she needs it less this year thaa 
any she has lately passed, yet upon the whole I 
think she is quite right to go; she would fain haye 
tempted me to go with her, but 1 am wanted at 
home, and my day for travelling into Kent is fixed 
for next Thursday, and I hope very soon after my 
arrival to be favoured with a kind proof of your 
remembrance. Lady Ancram * and Mrs. Crofton 

* Lord Ancram, now Marquis of Lothian, for several sum* 
mers inhabited a house in the village of Wglmer, near Deal, 
which had belonged to the Princess Amelia. 

hav0 
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have been gone some time; they are npt much 
more than a mile distance from Deal. This is very 
well, but it was better last year when they were 
much closer. I imagine you will soon have the 
pleasure of seeing Mrs. Dunbar: but the weather for 
the present retards their journey. 

I am just going to wander amongst the tombs in 
Westminster Abbey, and expect to be summoned 
every moment. 1 heartily wish you was to be of 
the party, which I think you \^ouldy enjoy. Have 
you read in the papers an account of the discovery 
of the body of Edward the First in all his regal 
attire ? It is very true, and all the robe, crown, 
&c. as fresh and bright as when they were deposited. 
A very few spectators were admitted to this view of 
royal mortality. * The tomb is again closed ; and 
in spite of all my curiosity I cannot help thinking 
>t extremely right, that the ashes should remain 
undisturbed : though to be sure no human creature 
has less title to repose after death than he has, as 
a conqueror who never let the harassed world re- 
main in quiet while he was alive. 

I cannot tell whether there is aaiy good transla- 
tion of Plutarch's Lives, I think I have heard there 
is a tolerable one in French, but never saw it. I 
am not surprized at any blunder in Voltaire's ar- 
guments. Wit is a squint of the understanding 
which is mighty apt to set thbgs in a wrong place. 

I hav« 
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t have not seen any of his late writings, nor from 
the character of them^ do I ever design \t. I 
should as soon think of playing with a toad or a 
viper, as of reading such blasphemy and impiety 
as I am told are contained in some of his works *. 

I heartily thank you for rejoicing me by the in- 
telligence, that the house in Bolton Row is re- 
pairing ; I comfort myself for the disappointment 
of the cathedral window, by the reflexion of the 
impossibility of uniting gothic ideas with a London 
life. I am extremely sorry that you are prevented 
from persevering in a remedy from which you found 
so much benefit. I hope however it will at least 
serve as a proof, that the disorder which so much 
alarms you, is not the incurable evil you seemed 
to apprehend. 

It would be with a very ill grace if I found fault 
with your writing, unless I was to mend my own. 

* Though Mrs. Carter would not probably have been ii\ 
much dnngcr herself from the perusal of irreligious books, 
yet the principle is a good one. Few persons are capable of 
detecting fallacies in abstruse and difficult subjects. With 
half the world bold assertions pass fi|r truth; and wit and 
sarcasm for unanswerable arguments. Strip Voltaire of these, 
and of his unfair manner of translating the Bible into modem 
French, without any reference to the idiom of the original 
language, or any allowance for oriental manners, habits, and 
imagery, and nothing will remain which can injure tht 
weakest faith. 

VOL. IV. I Howevtr 



il4 

Mowever to say truth, I see no reason to wisW fcni 
would take the trouble of altering it, for I find na 
difficulty whatever in reading your hand, so I beo- 
ybu will not change it, unless whcix you happen to 
have any scruples about making ^I\\ Vesey pay for 
twelve dozen of rat traps. I l>eg my affectionate 
remembrance to him and Mrs; Hahdcoek. 
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, • LETTER LXXXV. 

Deal, Jul^ 29, 17r4, 

» 

No to be sure, my dear Mrs. Vcsey, your 
do not deserve that I should write to you for these 
three months : but as I should find it very difficult 
M resist the. silly, inclination which I cannot help 
-feeiiftg to comply with any thing which you think 
j)toper to ask, I shall tha-nk you for your Letter 
just as soon, as it you had answered mine in the 
most regular way. I know enough both cf the 
tooth-ache and its remedy not to agree with you,- 
in giving it a place amongst the evils, of life.- 
"I'hough you are not so explicit as I could bavc^ 
.wished, I am willing to infer from what you'say^ 

that 



that you have got rid J)Oth of youi* J^aiii and o( 
your tooth. 

Tjiough our summer has not beeti favourable, 
yet by youi* description it has not been quite ^ 
unswinmer-Uke as your's. My roseSj and gefa- 
hiums, and myrtles, are in high bloom, and verdure 
(and I enjoy them as well as I can ; b]ut it is in ^ 
happier cUmate that roses grow without a t^l?^^* 
My spirits are often low from seeing my father alaK>rt 
constantly in pain. Yet I am thankful that i( i& 
not violent, and that there is no appeiar^ce of any 
symptoms of danger. But hia he^iUh is yncom- 
fortable, and it jis inipossiblQ fpr rpe to ktlgi 
feeUng it. 

I know not what particular circumstances mig^. 
attend the death of Lord H — ^-^-r— , but the mis^ 
r^Jble situation of himself and faitiily during his 
\\ie afibrded a most awful md important less9p tp 
mankind. All the misfortunes he suffered ^om th^ 
prpjiigate bebaviour of his chiidren, were the naturfii 
and immediate consequences of those ex€,ci;^h|l^ 
priaciples which he had himself jnci^lcated <^po^ 
their mbds. Wherever the doctrine^, that inclins.!* 
tipn is to be the only guide of life, is redticed fe» 
practice, the wildest molester that i^oams the dpsiu:$ 
IS less mischievous than a human creature, who i^ 
famished with go many implemeatp and oppor- 

z 3 tunities 
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tuhities of spreading ruin and desolation wherever 
its activity extends. - 

Lord Chesterfield's Letters are, I think, the most 
complete system of French morality that ever dis- 
graced the English language. A system founded 
neither on principles of virtue, nor sentiments of 
heait, but upon those selfish motives, which aim 
at nothing higher than mere biens^ance, and which 
never yet, through the general course of life, pro- 
cured to any character, confidenee, or esteem, or 
love. It is in vain that Lord Chesterfield would 
disguise the intrinsic in>perfections and deformities 
of the composition which his instructions would 
produce, by so strongly recommending the graces. 
The world is always quick-sighted enough to distin- 
guish between the mere rouge and enamel of artifi- 
cial good breeding, and those geiwitne graces which 
naturally spring from principles, and dispositions, 
of which unhappily his lordship seems to have been 
totally ignorant-^AU this may 1 think be fairly said 
oil many of the most specioos^ and plausible part9 
of the collection ; others are more openly detest- 
able. That a father should seriously and earnestly 
counsel a son to endeavour to make his fortune, by 
betraying the families into which he is admitted^ 
destroying domestic connexions, and violating the 
most sacred rights of society, is a degree of pro- 
fligacy 
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Aigacy which it is to be hoped, even in tills bad 
world, is not often to be found. 

I had a Letter from Mrs. Moatagu last Post, in 
which she gives a very good accoUht of herself. 
I am obliged to you for mentioning Mrs. Dunbar, 
it is the first news I have heard of her ever since I 
left London, I lately heard from Miss Cooper, 
she has been in town for some weeks, but hjiQw 
returned to Bristol .with her kindred. Many thanks 
to you for your kind confimiation of my hopes of 
seeing you next winter. Heaven grant us a com:- 
Portable revoir of all our society of, friends. r 

I hope Miss Vesey succeeded i».«her pursuits of 
the ghost. I do not wonder that Mrs. Handcoqk 
/should content herself with the screaming of her 
own peacocks: but that you should sit quiet, when 
^here was the ^creajsiiing of a ghost to be heard, is 
vc^y smprizing. . Pray was not you enchanted when 
ycai Were ^-^kifig with me this morning, as in the 
[midstfOf ;my walk I sat under a tree, and. saw the 
gradual illumination of the sun rising thvpijigh, a 
grove? There is no end to ^ly Scribble, My 
^answer to your Letter is sufficiently expeditiou;^ 
but I would have been still more so^ if I had : wjft 
^been interrupted by the head-ache and many other 
.unpleasant avocations. Farewell, my de^r, heavect 
^aardand keep you, 

'XETTER 
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Peal, 5^u/. 20, 1774^ 

'} * You A Letter found me, my dear Mrfc 
Vei^ey, in the melancholy &ttenda!iee of a sicK 
room, to which my father is at pre$ent confined; 
He is, I thank God, better than lie has been, aii4 
ther6 is no prospect of* any imttiedifete danger : but 
1 dare not indulge the hope that at his age mtj 
complete recovery will restore him to corttfortAble 
hefdWh. I keep up my spirits dS? well -as ^ cfen, aii4 
I live on from day to dei^y, with as little further view 
us f/ossible. ' '■'■ ' ' 

' Many thtitikg't6 you for tlic marvellous Wfitorjf 
bf the late trmisart ion at- — — ^ — ^ However 
ti^ll*groanded the ' suspicions of that fiiiifaron 
ittis^-errant miglit be, bis bebaviour, witb reg«ird 
fothe Duchess and h^r family, was so- insiiffetably 
iAk)lent and impertinent, that one could not' i^ad 
the account without a high degree of indignatioti. 
The teply 6f the brother was I think spirited ttdft 
^tofjjef. He and the rest of the family aife tfiuch 
to be pitied, that by an amiable, thotigh a infetajk'^tlj^ 
tenderness for the lady, they ^re prevefntod frOQji 
carrying th? same spirit throughout, and from with-i 

drawing 



drawing their consent fi 6m such a^connexiofc' 
Besides it would have heightened the rotnarke foc^ 
the lover to have eapyied off the Lady en croupe to 
his own castle. 7 

But what ani^wer shall I make to that fmssage of 
your Letter, my dear fritod, in which you wish to 
engage my partiality for ybur arainble friend ! What 
€:an be said onsuch a subject bat tiiis : let not th^d 
i^ho are blest whh sober and ^moderate passions; 
or are so happy as not to meet with opportuanties 
ofjndolgndg tliem if they are otherwise^ let not 
Buch' too severely censure those wha are .hucrie^ 
inliQ extravagant improprieties of conduct^ by imr 
pubes of whicjii a calm tempa^ of ixHsd can fysiw 
bmt an imperfect idea. It appears tod evidently 
by^ouT Letter that you apprdoieind the neport mt 
tct be withotit foundation. Th^re i:erlsmly chHl be 
t)Q other proof toi tfae wory of il^ fakhood, thidi 
her dis&iissing this /^ Abelard," wimb is thought so 
dangerous, however inconvenia^ it ih^y be txxpaiit 
with him. - Her own honour mA diglnty of cfaa- 
racterare points of much more importance to her 
children than any advantage they cpuld gain by the 
BIQSt able tutor *. One trould think I was writing 

■' - . ■ ' «' •, 

* A subscc(uent Letter explains this passage, ai)(l provQS 
that it reljates to tb« piarriagc of the Pu.(;l)ess Dowager of 
Leittster, 

her 



her a. Letter of good advice: but as you en* 
trusted me with this extxaordin^ry story, I natu- 
rally mention every thing that arises in my mind 
upon it 

I should have condoled with you on the frustratioo 
of your £&te cbampStre, but that ^ucb a series >of 
strange adventures, I think, must have too much 
engaged your thou^ts to allow you to reflect on 
the disappointment of your own inventions. I 
thought your; ballad had been composed by Sir 
Walter Ralegh, though I believe quoted by Shakes^ 
pcare*. Whoever was the author, probably he 
could never have dreamed tliat his soft Arcadian 
Bing*-song would ever have been applied to such a 
4oughty blustering Orlando. If you have ao^ 
continuation of this eventful history, I hope you 
.will communicate it to my curiosity. ' I shall really 
'be very glad if you can inform me that your friend 
has confuted the. report, for as your friend, I cannot 
help feeling interested in this point And indeed 
the/ ^neral principles of hunianity must make one 
/ wish, that a chamcter, whose influence must be df 

; * In the Merry Witu of Winiioty — ** Come live with roe 
and be my love." But Dr. Percy, in his Ancient Ballads^ and 
after him Dr. Johnson, in his Shakespeare, attributes this 
beautiful song to Marlow, and the answer to it, ** the NymphV 
Reply,*' to Sir W. Raleigh, 

very 
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very wide extent, should not invalidate the fbrce of 
every right example, by any one instance of extra- 
vagant conduct. 

This Letter .' has been begun these ten days, but 
my spirits are sunk, my father continues to suffer 
very much, and the greatest part of every day I 
spend in his room. The longest times of quitting 
him, are at breakfast and at tea in the afternoon^ 
when I find great relief and comfort from a kind 
friend, who constantly visits me at those hours* 
She has an excellent understanding highly improved^ 
tt fine imagination, and the rightest principles. She 
sometimes is so good as to read to me, and her 
judgement is so exact, and her taste so elegant, 
that her ob^rvations are quite delightful. She is 
not two and twenty, but a long series of ill health 
has sobered her mind from all the flutter ai^d dissi- 
pation of youth, and left her only its agr6men». 
I hope she is at present in a way of recovery, and 
all her former' sufferings will be well repaid, by the 
improvement she has been so happy as to derive 
from them. I beg to be most i^indly remembered 
to Mr. Vesey and Mrs. Handcock. — ^Adieu, my 
dear friend, — God bless you* 
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LETTER LXXXVn. 
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Yot^R Letter, my d/ear Mrs. V^^ey, found 
ibeiin a situation vety little capable of thinking 
you ft)r it, feo sooa as I couW have wisjaed. Youi 
l^re probiably by tliis time beard of the melaDdhoty 
coHcluiHon of the anKietie$ I had tiftdur^d fo^^ sq 
raahy wieeks. J am very sensible , hof^v. infipitely 
thaokflil I ought to b^ to t)ie divine goodness i^bjc^ 
€Kt«nded tko life of such a. parent so.muqh.b^yoQ^ 
tlie udual ^ate, aixl I subinitwitheqtireresign^tioi^ 
$i>the !&tiK)k^'whiQli.Iitt^ n^ercifuUyfbisqii so Ip^ dj^ 
layed;- ,But my heart most paio&lly fi^els th^\ 
flifiinal vacancy^ that forlmn solitude, which 
siieceiDcls the removal of the thief ^and constant 
object of attention. To this I shall in time becoipe 
hociistofiaed> and . I trust recover ihut cheeriiilitess 
o£. spirits/ whidroufkt to result fnoni tliofee princir 
pies by which it is my earnest desiil5 both to forqi 
my conduct, and to regulate the inteinial state of 
niy mind, I will not allow myself to enlarge upoq 
the subject to which my thoughts and my feelings 
most naturally incline, as I am too weak at present 
: - to 
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to indulge them without too exquisite a sense of 
pain« 

I hope you have received less alarming accounts 
of Lady Primrose, and that yoil will meet with no 
uncomfortable circumstance to check the pleasure 
either of yourself or of your friends, at your 
meeting in England. I hope to be in town very 
soon after Christmas, and to find you there. Change 
of air, instead of hurting Mrs. Handcocfc, will I 
trust do her good. London, I believe, is less 
damp than Dublin, and consequently much less 
pernicious in rheumatisms and cramps. 

1 am glad to find your friend the £)uchess of 
Leihster's family have taken so prudent and goo4 
natured a resolution. 'As Mr. O — ' ■ ." is said td 
fee a gentleniaTi, and a Mian of character, there cai^ 
\}e no impropriety or derogation in receiving hinl, 
iJOw^ver it toight be reasbnably wished that neither 
lie tior any dthei* ftersori might have beeti placed in 
th'^ gituatiofn, 

V' Adieu, tny dear Mrs. Vesey, writing is a very 
jttnt)leasatit tesk to nie at preseilt, and 1 have much 
;to do. May thfe mOst favourable gales bring you 
all safely o Vet. You have many friends most im- 
^pat^ently wishing for your arrival, but lione more 
^inc^rfeiy and affectionately than I do. The very 
thoughts of finding you Weil, and in Bolton Row, 
jj^ a fcprdial to my exhausted spirits. 
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LETTER LXXX VIII. 

Deal, June 10, 1775- 

Though my head-aches so I can scarcely 
hold a pen, I cannot forbear attempting to thank 
you, my dear friend, for the extreme pleasure 
which I received from your intelligence last night. 
I can now think of your going to Ireland with great 
tranquillity of spirit; as the securing the house 
gives me so good an earnest of your return. I 
cannot help rejoicing too that it is the very same 
house which is associated in wy mind mti\ so many 
agreeaUe ideas. 

The fresh air and cool shades of Gatton havc^ 
I hope, repaired your spirits, after the heats of 
London. Here it has been only agreeably And 
moderately warm. Be so good as to make* my 
compliments and best wishes to Mr. Vesey, and 
tell him that I now consider him as engaged by all 
the laws of chivalry and gallantry to fulfil his 
promise of returning, not to you, but to me, next 
winter. I do not insist, in these degenerate days/ 
that he should set a swimming across St. Qeorge's 
Channel for toy honour : if. he will but hold ^ii^elf 
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in readiness to depart the fnst hour the Iridh 
Parliament rises, I will be contented to receive 
him even by the vulgar conveyance of a good tight 
vessel. 

I have had one Letter from Mrs. Montagu, in 
-which Z thank God she gives a good account of 
her health, but complains of the want. of spirits, 
which is not at all strange after they had been 
BO harassed and exhausted. I hope the air and 
i}uiet of Sandleford will soon restore them to the 
cheerfulness which is so natural to them. I am 
very uneasy about -Miss Cooper. Sucti anxious 
expectation at such a distance is a dreadful trial of 
health and spirits. You did not name the subject 
of her distress, so that imless she had named it 
herself, I should not have known where to fix it. 
'When you next write tell me some particulars, for 
'«be says very little and does not tell me which 
: brother it is ; this Post has brought me no worle 
news, which seems to give better hopes. 

. I am happy that you think Mrs. Handcock is 
recovering very fast, as I am sure she must be in 
a very comfortable way to quiet your apprehen- 
sions; my aiiectionate love to her, pray* I hope 
you will be wafted over by prosperous breezes, aiyt 
find Lucan all fragrance and music; and that by 
' the time you arrive there, you will have acquired 
iiealth sufficient tp enjoy it. I grieve to find your 
'9 medicines 



medicines have not had the desired, effect, iioi* 
given you the relief you expected ; more temperate 
weather perhaps may prove a naore efficacious 
remedy. Let me hear from you before you set 
out, if It be only a line, that my thoughts may 
know where to follow you. Good night God 
bless you. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

Deal, Julj/ 13, 1775. 

And pray, my dear Mrs. Vcsey, am not 
1 just «is mortal as you ? And how could you tell 
but / mi^t be dead! If this was a point worth ' 
enquiring into, you might easily have satisfied 
yourself, as I am fixed to a spot. But where was 
I to gain any intelligence of you, and to what 
region of earth, air, or water could I guess wher^ 
to direct a Letter ? In your last you was on the 
road to Lucan. Since then I heard indeed that 
you had taken « house at Tuabridge, (but not fi^wn 
you), but how many excursions you were to ntobe 
before you got thither, mi at what time yau fvo- 

S pos^d 



posed to arrive, I was totally in tl^'dark ; and if I 
had not been more uneasy about you than yjoul: 
silence deserved, I should have felt quite angry at 
your letting me remain so long without any account 
of you, or your change of plan. 
. You talk as if you wished me at Tunbridge. If 
you do, come and fetch me. Travelling is good 
for Mrs. Handcock, and a suspence of drinking 
the waters will be good for you, and" your both 
making me a visit will be good for me. Your 
abode here will not at all interfere with your Car- 
thusian scheme, so far as respects a very exact 
temperance in diet, but tliat top will be very whole-' 
some for you both. I think you will be pleased 
with this country, which is very beautiful; and we 
M ill go to Dover, and to St. Margarets, and there 
you will have the sublime : and we will enjoy the 
gothic greatness of Car^erbiiry cathedral to^dlhet 
at your return. If you approve my proposal, I 
will go to Tunbridge with you, (I do not mean in 
your carriage, for I suppose you have only a post- 
tiiafeise at Tunbridge), and if you have not nopm 
for me in your lodgings, I will get one as j\eai* you 
tk possible^ till Mrs. Montagu arrives, as my en- 
gagement is to her, if she chuses to be troubled. 
• with me. Do let me hear from yoa by the retara 
«f Pdfet, And kt me know if you approve tliis pro- 
|>06al> whki^ is as pretty a proposal las you. shall 

meet 
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meet with in a summer's dfty ; and if you do, Mitn 
I may expect you, that I may got myself in readi« 
ness to attend you. My head has been so bad for 
the last two days, tliat I should have deferred writ* 
ii^ if I had not been unwilling to lose a Post. 
My love to Mrs. Handcock, J hope she will quite 
approve my scheme. 



LETTER XC. 

Deal, J»fy 21, 1775. 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my dear 
Mrs. Vesey, for the trouble you have taken in so 
kindly searching out a lodging for me, which I^ 
cannot bear to think should be k pure perte, and 
tl^refore I propose to set out next week, either 
Wednesday or Thuesday, as you say I may come 
wkhout any warning, and I will not exactly name 
the day« for fear any thing should happen to pre* 
vent me, and so make you uneasy. I can by no 
means think of depriving you and Mrs. Handcock 
oC^your airing, by having your post-chaise to meet 
me on any part of the road, nor shall I want it to 
convey me to. you, unless you haye chosen a Ipdg- 

ing 
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iit'g foir nie beyond the compass of a walk, -which I 
flatter myself is by no means the c^se. 1 never 
want any servant when I am out, consequently 
shall hdt encumber myself with ist maid, for whom 
I should have tio earthly^ employ but tp stand and 
make curtsies to mt. However, I shall like to have 
a parloUf, ai perhaps you and Mrs. Handcock 
would sometimes drink your tea with me by way of 
vdriety. I Suppose the people of the house would 
brtil my tea-kettle for that and for breakfast, and 
whenever I have riot the pleasure of dining with 
ydu I shall not give them much trouble. 

I hopfe we shall soon have the joyftjl addition of 
Mrs. Montagu to our party. I imagine her stay 
will not be long if she goes abroad ; and this, with 
the temptation of coming to Tun bridge before you 
leave it, makes me set out the sooner, as I would 
willingly stay a proper time for drinking the waters* 
It is mortifying to me that you cannot give me the 
pleasure of seeing you here, and still much the 
more so from the reason you give for my disap-> 
pointment. I shall be happy if I find the second 
trial of the waters more successful to you thim the 
first 

I scarcely know what I write, for my head has . 
been in a wretched state almost ever since I wrote 
last. I do not flatter myself the waters will do 
that any good ; but I hope they may be of use to 
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wfi for the rheumatism. If you receive this Lettef 
on Sunday, and can write that day, I shall be . 
obliged to you for a single line of directions to my 
lodgings, that I may know where to deposit my 
trunk, wliich will indeed be a very light onie, as I 
find you aniJ.Mrs. Handcock live too much in a 
state of nature to naake it necessary to noe to bring . 
any superfluous attire. 

I heartily wish poor Mr. Walker's health may 
benefit by your humane attentions, he is indeed a? 
really valuable character; You will be glad to hear 
that Lady Lothian is safely confined to her chajube? 
b^ the birth, of a son. Adieu, my dear kii\d 
friend, loye to Mrs. Handcock, I rejoice I shall sa 
soon have the happiness of seeing and eon^versing 
with you* X 






LETTER, XPL 

. Dcq], Sept. 27 y 1775^ 

It is scarcely virof th, whil^ ^ my de?f | JV!i^% 
Vei&ey, to djspgitch.a Le^ttqr ^qr^ss the cpuptry ;tQ» 
answer your questipn how I do^ unl^fr I coujdjgivc 
yoii^a more »atis.%,tory ^nj^weif |haa that; I l^vejus^ 
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the same wi^etched aching Head, of which you must 
have been so often tired at Tunbridge. But you 
desire me to write, and in whatever state my hfead 
may be, my he^rt is always ready to^ obey your 
commands. Your not setting out till Tuesday is* 
an argument, I hope, of s6me degree of reluctance 
at leaving sweet Tunbridge. I shall always recol- 
lect with pleasure and gratitude, the hours which 
you and Mrs. Handcock were so good as to let me 
pass witli you at the dear farm-hbuse. I do not 
believe that the finest Grecian palate could ever 
have ■'left a picture in my memory painted in such 
strong and lasting colours. You cannot think how 
often I please myself with looking at it. 

It rejoices me that the weather is so much im- 
proved, and so favourable for your expedition. I 
think I have a natural right, as I first mentioned ^ 
Arundel Castle to you, to expect you will give me 
a full description of it. An atcount of your other 
spectacles I am contented to owe to your genero- 
sity. Pray do think how much good you will do 
me, if in an evening, when you are retired to ybur 
inn, you will sit down while every object is fresh 
in your mind, and write me a history of the events 
of the day. You will not however, I am persuaded, 
think of quitting the open air, whatever Mrs. 
Handcock may remonstrate against the dew, as 
loijjg a& jou can see the declining moon shed its last 

K S faint 
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faint gleam on the venerable old structures wGTch 
you propose to visit. How liappy should I be tp 
share your poetical and sentimental contemplations. 
You do not tell me whether Mrs, Boone was to be 
of your party, I wish she may, for I believe her 
taste to be worthy of such an entertainment. 

I had a Letter a few days ago from Mrs. Mon- 
tagu, who seemed to be in very good spirits and 
very busy. I was obliged to you for the convey- 
ance of Lady Dartrey's Letter^ she is at present in 
Stanhope Street, but is to go next week with Lady 
Charlotte Finch and all her family to Lord Win- 
cbelsea's at Buriey. Little Miss Fielding left Deal 
this morning to be of the party. Her health is 
much mended since she came here. I received 
your Letter but last nfght, so I have been as expe- 
ditious as possible. My affectionate love to Mrs. 
l^^ndcock ; if Mrs. Boone is still with you, pray ' 
Hiy kind remembrance. My kindest wishes of 
kefdth and good spirits, and all possible amuse- 
ment in your journey, you may be sure of. God 
bless you. Take care of yourself that we may 
have a most comfortable meeting ne^fe winter; 
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LETTER XCII. 

Deal, Oc^ 25, 1773. 

You wowld sooner have received my 
thanks for your kmd Letters, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
and the account which you desired of the travellei's, 
if I had not waited till I could give you some in- 
formation, which probably you may have already 
received from Mrs. Montagu herself. But you will 
wish to hear the detail. After long expectation' 
and much regret at the loss of every fine^ sailing 
day and fair wind, I received a summons from our 
friend, to meet her with Dr. Douglas and Mon- 
tagu * at Dover on Thursday last. When we ar- 
rived there, I found her servant and a Note, to in- 
form me that she was taken ill at Canterbury, and 
not able to proceed, for the present at least, on 
her jourhey, and exprest a wish of consulting Dr. 
Douglas. On this we held a council : in which it 
was determined that he and my nephew should go 
to Canterbury that night, and I return, to Deal^ 
and be determined in my future motions by the ac- 
count I should hear the next day. Never did three 

♦ The Editor. 

poor 



134 

poor wayfainng wretches set out with more unfa- 
vourable circumstances,, in the midst of that storm 
which 1 should have been better qualified to enjoy 
in the old castle which you describejjhan when I was 
exposed to it in the open road. In going up Dover- 
hill, there is no describing to you the effect of the 
wind howling amongst the clifts, the roaring^ and 
agitation of the tempestuous sea, the dashing of 
the rain, and the deepening gloom of approaching 
hieht. I believe I sbould have felt more terrors 
about myself, if I had not been so solicitous abou^ 
pr. Douglas and Montagu, Avho had a much longe^' 
time to conflict with the storm. However, I thank . 
God, we all arrived very safe at our differjjnt des- 
tinations. It was dark by the time I got half way 
home, and I was quite alone. My cjriver was sober 
and careful, but within a mile of my own bouse 
the wind and the fain so confounded him, that he 

- ■ • / ; ' ' * ■ • 

twice got out of the road ^;o wards a high bank. 
When I arrived at Deal I twice attempted to walk 
to Mrs. Douglas to jgjive her an account of her hui^- 
band, biit I found it impossible to stand the tem- 
pest. From the account I received of our friend 
trie next day, I went to v^anterbury on paturday,. 
and found her very languid by a low fever, and 
agitated about the prosecution of her scheme. She 
grew better before I left her, and I made her pro- 
mise me that she would not harass her spirits by 

balancing 
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balancing about it, but determine not to form any 
resolution till Monday, when 1 w^s to see hei* 
agSiih. On lliotlday I found her, thank God, much* 
mended, but riot in a situation, with any degree ot 
prudence, to undertake a voyage by sea, arid d 
Jourftey of a thousand miles by land so late iii 
^ekt. At length, by the advice of her doctor, am 
the persuasion of her friends, she was prevailed on 
to give up the scheme till next summer; arid I 
iiope now her resolution is taken, it will very much 
ilelp to facilitate her recovery, if she keeps to hdi' 
pfromise of living very quietly the whole winter. 
Her illness, 1 am persuaded, was occasioned by' 
ihe excessive fatigue of business and company, in 
wich she has been ensjacred ever since she left Tun- 
bridge. It is a great relief to nay mind that she jis 
^determined not to go ; for indeed there would h^FQ 
been too mi^h reason to apprehend her being* sick 
amongst strangers in some detestabfe dirty inn. 
Dr. Douglas thought she might safely venture to 
go back to London to-day. She was to reach 
Rochester to-nidit. I brourfit Montagu back 
with me to D^eal on Monday. He bore his dis- 
appointment with great good-humour, and so did 
little Matthew*; I believe poor Miss Gre- 

* Matthew Montagu, Esq. of Portman-square, Mrs. Mon- 
tague's nephew and heir. 
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gory * will feel it much the n^ost severely, yet her 
good sense, I am persuaded, will convince her 
how infinitely worse her situation would have beei^ 
if Mrs. Montagu had been taken i\Vbn the road to 

J^ice. 

I am extremely obliged to you for your charming 
description of Sherbourn Castle. Your trayels 
through Sussex I have not seen, nor could I much 
expect it. I beg my most aftectionate complimeh^ 
to Mrs. Handcock and our excellent friends at En- . 
combe. I directed a Letter to you from Miss. 
Cooper to Bolton-row. I have pot room to sajf 
much about myself, and it is no great matter, unless 
my account could be more amusing. Adieu, my 

dear friend. 

>■■■'■ 

** Now Mrs. Alison 1 daughter to the late, and sistor of the. 
present Dr. Gregory of Edinboropgh ; sister also of the Edi- . 
tor's dear and much respected friend, the late Rev. Wm. Gr«- 
l^ry, of Canterbury. 
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LETTER XCIII. 

^ » '• ■ ' ^ '* • . i 

Deal, Dec. 11, ITfi. - 

fuouGH, considering your long silence^ 
my cQi^cience might be perfi^ctly at rest if I cUcJ, 
ijot write tQ you this fortnight, yet you would cer^ 
tainly hay^ heard from me sooner if tUe jalmost .con-^^ 
i^ta^nt pain of my head did not render, writing genets 
rally a difficult, and sometimes an in^practicable 
task., , For. one complaint or other I have been swal*-^^ 
lowing medicines ever since I saw you^ but wit|i sO; 
l^tle success that after having takeh^^U I have lef^v 
from a principle of good housewifery, that they may 
not be wasted, I think, without some very absolute 
necessity, I will take, no more. 

'And so, Mr3. Handcock has no taste for your new 
invention of a coffee-pot But she is an intolerable 
cpmmqn sen^e woman. As to her strartge objec^ . 
tions that the pot has neither spout nor handle, and . 
that the lid will not open, they are pertainly quite, 
nugatory ; for as it is of a beautiful Etruscan form, 
it answers every essential purpose of a good coflfee* 
pot — except the possibility of making coffee in it>.. 
vvhich is, only a mere circumstance, ^wtiich any orxf^ 
i^i true .genius would easily overlook. 

Indeed 
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Indeed I was downright angry, and am scarcely 
in charity with you now, for the account you gave 
me of your staying with JVIrs, Montagu till she was 
quite exhausted! It is treating her as children do 
a cdockwork 1;oy, which they never think has di- 
verted them long enough till they have forced and 
l^oken ali the springs. If you had teft her at seven 
a^kjIoek,"a quiet evening might have pt^eviented her 
feicling any mconvenience from a social dihner,' aiid 
sbe 'might have aflfiMrded hefr frierids many such 
cheerful days ; but if she fittds she G^aniidt* entertain 
Jlrete 'but at the hazard of heMife, for their sakes 
a* well as heir owu, I ho^e and beReve'fter inrita- 
tSbns will be V(iry much rcstrafned. «. 

' I atn sorry to hear that yoti ixal ' Mrs; Hitidcbtk 
xure A6tf bteufed frorir the ftifldciii^a bj^ th6 1 stortn; 
J'hope'by thfe 'timfe you ar^ both jierfectty fre6 
from it, as I had the pieasui^e of hearirig^^ou'had it* 
vfery sltgKtly: It has been a^ getiferal ^ h^e as in 
toi^A. ' fiideed h seettts^ to^ Mve ^'eiizfed ^hfe' whole 
globe. A perSoir Jitst mnv Called on itre, wHoisr 
filite^ away to a sfedetoh- by the ^^v'ere stod' variousr 
ii^y^iiiiL'^ttAy it has a^^ ^ • . 

' Ifeve ydu^'seen Itfrs. Croftdh?^ She'was lairty 
blown: out of her cottegfe fey thelSast \vihd, 'Cviiidh 
attacked^ it with umnftlgated^ fin'y, and made her 
piythe tar of a fine open summer prospect of the' 
sea. Lady Lothian I bfelieve wHl^ leavt Walmer 

- next 
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next week. I lately spent a most comfortable day 
with her, and came home by the sea-side, lighted 
by the moon-beams glimmering ftn, the waves. I 
should have enjoyed this fine scenery more fully in 
a w^alk, but this her ladyship prevented with .so 
much kipdg^s^ tbfit I could not refuse being con- 
veyed in her coach. 1 believe you will allow that 
opp i^st be 9)9^jt jd^sperad^y obstinate to resist 
p^^y Jjotjof^p. Ypui»^iU be gji^d that the two poor 
littljs FojTt^^ueiiSt ^^1^ ^^^^ ^^^y came to £nglaaidl 
^aye pe^n u^^pxj^^T^ cfltf^* ih^ exemj^ary attebr 
pofx tqtlj^ ?^WB Ufl;le pr^tuxieg by w4i6msbe & 
Sjurround^^ ^rpwa ^ l^nght^r lustier oii her thaaaii 
the g^ms ia hejT goip9fit 

I r^^^ ifi^.the nw^i ^t I^UpaA badittfiWed by 
^hci stpfi^ of |Ji^ H^pl Oetpb^r^ I l^eactily wish 
^t n^ay no^ b,e tfue, but If i^ i^^ I ^^ detarnimed to 
hpp^ ^h^^ttl^e ^|i^^ bi^ spjEUTQd ^ trees aBd.uB^ 
roqfqd tbp hov(se^ ^i)^ you b^ ^m good a& ti^iel 
^puii ^^^y^t q^ry |k^ inp^^ li^tt^ to Mri^ 
T^lbojt? J^y ^ffipc^pii^ Iq.vq tp ytm.- Ifaadcockv 
^ thoi^fipd thf n^ for ypiir.bmdly wkfaing me m 
your n^ghbpi^bpp^, Y^ry soon afiter Cfaristafuii 
J^ i^opi^ l^esp^ b^f^y.^tgi bQ witlna reAdti of you,^ 

io^ft^^ allien, ^ - 
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LETTER XCIV, 

Deal, Mcyil, 1776. - 

Though you will easily beHcvc mty my 
Mrs, Vescy, that I have thought on you with 
the most cordial affection every day, Ihe unavoid- 
able hurry on my first coming d6wn, and a very 
bad; fit of the head*ache in the midst of it, have 
left me very little leisure or capacity for writing. 
But my business has now got into tolerable order, 
and my head is for the present better, so | will no 
longer delay returning you and Mrs. Handcock my 
sincere thanks for all the delightful houris Which yoif 
have aUowed me to pass with you both this winter, 
a recollection whichr I can* enjoy with unabated 
pleasure firom the hope of ks being renewed nex^ 
ytai*. My thoughts now^havea determinate object, 
txid can anticipate our meeting in Bolton -row, in- 
itead of 'pursuing you to unknown regions sepa^ ' 
rated by » the sea. With*%his prospect in view for 
the winter, I the less regret the^ not knowing where 
to look for you during the summer, as I find your 
schemes are still undecided. This I should think a 
lamentable circumstance for myself, Mit it is of 

-- wry 
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very little consequence to you, who can always 
^ave a fairy wand, which never fails to conjure up 
pleasures and amusemeuts all round you, into 
whatever clime or whatever element you happen to 
be thrown. It can raise you up transparent palaces 
and coral groves beneath the sea, and convert 
a pigeon-house into a dressing- roomi and a heap of 
brick and mortar into a walk of roses upon earth. 
You will have no need of these expedients, how- 
ever, as long as Mrs. Montagu continues in town, 
but probably as soon as she is gone you will grow 
exceedingly weary of brick houses and a smoky 
air. 

All that I have yet been able to enjoy of the 
country is in my own little garden, where I am 
planting geraniums and mjrrtles to repair as well as 
I can the terrible devastations of last winter, which 
destroyed nearly my whole collection. As you are 
acquainted with all possible authors, pray be sa^ 
good as tell me who is the writer of a Letter to a 
young Nobleman setting out on his Travels. I 
found it here on my return, directed to me. If 
you should have an opportunity, I shall be much' 
obliged to you if you will returii my b^t thanks to 
the author for his favor to, me, and still more for 
the noble and beneficial tendency of his work. 
Happy would it be for this nation if it was received 
with the attention which it d€;3e]^vcs ! Happy in all 

events 
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e^tits will it be for.' the aiithox- to have exerted his 
abilities and best endeavours to recommend to our 
young people of rank the only true standai'd of 
action, and to rescue them from the miserable non- 
sense aild vile subversion of all principle, which 
are so industriously circulated by those who, with- 
out the least rdal pretensions, dignify themselves 
by the title of philosophers. 

I must beg leave to trouble you with the enclosed 
to Miss Cooper, as I know not well how to direct 
to her. Adieu, my dear friend ; pray let me hear 
from you soon, very soon, that you* have not forgot 
your, &c. 



LETTER XCV. 



. . . * * 

Deal, June 7, 1776^ 



It was no doubt out of pure revenge foilk^ 
my remonstfances^ against your wast^of good coffee '^ 
thact you put my frugality to tlie triar*about 'the *^ 
frank; IJdweveJr, ipy dear Mrs. Vesey, as I know^^ 
upon tUe wbote ijt was Jfcitidly toifeanV I shaH^bbey * 

your 
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jbnc injimctfoiM 6i writing before* (Be poof frank is 
fHtismhed. 

I wa&much obliged^ by yoilr Court intettigeiice, 
which was the first of any kind that I have re- 
ceived since I left London, and I longed tb know a 
little how the world was going. TlK)ugh I am very 
little a partjf in the said world, few people I believe 
are more attentive to it 2ls a speetator^ or receive 
more anausement from the shifting scenes. People 
whose interest* and passions are engaged in the 
bustle have very little leisure to attend to the spec- 
tacle which affords such an entertainment to qtiet ' 
uainterrupted observers, who con%nt themselves^ 
with seeing the drama without any wish' for the 
plames and the tinsel, and the long trains of the \ 
actors. 

In the midst of a bad fit of the head-ache yester- 
day I could not help regretting for you and Mrs. 
Handcock the wind and the rain, which must have 
ipterrupted part of your pleasure at South Lodge*, 
But then I comforted, myself that when the com- 
pany, had nothing better to do they would sit round 
a table, and kindly tliink of and^ mention their ab- 
sent friend. But after all, perhaps while the ele- 
ments were fighting on this^stormy coast, you might 
lj« ei^oying calm skies and a bright sunsliine, and 

* Hufield Cbace, then the seat gf Miss Sharpe. , 

nor 
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fict ^hctmg & vacant minute to thiilk ab^t me ; an^ 
y. t perhaps I might have a better chance of beii^ 
iremembered in the quiet ittreat bf hamadryads 
thaa in your shining party this evening; 

I hope you are by this time come to some deter 
jbination for the summer, and such a one as id 
pleasant to you and Mrs» Handcock. When does 
Mr. Vesey talk of joining you ? Or does he pro- 
pose to abide by his bricks and mortar^ and leaved 
you to your own devices ? In this case> I should 
&ink one of them might be to visit Miss Cooper 
and me* 

Montagu is waiting for me to say bis lesson, and 
the Post will be gone before I have finished my 
business, so I will only add my most affectionate: 
love to you tod Mrs. Handcock^ and bid you 
lidiau* 
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LETTER XCVt 






1)^, Jimc 46j 1J7!^& 

•■ ». . ■ ■ ■ 

You may probably, my clear Mrs. Veseyi 

have as early an account as I have from the con-* 
tinent ; but as it is possible you may not, 1 will not 
defer giving you the pleasure of knowing that our 
friends dre, I thank God, safely landed. 1 have 
this morning received this intelligence in a few lines 
from Montagu, which he wrote just as he got on 
shore. They were only two hours and ten minutes 
on their passage. The sea was very rough, and 
the wind pretty strong, and all of them heartily 
sick, except Mrs. Montagu and Mr. White. When 
Montagu wrote they were all going to bed, ex- 
cessively wet I hope we shall soon have a better 
account 

I went to Dover, according to Mrs. Montagu s 
appointment, on* Friday, but did not find her there> 
so I staid till the next evening. I could have 
amused myself with the romantic views of that 
wild country if I had been able to ramble, but my 
head said no, and confined me to my room almost 
the whole of Saturday, and rendered every object 

vox. IV, h a* 
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so unpleasant ^at 1 can scarcely bear to tecollect 
the picture of the Castle, which was full in pr6s- 
pect of the window where I &at, -so strong is the 
association of ideas, I had but just a glimpse of 
Mrs. Montagu, for she did not come till eight 
o'clock on Saturday; and I was to return to Deal 
that night. She was very well, and in very good 
spirits, and I [believe much the better for giving 
herself two days' rest before she sat out. 

I wrote to you the day before I received your 
last, and enclosed the account of Mr. Vesey's arms 
in Canterbury Cathedral *, which I hope arrived' 
safely to you. Do pray write to' me soon, and let 
me know your pl^ni for the summer. I heartily 
congratulate you on Mr. Comyns's recovery. My* 
affectionate love to Mrs. Handcock. Adieu, my 
dear friend. Heavefa bless you. 

♦ This Letter is missing* 
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LfitTER XCVIL 

toeftl> Jii/y 15, 1775. 

ft 

In spite oi all impediments and obstruo 
tioiis ill the way of writing, it is impossible for me 
to defer for a single Post my acknowled^ents to 
you for your very kiild present, which ought to be 
consid^ed as one of the most extraordinary jinven- 
tipns of the present age. Its various uses give it a 
title to be esteemed in the artificial, what the cocoa*^ 
tree is in the natural, world ; atld you might, if 
you loved nwMiey, grow immensely rich by contract* 
ipg to supply our fleets and armies with all the ne« 
ceasarie^ of life> except meat and drink, in the 
cpmpaiss of a lady's work-bag^ But of all its com- 
prehensive excellencies, notJimg endears it half so 
mi^ch to me as its being a proof of your affection-^ 
ftte remembrance of a firicnd who is happy in every 
instance of your kindness. As one is, however, 
pretty sure of finding some defect in every good, I 
sadly regretted the not finding your picture in the 
odd place yoa had chosen for it, at the bottom of 
the candlestick ; and I could only comfort myself 

J* 2 with 
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^hh the reflection, that I should always be sure to 
lind it at the bottom of my heart. 

Miss Coopec arrived at Walmer ^on Saturday 
evening, and dined with me yesterday. She iV 
much pleased with her cottage and with this coun- 
try, and \vith my dtuation in it. She flatters me 
that it would please you as well as her. She has 
given me something like "a faint hope that ybu may 
l>e tempted to make the trial yourself. I need not 
tell you how happy it would make me to see yoii 
and Mrs. Handcock. Travelling is good for you 
both, and your horses afi'e engaged t(y carry you 
Wherever you direct their liead&i Do think about 
it, for ^tis as good to trax^l into Kent as to wander 
abotit ottier counties. 

Evei-y blessing of peace and security attend you 
in a place once the &ct;ne of so much" devastation 
and terror. If yon have any great reverence^ for 
the memory of our Saxon Kings, as I have, you 
will wander about the environs of Merton * in 
search of the spot where Ethelred and Alfred, with 
such noble though unsuccessfful valour, defended 

♦ Where Ethelred and Alfred defended the liberties* of tlreiF 
country; their. unworthy succcssory who attq^ipted to destroy, 
tliem, was at length forced to confirm them apxi to ratify some, 
of the wise laws of his Saxon predecessors. King John slept 
at Merton Abbey on the night before he signed Magna Charta. 

their 
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their country agaiost- its ^brutal inviiders;. the Otil;;^^ 
instance in* which I am willing to allow that figlxting- 
makes a hero. 

You have perfectly suppressed all curiosity whick. 
I should have felt for. another view of West Wy- 
combe Church if it had continued in its own state,^ 
by your description of the alteratioi! which it has: 
suffered from the rai-^e-show s;euius of Lord Lc 
Despenser. ^ The want of taste is an uncomibrt- 
able defect, but a false taste is a positive evil. The 
one is only a quiet stupid dormouse, but the other 
is a mischievous monkey, w^hich is perpetually tear? 
ing things out of their places and sitting them wrong. 
Nothing surely but the very perfection of false 
taste, the union of a blundering imagination and 
an unfeeling heart, could have tempted him to con- 
vert any part of a building appropriated to the so- 
lemnities of religion, to the riotous pm'poses of a 
drinking-room. 

I believe you would have been pleased M'ith an 
entertainment I lately found in one of my rambles, 
from the view of an old church sinking mto vene- 
rable ruins, in a remote, part of the country. It 
iras so long since I had been there, and it stands, 
so much out. of the usual, track of ujy walks, 
that I had some difficulty in finding it. There was 
^mething very striking in the circumstance by 
which I became sensible of my approach tp it, 
\. /, Alter 



13d 

Aftf r travellingsome time over im open down, from , 
whence I had a distant view of the rude grsoideur 
of Dover Castle, Iv^as led into a narrow lane, aii4 
as I walked on, the shade grew closer^ and the 
verdure was darkened by an intermixture of yews, 
Fron^ hence, by this solemn introduction, I was 
soon conveyed to the object of my pursuit *. Here I 
amused myself for some time in perfect solitude, 
amongst mouldering arches, ivyed walls, aixd 
thick-strewn graves, in all that composure of pleas- 
ing melancholy which scenes like these so naturally 
inspire, — Instead of this pleasing melancholy, wha| 
gloomy horrors and insupportable despair woul4 
darken the thoughts, from a view of the realms of 
death and ruin, if their devastations were to be 
considered as reducing things to a final state ! It ia 
only from a connection with future hopes that they 
convey such ideas of tranquillity. and peace, as a 
kind of necessary relaxation from the toil and 
bustle of general life. But amidst the deep shade 
and awful silence that surround this temporary sus-» 
pension of existence, the mind looks forward to 
that period when all shall revive to happier circunpl-p 
stances of being, and hears a glad voice proclaiming 
t;o thp renpyated world that time shall be no more. 

^ The ruins of West Langdon Chyrcb, between D^al an4 
Dover. 

lanj 
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I am glad to find you so well pleased with my 
friend Miss Sharpe *, who will appear to more and 
more advantage when that ext^jme timidity, which 
the unhappy wnfinement t)f her education has 
brought on her is worn off by a more liberal mode 
of life. Her Understanding is penetrating and 
lively, and her heart gentle and affectionate ; but 
Ihe long want of eqcDuragi^tnetit ' to cultivate the 
one, and of proper objects to ^exercise the ieeiings 
^f the other; has given an Imbituri indolei^e and 
Rejection to her .spirits which canBot be immedi- 
ately subdued, but I hope is every day gradually 
ivearlngoff: 

' I had a Letter from Dr. Douglas f lately fttmi 
TunbridgCj where he seems to be as littfe cohver- 
c^ant witii the human creatures o'H the li^alks ai^ witfi 
the eotts (QH the ecHnmon. He latterly regrets the 
not meeting you aind Mrs. DAinbar ther«. .My 
kind love to Mrs. Handcoek. Mifi^ Cooper hds 
gone and begged my frank t^ yoti, «o I write with- 
'^utone. A4ieu ! 

^ This Xady after\i^rd8 niarrie4 the Rev. Osmund Bean*^ 
^voifj D. D. add after bii decease 0x. Andrew Douglas, then 
9k physician in town. 

t Who was then husband to Mrs. Carter's youngest sister, 
and afterwards married the widow of Dr. Beauvoiri mentione4 
f l?ove» 

BETTER 
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Ded, Avg. SI, 177a, 

■ * - . 

It is not usual for people to declare tha^ 
ihey do a self-interested thing, and yet I will be silly 

.enough to owii, my dear Mrs. Vesey, that I should 
not have v^rit to you so soon but for the sake 6f 

,av$iiling myself of your awkward frank to enclose a 
Letter to Miss Foote. I hope this spiteful con- 

. fe3^ioA mfty help to : evaporate my angpr for your 

- long silejCice, 9^ vt^X as if J had lengthened it on in 

:P, quiets mai^ner thrpugh several weeks. M\s». 
,Qopper i^ a3 mpob ;Scsi,ndaU?;ed at your detestable 
neglect; of us as I am, but I will Ime her to fight 

^ber owabattles with you. 

r . W§ u WPJIP V both exjtreipjjly disappointed and in 
great wrath at your rejection of our ^arling sch^mjB 
of Walmer Castle. But I suspect it is her fault, 
p\i^ pjfobably represented it tp you merely as a 

. pleasapt dwelling, where you might eat your dinner 
and drink your tea and coffee like the fashion of 
any modern house. If she had told you that some 
discoutented gpectre walked its melancholy rpund 
pyery night along the grass-grown platform, the a.t- 
. tractioq 
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traction would have been irresistible to your curio- 
sity. I think she might possibly have succeeded, 
^ven if she had been Contented to describe the ope- 
rations of elementary beings on this ancient struct 
4;ure. She might have told you how the spirits of 
the air talk in whistling winds through its battle^" 
rnents, ai^d how the angel of the waters dashes the 
roaring billows at its foot. Instead of alluring you 
by these sublime ideas, I suspect she dwelt chiefly 
on the pleasure you would confer upon a couple of 
mere two-legged human creatures ; upon which you 
turned about and said, " Why, Mrs. Handcock, we 
can meet enough of these upon the pantiles ;" and 
€0 the die turned up for Tupbridge — for which wc 
are very sorry that your vixen countrywoman did 
pot beat you, 

I had a Letter a few days ago from Mrs. Mon- 
tagu, and, I thank God, she and her party are all 
well. She makes me very happy by the manner in 
which she speaks of my nephew. I hope your ap- 
prehensions for Mrs. Hughes are happily vanished, 
and that Df. Douglas has been as satisfactory to 
you in her case as in Mr. Comyns. I had a Letter 
froip Lady Dartrey lately, dated Antwerp. Sher 
desired nje to let you know that she loved you, they 
?vere all very well, and greatly amused. 

Jf you m^-ke use of the conveyanqe of my Letter 

to 
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to get acqu^nted with Miss Foote * and h^ isiste^,, 
JMrs. Ross, I may venture to affiim that you. will 
^ank me for the commission. With my love to 
Mrs. Dunbar, be so good as to tell her that the 
beings whom in so many instances she resembles do 
ikotf that ever I heard, break their promises. 

Never, I think, do I remember such a long 
course of. damp relaxing weather, and I have, of 
course, suffered much from a weak state of nerves. 
,AU that I can do is to struggle against the evil, 
which I cannot help feeling, and to oblige myself to 
use exercise when the languor and weariness which 
perpetually hangs on me tempts me so strongly to 
i^it still. But as nothing is more fatal to the heal^ 
of either than a habit of yielding to indolence of 
body or mind, one ought quietly to endure the 
pain of oppositioT^ en attendant, that a m(»re fa- 
vorable dispositbq of the elements will render the 
combat less laborious. I hope you have not suf- 
fered in the same degree by this relaxing tempera* 
ment of air, though there is scarcely any liealth so 
impenetrable but it must have been in some way af« 
fected by it 

• A highly accomplished and elegant young >yoman,daugli* 
tier to Mr. Foote, of Charlton, near Canterbury. She died uh- 
niarried. Mrs. Ross "was well known afterwards in London by 
tfae ni^me of Lady Herries. She dkd in^tely at Cheltenham* 

Miss 
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Miss Cooper dined with me to-day. Poor dodl 
j^he has had many an uncomfortable walk durinK 
this vile weather; which has somelinties been t09 
bad for even her courage to encounter. The total 
relaxation of my nerves has occasioned a wedkneds 
in one of my ancles^ that I have but seldom b^n 
able to reach as far as Walmer. My love to MrSt 
Handcock, and beg she will not omit her walks 
which agreed so well with her last ye^. Adieu ! 
your's much more aflfectionately than ypur i^bomi* 
pable long silence deserves. 
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LETTER XCIX. 

Deal, Oa. 7, 1776. 

You must think me strangdiy unreason- 
able if you could suppose that ydur sincerity could 
give me any impressions to youlr disadvantage. Oa 
the contrary I higMy honor it It is not at all dif^ 
ficult, I think, to comprehend t^e situation of yout 
mind with regard Jo the subject you mention. Th6 
tieart is a very obstinate kind of thing, and vei'y 
little disposed to be reasoned oat of its ieeling^ 
Virtue indeed must always force esteem^ and obli- 
gations 
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gations have an indispensable claim to gratitude ; 
but virtue, poor imperfect human virtue ! may be 
accompanied by such disagreeable faults, and obli- 
gations blemished by such teizing circumstances^ 
that though right principles will always discharge 
the debt of reverence to the one, and of every pos- 
sible return to the other, the heart will be vexed 
and disappointed at finding itself neither wanned 
by the spirit of inclination, nor softened by tender- 
ness of afiection.--^But you suspect that certain 
faults have made too strong an impression on you 
for want of a fellow feeling. I am too much in- 
fluenced by tliis kind of partiality myself: we are 
. Tioth in the wrong, and we both endeavour to mend. 
Considered in a right view, our fellow feelings for 
all faults ought to b^ the same. Whether they are 
our own, or those of a very different kind in others, 
they are all deviations from that perfect rule of 
conduct, to which we are obliged by continual im- 
provement, as near as possible, to approach ; and 
they spring from the same erring nature of whiclj 
we all equally partake. If I am silly enough to 
quit my proper road in pursuit of a flower that 
happens to attract my fancy on the right hand, I 
have certainly no cause to quarrel with others, who 
perhaps may gravely chuse to run their noses into 
a furze-bush by straggling to the left. It makes no 
difference that I happen to be seduced by the pret- 
tier 
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tier object, since we lioth equally wander froni the 

path in which we are appointed to walk. 

The world in general i» very unjust in its dif- 
ffere A: estimation and different treatment of humad 
failings. That bewitching charm, which atig^ge® 
lis fo characters distinguished by affectionate dis- 
jSositions, and gentle manners, renders us partially 
indulgent to their faults, as their ill consequences 
to society are usually more remote, and less per* 
jfonally felt, than those that accompany harsher na- 
tures, against which every body denounces open 
war, because every body is liable to be immediately 
affected by them. Yet if it be considered how 
often the disposition which is troublesome and teiz- 
ing to others, scratches and tears the poor owner, 
it would appear to be a case more worthy of com- 
passion than we are usually willing to allow. After 
all, when one reflects upon the comprehensive 
scheme of human duty, and on the difficulties by 
which it is perplexed amidst such a variety of 
temptations, every character which, in the general 
conduct of life, evidently appears to be influenced 
by right principles, and a view to the divine appro- 
bation, is upon the whole to be considered with re- 
verence and respect; and its infirmities and de- 
fects to be treated as consequences of that general 
imperfection, which in some instance or dther is 

absolutely 



dMK>luteIy miavQKlfible from the condition of dim 
present exis.tenqp. 

Yoii myw m€«HiQQe(ito i^e my IfCtt^ra of L^dy 
laican. I dk^l ^ much Qb\ijipd to you for tk&- 
flight of them. 

Pray wh^^^ver your ima^aUop represents to 
jfou that you hfi^ye writ me a Letter, do teach mine 
to be eq*ially ipgenious in SMppq&ing I l^ve re* 
eeived it For want of this necessary faculty, and 
from the unhappy prejiidice qf JMdging hy nuattew 
of fact, I hfi^e been grievously hurt, at finding my-. 
sdf so entirely oi;t of your remembrance, as it hap- 
pens to be a certain truth that till within these three 
days I have not heard a syllable from you addreat 
to myself for mCH"e we^ k^ than I wish to recollect 
You did indeed write to Miss Cooper, and e}(pres$ 
yourself pleased with my two friends, whom I was 
desirous to introduce to your acqi^aintance, and it 
gave me pleasure to find yon were not disappointed- 
in the expectations I had given ypu of then}. - Buit 
to that Letter in which I mentioned them to you^ 
I never received any answer. Mrs* Rc^s and Mis* 
Foote wrote me their thanks in very lively expres- 
sions, for their introductbn to you ; and I had t 
repetition of them last Wednesday, when I payed 
theni a visit Poor Miss Foote is still in the same? 
melancholy state of health, which incapadtates her 

for 



for every lexertion of her v6ry fine talentft, — ^nty ^ 
did you ever attend to Mrs. Ross's language; It ap^' 
pears to me remarkably proper and elegant? 

While I made this visit, I left Miss CkK>per ea' 
dep6t with a friend on the other side the country, 
who for many ygars lived within a short walk o^ 
Deal, when I used to see her very often, but her re- 
moval beyond the circles of my rambles, now gives 
me but few opportunities of seeing her. She inha- 
bits an old mansion house, which is spacious with- 
out looking uncomfortable, and venerable without 
being dull *. The house, I believe, was formeriy^ 
part of a monastery : but modern elegance, the great 
foe to ancient greatness, and grandeur, and solem- 
nity, has almost entirely banished all remains of its' 
former appearance, except a few gothic doors, 
which have hitherto resisted all reformation. Even 
in the Church which joins the house, the pillars are 
new cased with wood, and joined by circular arches, 
to the infinite scandal of my gothic enthusiasm* 
It has been, I believe, a very considerable cathe- 
dral building, as it is evidently much diminished t' 
and there is an inscription on one of the tombstones 
as early as the thirteenth centuiy. The garden be- 

•■^ Wingham lioyse, th^n the seat of Mrs* Cosnan, who was 
•f^ije of the (Jaught^rs of SiivThomas D'Acth, Bart, and one of 
Mrs. Carter's earliest friends. The Poem which Ipcgins " Say 
flear Berthia," was addressed 'to her* 

S longing 
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longing to this house is flat and enclosed ; but at 
the bottom of it there is a gloomy avenue covered 
with grass, which leads to a delightful pretty stream, 
the banks of which, are finely shaded by beautiful 
limes, which form a ' very charming walk, and be- 
tween the trees one discovers mjoy picturesque, 
objects on the opposite side the river. The day 
luckily proved extremely fine, and Miss Cooper en-^ 
joyed it very much. I got back time enough from 
my visit to Mrs. Ross to dine with her at Wingham, 
and we got home very tolerably early, so we made^ 
the most of our twelve hours. 

Mrs. Montagu did not leave Paris on the fifth, 
but she writes me word that she is to set out on the 
seventh. I rejoice her journey is by land, and not 
by water, for it blows and rains, k toute outrance. 
You kindly enquire after my nephew Montagu, to 
my great happiness Mrs. Montagu mentions him in 
all her Letters with the highest marks of commen- 
dation and approbation. I thank God I never had 
the least reason to doubt that he would give her 
any cause to repent of the kindness she has been so 
good as to shew, or of the affection she kindly ex- 
presses for him. I propose to go to Dover on 
Friday in hopes to catch a glimpse of our friend, 
and bring home my nephew, who I hope will rc- 
miin with me at Deal till I come to town. All his 
family are at present witli my bi other, arid the 

1 Dr. 
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I>r. and Mr&. Dtruglas, so we make a strong party; 
which sometimes does my heart more good than 
my head. They are all to dine with me to-onorraWy 
and Miss Cooper, you will easily imagine, is not to 
be left out of the set. 

. Miss Sharpe is returned to us in charming healthy 
and without the least regret at leaving Paris. She 
lias more company with her at present than my 
table will ^old ; but she is to join us in tlie after- 
noon, and it would do your heart good to see what 
a croud we ^all make in my little room, — Oh that 
you and Mrs. Handcock could be transported into 
the nridst of it. My tove to Mrs. Handcock, Miss 
Copper would send her's to you both if she was 
^te, ^buJt liiis tempest confines h[er to ^er cotta^^ 
or ^he was 4X) have been with Miss Sharpe this aftjar- 
4ioon. I walked to her this moniing before the 
-i^resither changed* ¥ery comfortably for us, how- 
ever, she is not often restrained by the vi?eatiier, as 
j^s6 Shappe's cosMih conveys her through it, but it 
^d b^n td-4ay to Margate. 

I d^^larad in my fury cat your long >$ilence that 
-I would 'Hot write to you in three months ; and 30 
:| iactve writ to yOu in three xlays, not only a Le^r 
ibut^a^roiuiiie, for which I ^deem tmyself wVjary silly, 
^at it "being by po means the first instance, i can- 
not «ay I 'feel much surprized at it tl i heartily «- 
'^de 'to h^r you a(e a^le :to w£^k ainl ifeel the 
VOL. IV, JVl pleasurf 
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pleaf^re of independaiKre, as weH as the frcecnjov"- 
ment of the charming vicavs of Tunbridge. God 
bless you ! Good night. 



LETTER C 

Deal, Qct. f3,l77(^* '- 

In proof of my entire compliance witb 
the wislies of your hearty my deai: Mrs. V^sey,' J 
carried p^n and , paper in ray pocket yesterday to 

• Do vci', that if our friends sliouid be aniyed I inigfot 
have the pleasure of giving you tlK^ most immedj^fe 
information: but the wind was ag^ipst us^aiid; 1 4H&- 
turned back to Deal in tl)e eyeni|ig< I have seftt 

rtQ get some information ihis morning, and fin^,lhe 
vessel is expected to arrive about five, so J propQ$0 

' to set out again in hppes of getting a gliiBpse of 
our friend, and of bringing back my boy. The 
Mrealher is so very placid: that, I thanJc God, thief je 
does not appear the least reason for any pttrticular 

* alarm, and I hope I shall close my Letter, with t^ 
-.account- of their being all safe and well on the 
'^ Kentish jshore^ and; may they alKbripg back Eftg^ 
- ' . . . .. -lish 
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iish hearts, and English manners, in which wish 1 
trust you are not too well bred to join me : though 
to ht sure the French envelope is rather a discou- 
raging symptom, since in every other oirctimstatieo 
but that it is French, it is as completely disagree- 
able> awkward^ and inconvenient, as it id possible 
for moital envelope to be. 

Pi'ay do not pay any ciVility> or give the least 
€ncourag(3ment to any head-ache that visits you as 
my acquaintance; but shake it off au plust6t as an 
impostor. For my head-ache can always prove^ an 
alibi whenever it is accused of being absent from 
me, so much as any one hour together^ in any one 
-day; 

Though y?>u are too much an American to re*- 
joice in the conquest of Long Island, you are bow?- 
ever too much a friend to humanity, not to feel 
thankful) that it has been carrifed with so little loss 
on the side of our troops. I heartily wish it could 
have been accomplished with as little on the side 
of the poor misled provincials. God grant this 
check may incline them to listen to proposals of 
peace. It grieves me to see a Lieutenant Morgan 
•amongst the wounded ; I fear it is the nephew of 
our frieads. Be so good as to let me know when 
you write, and whether he is likely to recover. I 
M ill .study your heraldry, or get somebody who 

MS knowf 



kno^s itK^re ef the matter to study if, before f 
come to town. 

Though 1 canriiot claim cVen an acquaintawctf 
tvith Mr. S. Jenyns 1 must defend him, though I 
^'ouid much rather he would have prevented my 
attack by such an explication al3 would have rend- 
ered it less possible to mistake his meaning. Yet 
leveh ab it now standsj he seems to have sufficiently 
discovered that he cashiers no oth^r valour, than 
that which from false arid w icked ideas of honor 
tmd glory stabs individuals, and desolates whole na- 
tkoiis: no other friendship but such an exclusive af^ 
fectidn as subverts general benevolence: and nc^ 
other patriotism, but such as serves for a mask ta 
taibition, and from the influence of private passion* 
tends to throw the state into discord artd confusion. 
Mr. Jeayns in the cdrisideration of not loading the 
attention of those whom he chiefly meant to benefit 
by hig book, has too often exprest himself with &. 
^conciseness which renders his meaning obscure. 

i tvrote to you about a week ago. I shall riot 
^al this Letter till I come from Dover, in my way 
I shall call to know if Miss Cooper has any par- 
ticular message to send you. Miss Sharpe and 
Mrs. Penriingtoh arp going to her this mornings ^le 
is in no danger of finding her cottage too soKtapy i 
80 I hope jbhe will not^be in a hurry to qiiit it. 

2 Retumecl 
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Returned from Dover disappointed of the plea- 
«iare I had hoped for. Only think of my stand- 
ing on the beaeh watching three vessels just land- 
ing their passengers, and being at last informed by 
the Captain of the third, that Mrs. Montagu was 
not at Calais, nor proposed to be there till after 
jthe twentieth. He said, he believed^ she was pre- 
vented by the want of horsos. I returned heavily 
back agaia, and at my arrival at home found a 
Letter fron> you, which lijgis helped to comfort me. 
Your description of Bay Hall*, retouched the pic- 
ture of it in my memory, and gave it new spirit and ' 
fresh colouring. The history piece was entirely 
oew to me, for I saw neither the venerable old 
Lady, nor her rosy companion, whom you have so 
excellently well drwn. 

AU your friepds here, which are at present a 
party almpsf: big enpugh to fill yoijr blue room, 
mention you very frequently, con amore, and desira 
to be remembered kindly to you ^nd Mrs. Hand- 
fiofk. My two sisters and their families talk of 
leaving us soon, but I h^ve better hopes of Miss 
Cooper and Miss Sharpe. You must not send us 

* An ancient mansion near Tunbridgje, once the prigiAial 
«eat of the great family of Colepcper, and since of the Am- 
tcrsts. It now belongs to Mr. Streatficld, of Cliidingstouc, 
and being no longer inhabited by the owner is tending fast tp 
decay. 

any 
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any more of Sir William Mayne's covers, for ba 
cannot frank for J^ord Newbaven, hut is to all Iht- 
tents and purpose? a nonentity, Adieu, my dear 
friend, you cannot think how well I love you, and 
how grateful I feel to you, for the kindness of send- 
ing me a second Letter before you knew the first 
.was answered. 
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LETTER CI. 

Deal, Oct. ;6, 177fi. 

To my happiness, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
I can at last give you the pleasure of knowing that 
our friend and all her party arrived, I thank God, 
very safely last night on the English shore. I set 
Out for Dover this morning with the sim, and was 
not again disappointed. She talked about writii^ 
to you, but as she was to call on her brothers*, and 
would be good part of the day in motion, I under- 
cook to give you the new§ of her arrival, 3he 

* The Rev. William Robinson at Depton Court; and Charles 
Rpbinson, Esq. at Canterbury, Recorder of that City, whi^h 
he also Represented in three. Parliaments* 

§eem^ 
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seem* well and in spirits, I breakfasted with her at 
a- friend's at Dover. We parted before one, and I 
have brought back my dear Montagu, who I hope: 
will remain with me till I go to town. Mr. Mon^ 
tagu taiks of going to Sandleford if the fine wea- 
ther liolds. I find no joy of the heart can cure an 
aching head^ This is the third day J hava had 
p^'etty severe pain. So I can only add njy affec- 
tionate love. Adiea. 
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I^ETTER CII. 

Deal, Dec. 9, 177^. 

Indeed, my dear Mrs. Vesey, it did 
seem quite an age since I had received any inti- 
mation of my being in your thoughts. I am 
heartily sorry that it is the pain you receive from 
writing which kept you so long silent. I look for- 
w ard with great pleasure to the time when all we 
have to communicate to each other may be com- 
prized in a twisted Note. 

I am obliged to you for the concern you express 
for me on the subject of our late shock. Perhaps 

you 



ydu may htve felt iA ^arth^uak* : if^ hdt, I Artt Mt 
inditted W wish for on^ a votr6 intentionj but ast 
it passed happily over, I have Oft^n wished y6u 
bad been with MdifitAga and liie oti Thur^ay moriK^ 
ing. I have fdt 6ne before ; but it was ttothiiig 
cditipartd to this. Never did I ^xjierience i6 sub- 
Ikne afi effecit of thfe voic6 aod of the haod of Orri 
nipotence; This fewful exertioii wafe niercifully 
checked within the boundary that marks destruc-^ 
tion; but I should think its continuance for a fcw^ 
more seconds would have produced fatal effects. 
It seemed as if the pillars of heaven, and tlie foun- 
dations of the earth were convulsed. The wild tu- 
mult and hurry of the elements were as much 
beyond all descrifition, as the confusion of my 
thoughts, for I had no explicit idea till I was 
awaked to t nAor^ distinct sense by Montagu s 
hastily uttering ^^ an earthquake." As this house is 
v6ry miich exposed, and we were up stairs sitting 
perfectly still, as he was reading to me ; I suppose 
'we felt it in its full force. God be thanked ho mis- 
chief w&;s done either in this town or any of the 
others along this coast. The direction seems t6 
hayfe beeh North and South, and I believe it was 
very faintly felt in the London road. My brother's 
servant, hpwevqr, perceived it near Canterbury, and 
his horses shorted^ and tremhled, ^d he could 
scarcely get them* oh: * 

Like 



• -Hike you- 1 am just now disposed to struggle with 
the *^ chain of causes and effects" which is going to 
drag me for two or three days from home : and I 
feel great reluctance even for that short time to 
quit my own tranquil house. But after all I be- 
lieve it is much better both for you and me that 
fluch a chain there is, to prevent an unbounded 
indulgence of our own inclinations; which might 
too probably lead us into such dispositions as would 
indeed leave us at full liberty to sit down quiet 
orice for all, and no mortal would wish to interrupt 
our repose. But I believe we should not either of 
us be much at our ease in such an absolute vaca- 
tion of heart J so we must even take things as they 
happen, and submit to that constitutional languor 
mid ennui, whicli will sometimes make one feel 
weary of the exertions necessary to any commerce 
with tiie world, for the sake of those advantages of 
i^Ociety without which we could not be happy. I 
hope the gaidty and spirit of youth are not abso- 
lutely necessary atid requisite to enable one to 
please, or to be pleased, unless one was to con- 
verse only with the young and with the gay. , The 
tranquillity of contentment, and the warmth of so- 
cial affection will at every age produce the power m 
<>f pleasing and of being pleased. 

Miss Sharpe and I carried your Letter to Miss 
Cooper this morning; sbe has beea wesy well the 

last ^ 
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last two days, but her health m general, poor soul, 
lias been very uncomfortable for the whole summer. 
J heartily wish the climate had agreed as w^ell w ith 
Iier as Miss Sharpe, who is grown so hardy as to 
face all our storms and blustering weather, whjch 
for the last ten days have been pretty outrageous, 
except on the looming of the earthquake, which 
jrose in a dismal gloomy calm. 

Yqu ask me what I thought of our dear Mrs, 
Montagu's looks at Dover. She appeared to mo 
pale and tliin, but not yellow and sickly ; I fear wc 
must not expect to see her fresh and plump while 
she meets with sQ,rnany wicked seductions in the 
society of the great world. 

Miss Cpoper says she will answer your Letter 
very soon. My love to Mrs, Ilandcock ; I am ob- 
liged to you for your account of Princess Daschow. 
It might have been a |jappy symptom for her if sl^e 
bad felt a syiDpathy with you some yeara ^go. I 
hope to have an opportunity of making your 
speeches to Mrs. Pennington ip an hour or two, as 
I expect her. her^ this afternoon for a few d^ys, 
Adieu. 



« •** 
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lj:tter cm. 

Tunstal, May 1>6, 1777. 

Am not I in the right; my dearest Mrs, 
Vesey, in supposing you would be glad to hear 
from me as soon as I could find a minute's time? 
In this confidence I will npt defer assuring you of 
my kindest remembrance till I am got to the end 
of my journey, when I shall probably find more 
avocations than I have at present. 

How f^trongly do I feel the obligations I owe 
you, when I recollect the many happy hqurs of un- 
reserved friendship that I haye passed with you and 
Mrs. Handcock for th^ last delightful winters. And 
yet, strange as it may appear, 1 never parted with 
you with SQ little v^gret, A3 it is very certain that 
I never loved you better than I do at present, this 
Itranquillity would be absolutely unaccountable, if 
I did not feel an inexplicable kind of presentiment 
that we shall soon meet again, and I am determined 
to indulge it, though I should perhaps be at a loss 
to define upon what idea this hope is founded. To 
act merely from feeling is always dangerous, and 
often wrong : but to encourage a pleasing expecta- 
tion, 
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tion, even if it should be disappointed, renders thq. 
event no worse when it does happen, and precludesi 
all the intermediate pain. 

All this family are much your's. Mrs. Penning- 
ton conveyed me from Dartford to this place op. 
Saturday, and my nephews are to escort me to 
Canterbury to-morrow, and from thence my bro-^ 
ther is to convey me to D^al in the evenings 
There is something very pleasant in being thus 
successively taken up by my own family, and I 
feel it with great joy and thankfulness. I well re- 
member in our early infancy the difllculties whjcb 
the best of parents struggled through, and the self- 
denials he practised in providing for our support 
and education. By the blessing of heaven on his, 
cares, he lived to see all his children prosperous in 
their own situation, and ia their several ways con- 
tributing to the happiness of each other. I wil^ 
not apologize to you for these reflexions. A good 
Bnind will feel them to be very patural, and a friend 
like you will rejoice in them. 

Pray send me some franks for yourself. I hope 
you will soon give me an a(;count of your present 
situation, and, as far as you can guess, of your fu- 
ture plans. 
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lEtTER CIV. 

/ ■ 

It is (Juite i^iicomfortable to me, my dear 
liiend, to find you are 3till detained in LondcHii 
ivtiich, in its preeent solitude, must a[^eitr like a 
iiepulchre haunted by the ghosts of all your departed 
friends. The misfortune too is, that amidst the 
avocations of disagreeable meFc mortal business of 
preparing for a journfcy, they can only just glide by 
you, and ^ve yoii nO idea but of their loss^ When 
you are quietly reposing in the shades of Lucaq, 
your imagination will b^ at full leisujre to stop the 
fleeting phantoms^ and converse with them at your 
«csse« 

Yoa say thfct Mr. Vesey still talks of returnii^ 
again after Christmas. If he should continue in 
-this determination, I hope you will not put any 
discotiragement on this near hope, for the sake of 
« ^aore distant prospect. Consider, my dear Mr&. 
Vesey, that at your age and mine, the more im^ 
titiedicOie good is the most valuable; and we can 
ireiftSotlably plcfcce but little dependance on any re- 
mote hopes, 'except those which extend beyond 

the 
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the circuit of the sun. I take it for granted ihdt 
by after Christmas Mr. Vesey means immediately 
after : for your friends would think tliemselve^ 
grievously defrauded if you did nOt visit them till 
spring. No : I must hope that we shall enjoy t^e 
ddightful social hours of winter together, not like 
the soi-disant philosophers whom you mention^ 
puzzling plairt truth by the vanity of perplexed 
systems ; but conversing with the simplicity of ah 
honest heart, regulated by right principles^ and 
enlivened by the playfulness of an innocent ima- 
gination*. 

I am flattered to find that I agiroe with Mr. 
Burke. — ^Yes, ask your own heart,, and it will tell 
-you what is the rule of life that best directs it to 
grow wise and good, and happy. Be thankful for 
this gracious guidance, and never listen to the half 
learning, the -perverted unde^standitig^ and peit 
ridicule of French philosophers, and beaux esprits, 
who would persuade you it is . best to wander ovei^ 
a wide stormy ocean without a pilot, and without 
a leading star. Indeed I hope that the first oppKH*- 
tunity will bring you acquainted with Mr- Sn^h. 
He is an honour to human nature, -and possesses 

' ' ' \ ■ ■ ^ ■' 

♦ How delrglUfal a picture of the true " feaist of reasi^li 
and the flow of soul/' fit for th<? society of angels iit a bettw 
state, and yet such as the good m^y enjoy in this 5, 

bofi> 
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both the severest and gentlest virtues to a very 
uncommon degree. Pray have you read a poem 
called Sympathy * ? If not, pray do, and get the 
last edition. 

Be so good when you write, to mention how 
Miss Cooper does, and if Tunbridge agrees with 
her. My love to dear Mrs. Handcock, and tell 
her how gratefully I feel her kindness. I am glad 
you have both been to see my child f , and that 
she has been with you. I am sure the more you 
see of her the better you will like her. Adieu, my 
dear friend, I hope by this time you have got rid 
of the pain in your head, without any assistance 
from " the mysterious wigs.'* Write to me soon, 
\^vy spon, and be sure to preserve to me the same 
place Jn your heart ^ ^ ; 

* By Mr. Pratt, author of " Gleanings,*' and many other 
vorks, both in verse and prose. 

' t Miss Sharpe, who wished to be considered' by her in tk^ 
light. J 
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LETTILR CV. 

Deal, June 27, 177t*- 

It grfeves me my deafest Mrs. Vesey^ 
to find that your spirits are so low, and your situg.-* 
tion so uncomfortable. I hope however that the 
gloom which at present hangs over your prospects 
will in a good degree be dispelled, w hen th6 dis- 
|[greeable hurry and fatigue of preparation for your 
journey is over. You ask what you shall do in the 
perplexbg affair of * * * * * 

* * # # # «( # i$ » 

j» m ^ # # # # * *. 

**^AU this may be perhaps a mere dream, but it is 
a sober wakmg truth, that it is infinitely important for 
you to try the possibility, both on his account and your 
own, as whatever be the event, with which we are 
not concerned, such a trial would afford the most 
delightful reflection to your own mind. And sup- 
pose the worst, that it does not succeed to your 
wish ; in a world liable to such hourly vicissitudes, 
the best actions must meet with frequent disap- 
pcjintments, in theii' immediate effects : but happily 

theif 
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their principle is secured beyond the reach of 
human events, and their consequeuce§ are eter- 
nal. 

Why will you not allow me to indulge the de- 
lightful hope of your return to England next winter, 
when Mr. Vesey seems to continue so fixed in his 
design? At least I hope you will say nothing to 
oppose it. You say it cannot be: but without as- 
signing any reason, which makes me hope that 
your despondency is an effect of the present dis- 
order of your spirits. 

I can easily imagine what you must have felt 
the day you was at Richmond. But comfort your- 
self in the hope that your friend enjoys a fairer 
Paradise then any which her imaginatign, even 
assisted by your s, could enable her to form, in a 
climate where winter rifles every tree, and withers 
every flower, and where even the fairest summers 
are exposed to sudden blasts. 

In spite of your dreams I have not, I thank 
God, been in any distress. I shall be happy to 
hear that the distress of your own spirits is re- 
moved, which raised the unpleasant phantoms. 
The solitary life I have led since I came here will 
soon grow more social, as I expect a friend from 
town to pass some time with me, to-morrow : and 
on Tuesday I hope Miss Sharpe will convey her- 

VOL. IV. N seljj 
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self and Montagu to toe, I have becri very fortu- 
nate in getting a house for her, nearer to my own 
than your s is in Clarges-street 

My kind love to Mrs. Hatidcock. I cannot help 
feeling as if she would rather wish, after having 
well crammed the peacocks and sparrows at Lucan 
during the whole summer, to return to her friends 
in Englaild, and regale them with coffee and 
plumb cakes in the winter. Indeed, indeed, my 
heart will most anxiously long for you both: I 
have the happiness to find by every Letter from 
Mrs. Montagu, that she continues quite well 
Adieu my dear friend, do pray write to me as 
often as you can, and always give me an account 
of your situation, which I think you must believe 
to be the most interesting subject you cah write ori, 
to, 8cci 
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LETTER CVI. 

Deal, July i4^, mi. 

Though I am but this moment risen 
iroiii my pillow, and fit for nothing but to return 
to it again, I cannot be quiet, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
with the thoughts of your leaving England without 
receiving my wiShels of a pleadant and prosperous 
journey and voyage. With what different feelings 
should I form these wishes if you were setting oiit 
from Ireland! Biit I will not give up the hopes 
of your return next winter : though ala^ you give 
ine bat very little reason to cherish it. 

Miss Sharpe is well, arid desires her Idve to ybu 
iand JVfrs. Handcock. If you cannot find room for 
the parrot, it may be serit to Bloomsbiiry-squar^, 
Vith a direction to the servant who is there, to 
send it to South Lodge. I hope your stoxiety' 
about Mrs. Handcock ife merely the effects of your 
low spirits : as t have often seen you express thfe 
lame solicitude last tvintef, when i&he appeared to 
to me, upon the whole, in better health than foV 
many preceding ones. ' 

I was very glad to see by the j:)apers that the 
Irish Sca$ are to be so well guarded. Be so good 
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as to remember me kindly to Mr. Vesey, who I 
hope will keep firm to his purpose for next winter. 
Adieu, my dear friend. God defend you from all 
dangers, and restore you to us safely again at the 
promised time. I know you will give me as early 
information as you can of your being safe landed. 
My head is so bad I can add no more, than Heaven 
preserve you. 
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LETTER CVII. 

• r 

Deal, Aug. 30, 1777- 

Alas, my dear friend, how different is 
the feeling with which I now take up my pen, from 
that \if the last delightful years ! I could then 
address yoii at the distance of a few turnpike miles, 
and even that distance was lessened by the gay 
hope of being soon situated within a few doors of 
each other! Now *' mountains rise, and oceans 
roll between" us, iiad I any determinate expecta- 
,tion of your return on which to fix my mind, all 
these intermediate objects would vanish into air. 

But 
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But at present they stand full in my way, and my 
imagination painfully stretches itself to discern you 
at an immense lontananza : and all the pleasures 
%vhich I so lately enjoyed in a nearer view, fade 
away into thin ineffectual wishes. Yet the hours 
which we spent together are not cancelled, or 
shuffled away amongst the rubbish of mere common 
every day life. Sui'ely the pleasure of disinterested 
affection, and its noblest effect, the wish and en- 
deavour of mutual improven^ent, are too congenial 
with the soul to be obliterated, like the idle amuse- 
ments to which it has no natural relation. 

Indeed I believe that very much of the solicitude 
wh'ch we feel for those we love, might be avoided 
if we would divest ourselves of the idle prejudice 
that the ideas of others are to be determined by 
the same standard as our own. After all, except-* 
ing the sine qud non of a gdpd conscience, and an 
exemption from the real calamities of life, that 
i^trange odd thing which in 4 world like this we call 
happiness, entirely depends upon the temper and 
the imagination of every individual: and as **'the 
heart knows its own bitterness," so, " a stranger 
does not intermeddle with its joys," Upon jthis 
principle I comfort myself that the way of life, 
which would harass and perplex my aching head, 
and indolent disposition, with perpetual agitation 
jind careS; serves only to keep some of my friends 

ia 



in good humour and good spirits. These reflec- 
tions flowed from my pen, as I was thinking of the 
marriage of one pf my friends in this place, and 
as $uch you have thfem, in some respects they may 
serve for you and me ; every situation has its duties, 
ite charms, its sorrows, and disquietude, ^nd the 
well regulated mind will bend in humble gratitude 
for the blessini^s : and receive the crosses as a due 
chastisement of the impatience we are too' apt tq 
shew, when the world does not go exactly as we 
like. 

I read the account of your accident a few days 
ago in the papers : and though there was at the 
same time an assurance that no mischief, God be 
thanked^ followed from it, I w^as heartily glad to 
receive a confirmation of it from yourself. I am 
very glad Mrs. Handcoqk bore hei' journey so well, 
my love to h^r^ and my grateful thanks for all her 
kindnesses. I long at this minute to ask her a 
question; but it cannot be; wafted across St. George'^ 
channel ; do not weary yourself with conjecturing 
^hat it may be, for it is npt concferqing you, bu^ 
something entirely between her and me. 

Miss Sharpe will feel much gratified by your %md 
remembrance of her, she is somewhere on the road 
between Exetei* and Bristol. She wrote me ^ 
charming description of Stourheaid, I beg niy 
kind compliments to Mr. Vesey : they will he stil\ 

kinder 
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Pider jf you can give me any encouragement to 
hope that he continues his resolution of your re^ 
fuming to us soon after Christmas : but, alas, it is 
impossible you could he persuaded of this without 
^ving me the happiness of naming it. Adieu, my 
fjear frjenc^, God bless and preserve yoy/ Will 
you write to me soon ? 



LETTER CVIIL 

Deal, Orf.2, 1777. 

» > • • - 

|5y thijs time, my dear Mrs. Vesey, I 
hope you have recovered the ill effects of your im- 
prudence, and are enjoying the reward of it, by 
the contemplation of some beautiful picture vhich 
it has left in your memory : for I will not believe 
you would run such a hazard fpr any common obr 
ject. If the sun danced on the Liffy, and gilded 
the groves of Lucan in some new and singular 
manner, X can conceive your temptation and pity 
your, frailty, ,, while I applaud Mrs. Handcock's 
virtue., You would have,l?e.en worthy to share the 
pleasure which Miss Sharpe and I felt the other 
^ay in one of our airings. A long shady lane, 

wb^cb 



vhich led we knew not whither, conveyed us at the 
end of it tp a little country church, with a spire 
steeple, and a set of cottages intermixed with trees, 
which formed quite a poetical landscape : and was 
the more pleasing from the surprize, and from 
the contrast to an open unpeopled country through 
which we had passed just before. We wander 
q, great deal over this charming 'country, which 
she finds delightful. At some times we sit on 
the shore, or in my airy little room, where we 
watch all the colouring of the clouds, and the effect 
of their reflection on the sea, which form a variety 
both of the sublime and beautiful, which, except 
tp those who live within the constant view of it, 
ngiu^t be absolutely inconceivable. When the dark 
m mths of the closing year shut up our theatre, I 
hope we shall enjoy the society of our assembled 
friends in London. I need not say how much and 
how truly my heart grieves that my friends in Bolton- 
row will not be of the number, I could not help 
' feeling the blow, by which you defeated all my 
hopes on that head, though you had before taught 
me to expect it. But I am persuaded your reasons 
are unanswerable ; and ardently as I wish for your 
society, I could not enjoy it, a^ the expence of 
your acting in any way inconsistent with your dir- 
ties. So I will console myself for the los? pf your 
conversation, by the reflection that you are acting 
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as you ought ; a reflection that will be felt beycMici' 
the period of present enjoyments. May you and 
Mrs. Ilandcok enjoj^your solitary winter at Lucan, 
i« tranquillity and cheerfulness 1 Indeed I should 
think it would prove greatly preferable to the hurry 
of mixed company, in which the heart can take so 
little share ; for surely of all the teizing exercises 
to the spirit, there are few so wearying as that of 
inere mechanical uninteresting talking; unless in- 
deed you consider it in the saipe light as a friend of 
mine did, who said, ** she looked upon it as a 
wholesome kind of mortification, and oppo;^ition to 
the bent of her own mind." It is very fit that ia 
the 'commerce of the world there s^iguld happen 
some occasions of exercising the benevolence w^hich 
is due to good kind of people, whose general merit 
may entitle tjieni to great regards, though their 
train de vie, and their amusements, are ever sq 
disagreeable to one's own particular tast?. 

I am enchanted with the situation of your dfe%- 
§ing roqm, and your iporal application of the objects 
with which it is furnished, will render it a better 
school of virtue, than the hermit's hour-glass and 
bones, pver which he sits dreaming over the end of 
life, while you are endeavouring to discipline the 
passions, and conquer the temptations of the in- 
termediate passage : which is the proper exercise of 
^ social and accountable being. I believe that 

therp 
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there is not the Iea$t reason to suspect tfaa^ a later 
sudden and very (Jisastrous accident was any thing 
besides an accident. At least I have never heard. 
any such suspicion : and all the accounts of it are 
so consistent, and the circumstances so unvaried, 
ks crive not the shadow of re^on to suppose it vo-^ 
.luntary. 

Every body seems very impatient for importatit 
news from j^merica; for my own part, I have so 
Irttle ho|^ of any good to the public by such a 
quarrel, that I chiefly Tyish intelligence for the sake 
i>f the poor people wt^o are anxious for theh" fiiends. 
Oh that they were all safe ii^ England ! I felt for 
the Mi&s Clerkes *, when I read in the papers, that 
General Burgoyne was going to storm a place. It 
is terrible tp be kept in sqspence about the event, 
till anoither express can cross the Atlantic. But 
perhaps they arc like Mrs. Fiddmg, wise enough 
never to look into a newspa|>er. liliss Gierke sets 
out on Tuesday with Miss Shai^pe for a tour of 
some weeks ; I wish I could shew you two beau^* 
tifiil drawings she took for mo on the spot, of Ivy-. 
fridge and Glastonbury Abbey. I have nothing, 
now to tell you of myself, my liead goes on as 

♦ Sisters to 5Jr Franpis Gierke, Bart, an officer in Gen. Bur* 
goyne*s army. He di<^ of his woujvb after thc| unfartunatj^ 

aflfair of Saratoga. 
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"ijsuil"; jetrid I am thankful to have no wor^ eyil, 
amidst the Various ills that " flesh is heir tol*^ 
Adieti, my dear frferid. God bless and preserve 
you. 



LETTER CIX, 

Dej^l, Oc^ 3®, 177?. 

Indeep, my dear l^rs. Vesey, I am not 
|i> such good society as you suppose me. I havBi 
!o$t my sister Pennington and family, and Dr. and 
Ijilrs. Douglas have just left my brothers ; so that 
at present my family is reduced to myself atid on^ 
^solitary damsel, the other being gone into Hamp- 
shire to visit her friends. On Saturday I hope to 
be a little more sociable, as my nephew Montagu, 
who spends most part of his time with me, is to 
return, aftv having been entered at Trinity Col- 
lege, Oxford. He will be a young student, for he 
is not yet 15 ; bu^ his brothers went to the Univer- 
sity as early, and, I thank God, with great credit 
to their friends and themselves. I think there are 
great advantages in their going so young. 
^ Sudi 
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Such a day and night as the last wiH sweep away 
much of the autumnal beauty of the country, Wq 
ha^Jl here a violent tempest of wind and rain all last 
night, and it continues blowing very hard still, so 
that even I cannot put toy nose out of doors. 
Perhaps though I should venture (even at the risque 
of having my cap and bonnet blown to the Good' 
wins, notwithstanding the largest pins I can find ta 
fasten them) as I love tiie elements, if the storm 
did not make such fearful work with n^y poor ach-r 
inghead. 

Air, M. Robinson's death was a great loss to the 
family, ^nd our friend felt it ver^ severely, though, 
tl^^nk God, h^iP health h^s not suffered' materially 
by it. Hh second son * is happjly provide for, 
fqr Mrs. Montagu is as fond of him ^s if he wai? 
he^ own son. The eldest f will in all appea^*ance 
be heir to the family title and estate. 

Surely these strong south-west winds will blow u^. 
some news froin America. I imye no very good 
public hopes, but one wishes heartily that private 
families may receive some account of their friends. 
My affectionate love to Mrs. Handcock, My head 
will allow of no more. Adieu ! 

^ Now Mr. Montagu. + No\v Lord Kokeby. 
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LETTER ex. 

Deal, Dec 4, ir??. ! 

It did indeed give me all the pleasure 
you could wish or suppose, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
to receive a Letter from you in such a style of 
cheerful tranquillity and comfortable hopes. IVfy 
heart must and will feel your absence with many a 
tender regret this winter ; but it would be iiiuch 
less supportable if I had not the happiness to con- 
sider it as a consequence of your acting in a manner 
conformable to your obligations. On this solid 
rock we may stand and look forward with unalloyed 
pleasure to the prospect of our next meeting, when 
I trust we shall enjoy our delightful parties with a 
spirit unclouded by any of those uneasy reflections 
which must cast a gloom over the brightest sunshine 
of life, whenever inclination is preferred to duty. 
En attendant the more active pleasure of our social 
hours, may the best and most important reflections 
tranquillize your mind, and the happiest recollec- 
tions of friendship soothe your heart, and the 
brightest visions of ^poetical imagination vary and 
enliven your solitude, and give spirit as well as 

sentiment 
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lentiment tb your t6te-a-tetes with dear MrSv Iland- 
isock. 

Yoii charge me with sending you oui* storms, but 
I hope that which we felt here Idst Saturday even- 
iig has not travelled to yoii. I do not recollect 
ever to have beheld such litrhteriini!;, or to have 
heard such a burst of thunder, ^vliich, to complete 
the temjiest, w^as succeeded by a hurricane: As at 
the time there was nobody in the hdiise but mysdf 
and my maids, and as we are not in a street, I did 
hot know then into what a consternation the town 
was thrown, but from all accounts there never wh>j 
so general an aldrm ; and indeed it has been the 
subject of convei'sation ever since, God be thankee^, 
ho mischief was done, which is a great mercy, con- 
sidering the danger. A gentleman of the nary> 
who drank tea with us yesterday, tdld me thai 
ihbugh he had been in thunder and lightening under 
the line, he never knew any so violent as this ; and 
a sailor belonging to one of the ships in the Downs 
told Mrs. Douglas, that he had never in any part 
of the world met with any at all like it, and added, 
that he every minute expected the ship would have 
been set on fire ; so from all these testimonies both 
by sea arid land there is great reason for us to b€^ 
thankful that in such a region of flame nobody was 
'litirt. Indeed the weather is still tempestuous, arid 

last 
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iii^ night IVIiss Sharjpe and I wished much for 5^c^ 
in my liule airy abode, round which all the cle^ 
ments play with the most unintemipted liberty^ it 
standing quite open dli three sides, with a very wide 
^pace in front, wliere there b liot any thing to stiel* 
ter it; You would have enjoyed the sdkmn con- 
cert, to which by a cheerful fire we Ibtened with 
flo mikh rapture. The whistling wind, the beating 
irain, and dashing waveS; fuUy convinced us thafc 
winter, that has been so long delajred, was come ; 
for November has been ^ded by the snriiles of 
May. 

Tha*e has scarcely been a day in wiuch the air* 
trigs we hare taken did not furnish us with some 
beautiful vieit's. I wish you could have acoom^ 
panied us; I think you would be pleased with this 
country. ' It has one advantage beyond any I ever 
Recollect to have seen, the charming variety of the 
ground and the intersection of the hills ; somejimei^ 
Opening a view of tiiie sea, sometimes to a shaded 
village, arid sometimes a solitary cottage, which 
seems retired to an infinite distance from the rest of 
the habitable woHd. Miss Sharpd desires me to 
tell you, with her love, that she is in hopes of pur- 
't^hasing the Ctock-house and little farm, at Mill- 
hill, and shall want you extremely to assist her in 
its improvemetits, arid to make good the reality of 
ffie rivcTi which at present HeS undiscovered by 

• vulgar 
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VuTga/p^6satc eyes. I heartily n-feh she may 'get 
thrs place, which she seems $6 anxious aboirt. "She 
has a natural aversion to pomp, and fincrjr,- and 
giandeur, and consequently loves simplicity, com- 
fort, and the ornaments of poetical hnaginattons j 
so I tiiink such a place as she describes this to h6 
trill exactly suit her. 

I hope Mrs. Handcock keeps tolerably free froin- 
meumati&m ; to be entirely free from it cannot be- 
Boped either for her or* roe, or any body else of 
^hom it has once taken possession. 

Dispatches are at last arrived from General Howe* 
I am persuaded he has done as much as could be 
clone; but tome there appears to be nothing decisive^ 
nothing likely to produce the only event that will be 
of real advantage — a peace. It makes one shud- 
der to think of the .blood so unprofitably shed in 
this fatal quarrel, and one's spirits sink at the dis- 
tress of the unhappy mourners, who by these en- 
gagements are deprived of their dearest friends. 
But what can touch the hard insensibility of suchy 
as living amidit all the comforts of ease and tran- 
quillity, expose such numbers of brave men to 
hfirdships, pain, and death. You know I am na 
ettcomiast of the Americans, but I look upon the ' 
iiitir with as much horror as any of the most violepjt 
01^ that side the question can do, and indeed as all : 
mus£ do who allow themselves to feel like humaa 

creatures 
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i^edtor^s and think like Christians. I see a lietlf 
t^oant Morgan ampi;]^ the killed, and am much 
afr^dd it/is Mrs. Dunbar's nephew. There is no 
officisd acc^i^t given of General Burgoyne's miser* 
nble army; but by two ships arrived this week in 
the f Downs frp|(^ Qi;^ebec it is affirmed, that the re^ 
fioiain^ of it i^ave capitulated, on the condition of 
iiever again; l^eaapg arms against the Americans. 
Adieu, my 4^^ feiend. My affectionate love, ta 
Mrs. Haadci^k. rGod bless and preserve ypii 

faOthv 1 ; ' ^ r , 
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LETTER CXI. 



, ~ beaj, /tfjt. 24, ITTit 

Manv thanks to you, my dear Mr^i 
esey, for your very kind and affectionate Letter* 
As I know you will wish to hear immediately from 
thyself, I c^n lio longer forbear slssuring you of the 
constant and tender remembrance which in every 
situation you possess in my heart Very deeply^ 
have I felt the sad revoliitioa jii my family, but, I 
vol. ir, O thfink 



thaiik Crot^ nny •fiMnniMs^re'stgi^d ;v fetif 'Chei'fe Is '4fiff 
a-kinti of stupior Oh thyspirks,- #liicll -I^tkilt Will 
ihtStrie Vemove. - Yoii 'XviU ^ftksiy- 'gaes^'what Ki'* 
fatMP^ *0 UnKed I must liave 9H«ered Jfti*>Hijf' pdbP 
fefftfaed friends. I lisve^'ftife •cbii^H'frto feea*-, tltefc 
tny -sistfei* ' Peittfntigtort *"'fttM -ftfei? ^ ftHnfl/ 6*e «eoIk 
tflehded; P likv-ehbt Ifel jeihtJ\ein,--'l)u!6 ^Wis -fkflfr 
fte first" tWtfi- riij^ Wottfei^t; ivM iilftiiiffed- *'1fh •»* 
fierfecl a=¥*5ghatt©fe t6^' the will ^®tA a& I cKmbot 
«8iibt^i^HF^l4 fe\Vai^e(!»Jwkh4 piij^^SMlS^^bfe Vie- 
gree of support and consolation. Never did-I sefe 
a mofe unvaried and perfect affection and tender- 
ness in any connection- than in that which is dis 
solved by thfe cruel stroke, which has deprived himr 
of hi^ dearest happiness on earth ; but iir the trea- 
sures of divine goodness there are innumerable bles-* 
sings always' in' steF6, Afheir eirery hu*nan prospect 
' is dark and forlorn. 

There arises a strong present ConsoTation to us 
itfffi'6n\'reBectih2:'on the blameless conduct and 
unblemished lives of those friends who are re- 
WO'ved''fronV'us. t)arin^ the sixteen years that 
iSeaV Hitter ^Caftel'^\^s in tli*e fariiily sluV^nfever gate 
%e'"^hadW -of "aiv imkmd xx^ dis pl^ttsitfg. adtiba^tnr' 






V '^*3Vhb tod la«t liter •etfetsonj® Off ^ft^rth^^pompldtaon^l 

- \ Whe h<iid just sustained the. afflicti ji^ loss pf^ a most amig-' 
blo ana udovcd wno. 

^* ' ' "- expression 
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txfiTefsloA to afly one, of th^mi bttjt jws{3f.;.p^^$?D^ 
t^f ,tbe ^stepqd ^n4 ai^^ctioa of us alM^ tbjEiJ^i^b^j^ 
degree. My poor nephew's charaq^r koj^ fit ^j.^n^ { 
«ukI at college wad irrepi:oacbabie^ ^ivd hi$ piu[i^ts> 
ejQdidst their grief for this their eldest hqp^ ^\x^ 
Reflect with joy on the effects of that ^dwflti^h of 
Iheir ,childr€|n Ip which they May6 : ^tepc|^ wHk 
gMch exemplary care. JPoth Riy sister §ni /Wjf 
uept)^w had the blessing of diap^r)4lig. fit>9a, ^ 
>i'Qrlfi by the ^a$iest pa^s^g^), without 0. . stv^i)^ 
aud without a groan, and aeeipned jtaX^^r 1K> faU 
asleep ths^n to die. They haveil^t us .^i-th Joyful 
jhopes . of their happiness, ami - we suffgr jQply for 
ourselves. , j 

I d^d not design tp have j^ttliargedi.ori ithis .sujbjedt^ 
put it is $0 near my heart that. I bay^ boieal iniseii^ 
Sibly ,led on. Do nqt imagine, jqiy djstr jfeiertdj tbtft 
with ail rny feeling of ^hat J havg loisl;, .1 jini iiascsb^ 
^b^etothe iqiiumerable fgidundesetved^ blessings 
wbic^} I am still petin^ttjed to ^njoy; for sidrichl 
hope J feel the nlp^t lUvely gratitude^ Amoengst 
jthenoi I must include Mke Shai'pe^ VHhdse Jdnddess 
ias been of inexpressibly ^iiomfart to me. JShfi ihad 
left ,Deal,^boiUt a w^ek be^re this suddea change^ 
ibut as soon as slie heard of jt she comre :back9 and 
stayed with me tijl she brought paeio towui Sfa£J 
Ms ever since watdied py^r mo with. all the qCM^ 
and attention which a parent could expect. fcom .the 

6 S! most 



ihbsfaffifecfiotiate child: she takes me an airing 
eVeryilayj^ trhich has been of great use both tb m^ 
IfealtW arid- spirits. 

'■■ ' Hi^;' Montagu is upon the whole in very tolef- 
^rable spirits, and looks well in health. IMrs. Dun- 
bar is lov<?ly as usual. Miss Cooprer is not yet come 
i6 town ■ arid I ffear hy the accounts I hear of her 
that^hft hfts not derived much be^nefit from Tun* 
4)ridg6%' '^'- Rlrs- "Boolie remains there all the winter. 
M^,n3^*ef*iyfrienfd3ar^ absent this year: I am 
'i«Ve i ri(^cl not say how particitlarly 1 regret you 
-And 4ear Lady Dartrey. Very melancholy is her 
Iwtilatfeti arid that of her Lord. I suppose yon 
know they are gone fi'om Bristol to Southampton. 
There seisms' hardly the smallest hope of Mr. 
-Dati^i^onV recovery. Arid the poor Miss Clerkes I 
48£t» slit^ hkve shared your pity. May God comfort 
•ill Who mourn, and in his own good time restore 
seheerfulnt^^ to ^heir hearts. Adieu ! My love 
Jandm©stitfte€tipnate thanks to dear Mrs. Hand- 
book for th»: kind concern she has felt for me. 
(Would ta -<i^od you were both in Bolton-row, thdugh 
J ifliemld have little but tnelanchbly subjects to talk 
of; but alas, that happiness is deferred for a yeai". 
Let mc not be again disappointed. Amongst all 
the troubles that fare- abroad, may the Almighty 
ieep you both free from etils of every kind. Onee 
naoreadi^u ! 

* LETTER 
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"•• .' '■ ' Clargcs-Titieet, J/a/T*23,- ifr^.'*''-' 

yoti Tart); ply dear Mrs.^Veseyj Jer your^^^ffbtiti* 
-<)ria:te Letter, and kind solicitudeabout me a'dd'^y 
frierids. I thank God my mind is very composed, 
■and iny^sf)^i:ritsm^kb^ietle^ than they w6re, thdu^ 
they Mant a certain degree gfcheerf&infess> whieti 
'I trd^tH\iIlYGturn, and festorfe thisfct viv^aoity^ of dflP- 
jbyment which I am accustbnfed to feel,^'M-tJit)6fe 
'vfery many blessings for which ' I hftve, 'durihg^^tiic 
'course of a long life, been indebted* ta^he-^livinfe 
goodness. Whdt you say, I ' have ^fVeri^ielt.to be 
true, that if the tirap-doorxvias notconstan^I5^^|>eIi- 
-i^ beneath our feet we shoiHd- grow tod strofe^ 
^ attached to the world,7 of iwhich the Very soenoi^ 
6flters^ such inexhaustible pfeasure-to 4Be im^irA- 
tibn, tliat^e should hie very liable to forget 'bur'd^- 
tmatidn for higher inftproveai6nt», if the- divirte . 
• wisdom and goodness had nM provided a -conrfec- 
tion of our levity, and art assistancte to oiif d«ty, 'ki 
the-aflfeelionS ofthe heiat, which inust take i^filge 
:\n a futiire and perniaacnt state of being for a se- 
cure 
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care possession of those enjdym^ts in which it h 
so tenderly interested, aivl in which it can form sa 
slight a depei\dence amidst tho hourly dangers of a^ 
fleeting and varying exisMience. 

Miss Sharpe always deskes to bo most kindly 
remeftibered to you airf Mrs, Handcock. She has 
nearly finished her purchase at MiU-hill. We 
ap^n% ^ piorning, there on Saturday in walking 
0v^l^J,^e^' territory, and I think you would be ^ 
lighjQ^ witJh her little farip. We wished veiy m^^h 
for you there whUe we w^re planning inpprovemeii^ts. 
iThe house which ^ is to inhabit wants . so much 
repMi* that she thinks it inost advi9e;able 4q build a 
ne^^ one > add withput understanding any thing of 
ihfi mattefy we ar$ amusing our^lves with nia^cjpg 
didsigos^ whioh probably' no dealer in bri^k and 
Dpiic»rtarMwiU be able to execute^ I believe^ how* 
ever, that you will compi^ehend our meaning j^ so 
when we can put it into any kind of forcp upon 
pap^ we will send you the scheme^ and w^ i}atter 
oura^lves that its being ^ production of oujr original 
genius^ arfd unlike aay other mausio^ that, ^er 
witfi inhabited, it will raise |is very high in ycrur 
eitii^ation i and 1 1]:4^ you will allow that it eqi^als 
your invi^tiOD of a coffee-pot, to wbich^ with all 
Its easential aidvaats^es of a beautiful fornp, Mf^. 
H^d^o^ wm\ fiitreaMBabl^ oli^ected, because the 

lid 




64 *would not .open to put in. the x:ofFea^ J^oj .tlie^ 
•spout afiswer to pour it out *, , , 

Miss, Coopisr savs. sr^e lij much uetter, aad. T 
think upon the whole her health 'is' mcnded/'but it, 
i3:$tiU in-aini&erajble state.V I nee biif little of hen* 
AS gb!S is selaom visible, \wxri her want of ""sTeepr 
till I SQ out to talwe the air. which is almost every 
4aY, I near *be talks of. very soqn .returnins^tb" 
T^nbriacre, rn'ob^lv the sooner as she fhink'sMai^s- 
den ha^ be^ri of great service to h^r. ^irs. MonP 
tagu's ,bqalth si^ems stronger this wipter tHan it , has 
1^9(311 ;f9r ji^a^y y^earsp^^^st^^^^^ lately been so 

^irejy^t^^;up with .^thpj gne folt^ and .the |ne 
thiBfl§,,o|' tbi^ npther >vprld, that ,w'on(^er£ul to' ^^^y. 
1 Imw^ ^^eijt her but once in. ten days, AH your 
jQtber frieucU here are well. 

Jt 13 pot P9§sibje ifor me to send you any jpollti- 

^1 jaJeJUg^nce, for wbajtjs ajffi^;me(^ at ,one hour is 

. ^pQtr^ictied tljiQ, next j^^^ 

French declaration of the Anicrican treaty every 

Jbj^dy lppki^4 ^^^ ?^^ great consternation^ as |f riqbpdy 

.ji^ l^a4^^n^; fea^oii to knoi^y it fer; S9ine Hye^l^^ 

• This bMil<iiuff scheme was iipver put in cxccutiQns and- 
iunlcss the Editors fecoTloctJon fails liim. the nrandonl^ liXb 
Sire. Vese/s cSfee pot, ' woiijj^ hav8 ' Been 'inor^ fot^'ornin^iit 
Ihaal^sek It woidd ha^ IkIb):!^ l|«]9ki<ltfti) fdtbicniropf'ffii^ 

^n^ foiaiijui^iptip^s^ hft4 HOt been e,<j^Jilly at|enj^cj Jo. ^ ^ 

beforo^ 



befoip. The alarnt at present 5eems mn^h Quieted^ 
nfid we leem to be pretty miiph io^^e. $fux)e slate aa. 
.f I'r^nch oflScer desQribpd Jiis cpuntrymen in the 
las^ war— - Nqus sqmmes ^cras^ noua ?ommes 
^bijaa^z, et nous, allpas 4 J*opera.*' — A great Outcry 
again&t the mit^isters. But they preserve their majo- 
rity in the house and ?tjck fast to the\r places. — • 
The lo&f of the colonies will probably ^QCC^^ioii 

••■V ■ 4 -' "''''. ■ ' ■ • ' 

great distress^and coriwlsions^for the present. In 
the next age perhaps the nation may* be the happier^ 
for being j^'ici of fheoj. ,They inay beV useful and 
comfortable allies, though , they, axe get to a matu^ 
rity that woijld prevent their ever being again tra?^ 
table sybjects. There may be in states as well as 
in regard to individuali a proper seaspn for emanci- 
pation; and perhaps^ all parent countries yio}i\A iLct 
with the wisest policy^ whenever that period arrives,^ 
to submit to it with a good grace, and to setur^^ 
the affection and friendship pf those; w.hom theyr 
can no longer controul. 

Lord Dartrey I thinlf Ipoks rather better than he^^ 
0idi when he first cam^ to town, and hears hi$ afflic- 
tion with the resignation of a Christian, though he.. 
feels ^t veify deeply, J)ear lady Partrey is not 
well, hut the fatigue welt anxiety she has, ^{Iw- * 
'gone, and her fi^resent oonat^nt ^ertion to keepmp 
Xo.r4 Dartrey s spirits, must have a great effecton . , 
n constitution . delicatp like he^'|. l^ ^e J . h^pe 
'^*"\" \^.'^ * '^"''' ^ ' ' .^ " aU 



:oiT-ti^l jCiarty' ^eV' ^roagfi lall trials; adSslietffll 
Cdmt onf the brigbtfet ^ therri. Lady C/ Findf » 
femily'is'aU wd). ^ Lad^ J/ Pfe iJiscovcrs ^^itiai-' 
ing fortitude,^ and one see^ no alteration^ cstiier 'iff 
her lo6k or behaviour, though I fear her fortlirife 
must be very much interested in the present con^ 
fusion. Miss Sharf)e desires I will say she "wSiild' 
jiave answeredyour Letter, but has been some da}^ 
ponfined with a l;)ad cold, which renders her unable 
Ito write. We had a very pleasani dinner party 
thef e on Wednesday, and I am going to another 
this evening, in which I ikish you could join us, 
l)ecau$e I am sure you would be pleased. May 
we enjoy many of them together next Avinten 

I rejoice to hear that 'Mrs. -Haiidcock is so niiitjli' 
belter. Tell her to take care of lierself for m;^ 
sake, hot to mention ydur's, ''v^^liose very lilfe seeiiii 
bound tip in hers. I hope you ' are ' rejoicing over 
the first blossoms of jpring (surelj' hothihg iii na- 
ture Jb itaore' dclightful.3 I hope to rejoice over'tlie 
falling leaves of autiittin, which I trust Hi ill bririg' 
you to dear England. IndeecJ, with all the hope, 
one ought '16 iiidulge in a'\VQrl(J Tike this, I loot 
forward to next winter, whichyou have eiicoufaged 

within my ,'* 
^each the deat friends with ^hom I have spent sb^ 
piany h^ppy hpuiirs. God grant that' they may be ^ 

renewecl: 



ment to t»^ aU;aa:iTi|^ ^gb^W 9ur hopea of tbalt, 
finalr^He^tiiig which ,g^ %r ^ipiutwrev-sfparatipp ! 

■--' -"-'^ • ' ■''. r'i I.'-- ■ ;^?J^^ /'. ■:. v . •, i»;* j > ., 
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i.-j-y .:;:.-» ^'ilr:/ J : •,.-. ■ ' ';.-... : ' ■ •*; -. ,; ' 
• '<!• :j*?:oc. *;•^J(i hut jj d ;rj:1jj f.v, ^ ;^ ; • . • . -.^ 

• ...» V » , • • • ^ I . - . i 14.. ,1 1 y ; if 1 1 > « - / 

hurry of packjwg, .and fere^vel^ 
^ve reserved tjipe. ^^nou^^ rpy dj?pr Mp. Vesey^ 
to thank you for your ^<:>^^ y^^^^ I should b^yg 
^ctfie before, if I hadr not yainly flc^ttere^ ,l3pyse;lf i^ 
wou^d hav;e: been^ succeedpd ^y ^ Letter. ^ , Tl|^ 
Letter is not ag^ved : ^ut p^yh^ you k.^ep it ,19 
enliven, nie byjthe sc^ side,^ tqwardp^ ^^'J^^^ I bopp 
to 3et outto-paorrow-.^^^iss Sh^irp^ fv^^^^^^r^ u^ual 
kindniess will qonyey .me, aijd, J bqpe ,^yiU at^y long 
enough to try . whjetl>e;j ,^^ .t)^thing wjll pf>\J^^^ Q^ 
use to her health, which |])if^Sk^b(5e^i,:Yery.ui>coj;pf^i> 
able of late. ,i ^ut she,;n^an& tfx riejiup; ^q. MiJl-^hfH 
and a^rr^ge her Ji0j)j>ffto^|j4od,^'l3pu ;%^^ is. set- 
,. tied 



0ed to iier gat^mfadtion, sh^ piuposes retamidg^tdt 
Peaiifor the H^ajor pat( cif the year. 

liknOw liot what tq say ;tp you siil^out --jMiblie 
ti£bin^. We. dream of w^rs and inyasionB : but if 
does liot b^^eak. our sleep. In privato life people ar^ 
l^uffiiciently awake tio tun and fly frornxme ^sblon* 
fible. folly to another till tbey drcip into rdia. I Iklb 
realli;^ shtrckingito i^ear almofit evevy daj^ pf ttoescf- 
plosioQ of some ^eat fortune or others H^py are 
tlikOfie^t and vary tb'atikful ought tbty tsi be, wl&oxb 
|HriQciples of duty;! . ^d tmm\ iificcfioinj, . confine 
^bintfae safe bofjndary of. r^onable and ntuodd- 
prette ple^ure^/.aiid -prevent frosp rimiiang wildi anid 
Josing^.the, pa,tb oi^llOjwable tod wtl eiyoyi^Rt, 
%A11 that begins in v^m^y ixmfA dootaer or Ux^t, end 
in mxatim of spirit*. 

Yoti have I am perenaded felt a Vatiety <>f emo- 
tions on heariiHg of.tfa^ : death of Lotd Chatbi^wi, 
)lnd the ^honors decreed tp bis Knemory^ both by 
|hose who did, 9^ by those wh^ did not Mrish lor 
bis liking the bifete> Mitch might be i^id om the 
subject qf this ^xtraordimiry ph&enomenon in the 
moml and political world. His worst enemies must, 
I think, allow that there were some particulars in 
hjs conduct of public affairs, which unhappily for 
this nation, do not exist in every minister. He 
was superior to all the dirty corruption of election 
jobbing ; he ^(te^dec) with unremitting diligence to 

,the 
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the business of Hs^poi^ : and be t6ok care thmii 

those whom he :^pployed should atfceod to tlick^ai 

iikewiseir+-Huti;I am by bo means* equal to the; tiisk 

t)f draivingi a charactep, . in some mstanccs sou&a 

ccmmoxdj great/ ^and lu otliers. so v ul^arly little, l > 

; Misi$ Shai'pc.joiris me in .love to you and. Mrs. 

Hatidcock: oi^ phectse- ourselves very muiph in the 

'px^$pidctU3fiJ^tir:aiS8il^ance in planning tlie hibase 

^MilHiill) aEd:sapplyingsiichi4eas as wei^never 

Lbefore ,0ehdd|*ed>^isiblato niottal eyes in axompo*- 

sitktn^f b4?i<$tt-atfd diOLtar. Adieii ! my dear &iGttiA, 

Godigt'atttAis a^lmppy meeting nextwinta*, wben 

-I hofie to ^«ijoy> yoor society ^better, than tl^e da- 

pregsijon of -Bd^ Spirits ti^ould have allowed toe duiv 

qng the test^ My heart sinks at the thought of iny 

first return to a place where, some months ago, I 

wr^ engaged ki sudi a scene of sorrow* But all 

wiii grow better. I trust I shall feel with dite 

thankfulness the innumerable blessings *I am still 

permitted to enjoy. Pray write to me soon, Ml 

shall need it Remember me Sindljr to Mr. VfeseJ^. 

AH- your friends here ane' w^tt. '- The Isiccou^tsf frOAi 

Mrs. Montagu '^re as ^ood as I could wish. On^ 

4nore adieuj . , ^ ' \ 
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t)cal, fiine S/ijfii. 
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^ Our two Letters I l3elieve, my ^ear'Mlrg. 
Vesey, met each other on the road : and it is 
pleasant to think that perhaps that at the siame in- 
stant tliey conveyed to us our aftectfonsfte fernetii- 
ibrarice of each other, 1 have been about t^n days 
settled in my little quiet abode, and very thdnkfut 
I aih for such an habitdtiph : I had the happifi'ess 
j^ou kindly wished me of finding all my' friends, f 
thank God, very well. Amidst all the gratitude 
which I owe, and which I can never sufficiently 
pay to heaven, for the greater number' that 'still 
survive, 1 feel'much dejection at missing tho^6wlid 
once used to welcome my return, and now Wel- 
come it no more ! But they, I trust, are at peace ; 
and this thought would give me unabated comfort, 
iC the same arguments that convince the under- 
standing, and awe the mind to resignatibn, could 
subdue the fond affections of the heart, which re^ 
tains its weak regrets, 

8ul J>ercljc troppo isentc, k po^o Ctedtf. 
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Yet perhaps the evil would be tvorse, if the objects 
of our tenderness could be replaced, and new en- 
gagements make us entirely forget those that are 
suspended by the stroke of death. The world 
would then hold us in everlasting chains, and we 
shoiUd lojie one powerful motive for looking for-* 
ward to the prospect of a better, A cloud at pre-* 
sent ,hangs over every ,enjoya?eat by the rpelancholy 
recollection of the sad evils of last winter. I can^ 
not avoid feeling the >5:eight of those hour^ which 
I used to pass with the dear friend whom I have 
lost. I hope I am very far from repining, nor do 
I wish her hack again. But the heart cannot easily 
recover 3uch a heavy stroke, nor would it be goo4 
^r us that it should, JEvery infliction of Provi-* 
den^e in this world, is graciously designed to 
wimate.Qur .endeavours for that .where sorrpw shall 
Ke po ,i^ore. But this qf lick painful sense of what 
I toftve lost, will I trust soon wear off. In the 
meiin time let me conifort myself in t|ie thought 
that the survivors a,re the only mourners : and thai 
the/3potlQ5s and gentle spii]its of , the friends who 
ore at present removed from their society, .are 
pP9Sgssed .of a degree of happiness infinitely su- 
perior; to all that the.fpndest affectiop of the family to 
whom they were so dear, could procure for theiri 
in a world like thi«. I could not mention this- 
subject here to any on© who would not i^e person-' 



nhy aflfected hyiit'^dtx arei€hily~8d\'by-the: ra'Ifec-* 
tion yoti bear nte, afjd therefore xM fctrgiMe 5ii|r 
eiilatgitig Oh it I dio Hiot often indulge these fedf 
Ings, because I €hink'% wroug; and L eodeartmTr 
to be cheerfah alU'^^ I tpost :come abotit-iiV 
time. ■'■•'•''■. ■■ -■-" "^^ ---- :-:';i'.', :' ?;]•'♦ -.f 
' B% i^irfts-^t prei^etittcto^^^^i^ disfioae^tofwifcr 
ing, pai^cktetiy felt, ' 4*feat at any tilnc -rwndd" imw 
giv^eri me pam,^ ^6tir kerning 1:0 . Tais^ it'f dfl«!bt\ «f 
y ou l^ tijitiAng to Eti^and. But I mill iiope It m^ 
only a ti'ansfettt cloud {jias^iAg ovier yOur own faaiadk 
l^tiblic affktri^ do ihde^d carty a threatenitig,^tp|>eatvr 
ance, 'but y^u "and I f^iiifenal^rnvhen the dangar 
Was' ds' great, or peifep6^-^'e«iter,;nviiesiKa rebel 
army%a^ Itt thewidist «f *ffeiditgdomi rand wa iot 
^tasicTi^taitmdeV^^^^e^ti^mlt?^^; r Tl^^ storm^: God 
be thanked, blew happily over, and the Baiaae grsK 
cioufe J^tiovideriee m^^v^rt the 'present 'inapendifig 

r 

caf amities. Our iifetttoitar 'p«) wditiona r igainijlf 
heay^n are- Very grfcat;^bat'tilbere 'are/ J^ trust, I'm 
the walks df '^ri^ftte lifey^so 3iiany 'wlib .procte^ 
on uiilfbrhily in^d ^our^e of duty, that the pBopdf- 
tion orie may - llWpe i&'nuach greater than thaitiwhie^ 
would onee haVfe-av^rt^d the stroke of divine^ ^w^ 
geance from a devoted city. ^ . • - 



* In ific rcbtlHon ©f '174^. 

Your 
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Tjour ttmgnifieent ideas of British ^ory i^ pulti^ 
I <3inilc, have been sor^wbftt lowered w^ith reg^d 
to a late transaction, if the distance h^d not con- 
cealed from you aU the wretched tricing and non-» 
sense which were so vislibte on a neater vi^w— »-But 
I will be as prudent and cautious as you are. But to 
tetom to a subject very near my heartf the hope of 
meeting you in town ne:^t winter. Let me entt^^t you^ 
my dear friend, not to counteract your own wishes, 
and those of yom* friends, as I imve sometimes 
known you do, by raising any doubts, and dif- 
*ficulties of your own : but let things go quietly on, 
iipon the supposition that yiiu are certainly to come 
conformable to the promis^^ unless any unavoid^ 
able reason should irendisr it impracticable : but do 
not let any such. reason be anticipated by your own 
forebodings* 
* £yery liberal mind in England must have &lt a 
Ifiost humiliflting sense of shame, at the treatment 
of out* sister kkigdom: and particularly after so 
^noble and generous a proceeding in tlie Irish par- 
Iftsunent. I congratulate you on the discovery and 
exertion of such spirit in your Senate: and you 
may-condole with me on the pitiful exclusive tem- 
per of ours. Something however I hope has at 
length been carried to your advantage : and as I 
hear Mr. B — -is pleased with what has been voted^ 

I hoj^ 
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at least as an .earsMt^ of sonaietbing. movft consider* 
alble, when we are more at leisure to reflect 9n tbe^ 
mutual advantages of a friendly communication 
of the benefits of commerce. Mr. B — behaved 
through the whole business with a spirit and i^adi- 
HC5S which does him great honouif. 

I know not ho%v I have been draiMi on into a 
kind of political L.etter, for I had rather talk poli- 
tics than write them. One wot'd more and I have 
done. Though you cannot think with more de- 
testation 'Wid horror than I do, of the folly of that 
taxation scheme, whether the right was well or ill 
founded^ which brought t on the fatal quarrel with 
the coloiiieS) I have by no nieaiis jftofib magnificetit 
ideas as you seem t^lbrmof the Americans. I 
only beg leaye to observe, that the highest instance 
of a noble spii:it wbieh has hem transmitteci to us 
across , the Atlantic has been the behaviour of 
General Gates "* : and Geneml-^Gates was born and 
bred at Gre^wich. - i 

My best, love to Mrs^ Handcock^ I have sent, 
yttu a long prosaic kind of Letter, but in whatever 
style I write I always equally feel the same aflfectiofli 

' * > • • 

* Perhaps alluding to his humanity to the sick and wounded, 
of General &urgoyne's army^ who w<re obliged to be left 
behind M hen he retreated to Saratoga ; or to )|i| conduct ia 
^1^ subsequent capitulation. 
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for .you. Write to tfie soon, pray do, and cheer 
my heart and spirits by the lK}pe3 of our mectinj, 
next year* 



^mm^ 



LETTER CXV. 

Deal, Sqit. 26, 177». 

* 

t coxGRATiTLATl: you, my dear friend, 
on so eajsily gettmg rid of an uncomfortable en- 
gagement. There is something marvellously strange 
in the indifference and sang froid of one of the' 
partifss, which perhaps however is to be accounted 
far, from the stupefaction of distemper. Whatever 
be the cause it looay save you from many an anxious 
hour. While one has any such share in the af- 
fection and confidence of those to whom one is 
related, as to be able in any degree to contribute 
^^ their happiness, or to assist th^r difficulties, 
tliere will be a thousand tender solicitudes, and a 
thousand arixious deliberations how to effect it. 
-But when once this possibility seems to be lost, the 
teaft should be at ease, and tlie attention dischargad 

from 
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from its cares: and nothing further remains t^an 
4he general good wishes of hyn^anity, and Ski^ 
solid and practical good offices of duty, wh^nevi^r 
there is any occasion which cal)s for thejr exiertign* 
Pray do not indulge such a strange fancy asf that { 
cannot read your writing; .youF Letters do and 
always must give me lanfeigned delist, they aji[)(^s^ 
/entertain, and interest me. 

As you so kindly and s.q generpysly acquiesce in 
the large demands made upon Mr.Ve^y by his 
fi^ily, I cannot suppose him less attentive to whafc 
will give you pleasure in return. If his fortune 
suffers by their drafts^ he will dqubtli^ss think j); 
more reasonable that they should find a diminution 
in future, than that you should be liable to any 
disagreeable restrictions for the present.— --Aiter all^ 
I am determined to believe tliat you wiU come, as 
long as I am not absolutely obliged to give up sr 
hope so dear to my heart. I give yOM joy of the 
hopes of an heir to your noble neighbayrs. Perhaps 
it is more reasonable to wish, than to hope that it 
.may be an addition to their happiness ; for perhaps 
it never happens that those who fancy themselves 
wretched, from a mere negation of something not 
naturally and absolutely essential to the comfort 
of life, were ever rendered happy by the acquisition 
of it. 
• i» fi You 
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You cannot think how ofteii Miss Sharp6 and I 
anticipate the deHghtful parties, in Bolton-row and 
Stanhope-Street Her house there is charming: 
$0 airy, so well lighted, and fitted up with such an 
elegant simplicity, as I think will please a taste so 
just as your's. I spont about ten days with her in 
August at Mill-hill, but was perversely sick one 
third of the short time 1 had allotted to pass there, 
1 believe neither you, nor perhaps any body else 
vi'ill agree with me, in thinking it rather a dull spot : 
but the prospect is so uniform, that to me it ap- 
peared tiresome. It is a green field, a hedge, and 
'^ row of trees, and then again a green field, a 
hedge, and a row of trees, and so on ad infinitum. 
Miss Sharpe feels this so sensibly, that whenever 
she is able to purchase any more land, she proposes 
to introduce a plough, which will diversify the 
* scene. Her notable neighbours will exclaim at 
such a diminution of profits: and yet perhaps 
might think it not at all strange, if she spent eyer 
so much upon the devices of Mr. Brown. 

We^ pursue our airings, and often wish for you 
to share with us in any favourite spot. Whether 
it is from the prejudice of early hnpressions, or 
from its own merit, I will not afiirm, but I soon 
'grow tired of ;every country but this. Our com 
fields are full of life and activity ; and from th« 

fiift 
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first springing green, to the last stubble, afford an 
inexhaustible variety of colouring: and the same- 
ness of form is prevented, by the mixture of wooded 
villages, and intersecting hills, and, from time to 
time, by that ever varying, and ever beautiful 
object the sea. We made an excursion last week 
from our own environs, to Lord Holland's place 
in the Isle of Thanet, where he bqilt s^ house close 
by the sea, and scattered artificial ruins and anti- 
quities over the surrounding green hills. His family 
have converted the place into a real ruin with 
regard to themselves, and it is now the property of 
his steward. Poor Lord Holland ! 

For Banquo's issue have I fiVd my mind j 
jfut rancour in the vessel of i^y pe^q^ 
Only for thqm { 

I can estsily comprehend all that an imagination 
and a heart like your's must have felt on revisiting 
the scenes where they received their first impres- 
sions. Yet you have the unoommon advantage of 
finding nothing tp regret but a change of objects,, 
while the powers which give them animation remaia 
unimpaired. Your imagination paints with as vivid 
a colouring, and your heart beats with as quick a 
pulse, and with as warni a glow, in the autumn, 
U$ \x\ the spring of life. I am so happy as in thi?^ 
: respect 
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respect to re^mhle you^ so far as my Capacity 
e3(teads : and I believe we l^otb etijoy thU unusual 
{li iviiege in some degree frOm our having past the 
vigour qf life fr^ from the bustles, and perturba* 
tions, an4 competitions of the world ; whii^h I 
b^lieye are much more destructive to the delicate 
and refined pleasures of the imagination, and the 
tenderness of the afiections, than the ravages of 
age. Where there is no such bodily decay as to 
obstruct the organs of sensation, which God ba 
thanked is not our case, I do not see why the 
it^lQcent pictures arising from a view of the scenery 
of a world se exquisitely beautiful, may not be 
enjoyed with as high a spirit of delight and gratitude 
e^t fourscore as at five and twenty. 

My sister Pennington and family, have been with 
ipe these three weeks, they leave me to-morrow ; 
and desire to be most kindly ren^embered to you ; 
and I believe my youngest brother's familj', at least 
son^e of them, will soon succeed tliem. My 
brother Carter has since the beginning of July 
travelled oyer all the United Provinces, has been 

• 

to Spa, Pyrmont, Hanover, the JJans Towns, and 
(Copenhagen, and when we last heard was on his 
road \o Stockholm. I hope he is now on his return 
to England, for I long much to see him again. If 
his understanding was not as rapid as his journey, 
pne would think he could have ipade but few obser- 
vations : 
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vatiODS : but 8udx ir his sense and quickness, ih^t 
he takes a greater scope of intelligence in a day/ 
than most people do in a week *. This tour seems 
to have amused his curiosity : but bis heart I fear 
is but little relieved. My love to Mrs. Handcock, 
I have writ till I cannot see. Heaven preserve 
youy my dear friend. I beg to be kindly remem* 
bered to Mr. Vesey. 
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l^ETTER CXVI. 

Peal, Od. SI, 1778, 

What is become of you, my dear Mrs, 
Vesey? I had a Letter from you dated September 
the 27tb, in which you forbid me to s^end you an 
answer, wiA flattered me with the hope that long 

* At tbis momeat, Ali^rpU ^808, in his 85th year» the 
powers of his mind are as strongs his umlerstandipg as quick* 
bis judgment as sound, his love of study and desire of know- 
ledge as great, and his bodily bcalth alinost as good as when 
jMtsi Carter wrote this Letter^ 

before 



befor/etiib I should hmre recoivjed ntt mcc&imt lef 
ypur being landed. It is very uncomfortable: to 
lue to /consider you as absolutely out of the way of 
intelligence. I know not where to direct an enquiry 
after you from yourself, and nobody else gives me 
lu^y information. In hopes that you may perhaps 
by the way of the moon be travelling towards 
Bolton Row, I forward this that it may find you at 
your arrival, requesting you to send me a line to 
assure me you are safe after all this blustering 
weather, for I have been very uneasy about you, 
tlie sea having been outrageous ; liere we have had 
quite a tempest of wind and rain. This afternoon 
is perfectly calm and delightfully pleasant, so it is 
to be hoped the bustle is quite over ; but I long to 
hear you have not in any way suffered by it. 

I wish I could transport you at this moment to 
partake the beautiful scene which I am enjoying 
from my window. Over one part of the sea is a 
dark clcHid, illuminated by a double rainbow : and 
on the other, the setting sun is shining on the sails 
of the ships. You I am sure, who love natiire 
in all her beautiful variety, would be charmed 
with such an entertainment, and feel it with ^due 
delight 

I hope to hear th^t you baYC quite recoyere;d 
that tranquillity and *. heerf ulness of spirits, which 
I grieve to tlunk wer^ lo ipuch §hopk by visiting ^ 

place 



place ifrindi strudc jOQ^iA^iich* nielaneholy t^6I« 
lections. 1 agi'ee with joui that such reflections 
have an importEint us^ and are soofietimes necessary 
to withdraw the dependance even of the wise and 
good, from the weak supports of mortality, and to 
remind them that there is only one object in the 
universe, on whom the hopes of happiness can be 
securely placed. To most people indeed, I believe, 
the conviction of the impossibility of a secure 
possession of their enjoyments, is the only circum- 
stance capable of weakening the attachment to a 
state, which, with all its real or imaginary incon- 
veniencies, has, except in some few cases, such a 
superior proportion of pleasure to pain. You do 
not seem, by the manner in which you express 
yourself, as if you would agree with this opinion : 
and yet if you were fairly to consider the whole of 
your situation, and honestly to consult your own 
heart, it would convince you that you f€e\ many 
more reasons for an attachment to this life, than 
merely the horror of the dreadful passage into the 
other. That all of us have sufficient reason to 
tremble at the thought of that awful period, on' a 
comparison of our conduct with the rule of our 
duty, is too certain: yet that all but the wilfully 
guilty, and impenitent, on a comparison of their 
imperfection, with the* declarations of divine mercy, 
have reason for humble (Confidence and hope, is, 
God be thajik^d ! eqfutilly certain. 

Adieu, 



i 



HIS 

«Bd affectionate wish for jour safe arrival. . I bope 
Boon to receive an account that you are within my 
Teadi. 



LETTER CXVIL 

Deal, Nw. 12, IfJS. 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my d^ar 
Mrs. Yesey, for the delightful information of youip 
being safely arrived in Bolton Row. liow I love 
you for quitting, without regret, the pomp and 
lAa^ifioehce of a chateau, and accommodating 
yourself so cordially to your dear little dressing- 
room, th^ unostentatious receptacle of liberal society 
imd endearing fiiendship. Indeed I most pierfecdy 
agree with you in a total want of teste for whatev^ 
at is in the ^ower of expence to give within doors, 
except dieerfulness and pleasure. Magnificente 
and show have no conneiion with the feelings of the 
heart, or the real comforta of private life. They 
ai'e proper appendages c^ state ceremony, and 
public office, to which they help to procure that 

external 
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fractory ctomd m orden ^ I am tn^^lf & great iHend 
to ^ mtemmm used an public ocea^ionsi forlr 
fear much of the respect that is shown, even to th# 
most solemn, is owing, in a great degree, to the 
parade that accotnpanies it. 

I have just been sipping my solitary coffee, and 
anticipating, with the utmost pleasure, the time 
when 1 hope to drink it seated in that very chair 
which you so kindly allot me, receiving it from 
dear Mrs. Handcock. I am glad to hear the sisters 
are gone to Sunning Hill. The quiet of that place 
will, for the present, 1 should suppose, with the 
uninterrupted society of Mrs. Pitt, be the best 
remedy for dear Mrs. Dunbar's spirits. I hope 
you will see Miss Sharpe before she sets out for 
t)eal ; I expect her next week ; she is by no means 
well, and I am very uneasy about her. 

I can indeed easily imagine what a striking awful 
effect you must have experienced from the solemn 
melancholy vehicle which you met on your way. 
We both indeed have reason to reflect how soon 
we must travel the same dark road *• May the 

* Mrs. Vesey's gloom here seems to have infected her frietid ; 
iQf. Mrs. Carter always considered and spoke of death, witii 
|io ncCercnce to its terrors, not as the cessation, but the change 
of existence ; not as the loss of life, but a necessary entrance 
into It. 

' '. ' ; ■■ thought 
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thought quicken our diligence to secure a happy 
meeting in the bright regions beyond it! And re- 
member there is only one guide whose instructions 
ean enable us. 

De sue lasinghe a liberar la vita, 
De suoi spaventi a disarmar la morte, 

The Doctor and Mrs. Pennington present their 
kind remembrance to you, and rejoice to hear you 
are safe in England. She has, poor soul, just got 
rid, by being here, of one of the uncomfortable 
effects of Tunstal air, a most outrageous as;ue in 
her face. It would be a good thing if Dr. 
Priestley was appointed purifier general of the air 
throughout this kingdom, for which I believe he 
has a much better talent, than for writing treatises 
of divinity. 

•r A privateer yesterday brought into the Doiii'ns a 
French East Indiaman, said to be a very rich prize. 
This is the fourth that has been taken. One cannot 
help feeling for the distresses of private fortunes, 
even in a nation of our enemies.^ But the safQ 
arrival of all our own trading fleets, is a subject of 
unmitigated joy and thankfulness. I suppose you 
will soon be made happy by seeing Mrs. Montagu 
in town. She writes a very comfortable account of 
herself, since she left Tun bridge. 

Adieu^ 
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f Adieu, my dear friend. Pray make as many of 
your formal visits, and dispatch as many of your 
right things as ever you can before I come to town. 
My kind love to Mrs. Handcock. God bless 
you both. 



'"^"^"f 



LETTER CXVIII. 

Deal, June 20, 1779. 

As well as an aching head will allow me, 
I will thank you, my dear Mrs. Vesey, for your 
Letter, and indeed it was very kind of you to giv« 
me the great pleasure of hearing from you so sooii. 
Indeed, after being so long accustomed to the hap- 
piness of conversing with you every day; I con^ 
stantly wish for the only continuation of it that I 
.can enjoy at such a distance. I am not naturally 
^n inciter of rebellion, but I must beg you will not 
regard Mr, Vesey when he advises you to take leave 
of pen and ink. Your Letters are always delightjfiil 
to me. They would be so as a testimony of thte 
affection of your heart, if they were destitute of 

that 
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that power of eptortitlnment) which they retain in 
the highest 4egre^> whater^ir stmnge whims yoq 
may form U> th« ^mtmry. 

Vou gave me great ssitiMfytction by yDur aecoimt 
of the manner in which your, servants received th$ 
Uttle token of my gratitude to them. Indeed their 
l>ehaviour to me has always been not only civil, but 
kind; and every expression of the honest good 
will of people, who have not learnt the arts of 
polite dissimulation, is very pleasing to one's heart 
For my own part, I am very much of the mind of 
a Lady, at wbpm I have pften hear^ Mr. Dunbar 
laugh for saying, ** she loved her fellow creatures/' 
You ask me bow I go on : I live very solitary and 
very silent; and see scarcely any thing more than 
Ihe prospect from my o^wn M^dows, for the weather 
iiM been so cold and uniavi^ng, that I have very 
aeldooi been tempted out, even by Miss Sharpe, 
to take an airing, and much less either to walk or 
ait bytke sea side. Next week, however, I design 
41^ exert myself, and get some exerci&e at least, 
vrbctber it be attended with pleasure or not. 
: I mM$ soiry to find you were still in an undeter- 
imned state. I know not well what to wish either 
fw yoia or myself, who am tenderly interested in 
y;<Jtur desrinatiou. { rejoice, however, to find that 
llse alarm about Ireland was a mere panic without 
ipufidation. I see by the papers that a Spanish war 

•is 
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is unavoidable. If we werb fitirly rid of tiie fatal 
Ameiican businessj my fears of the French and 
Spaniards would be muda relieved. They have had 
no pFovoeation for their treatment of as, and I 
should* hope for the same proi^deatial interpositiiMi 
in our favour which %ve have so often experimced* 
But America seems to be the mill-stooe that ssukft 
us. Oh that we were free from all connexioa 
with it 

Mhs Sharpe leaves me to-monK>W| but I hope 
she will soon return ; I shall miss her afiectionate 
attentions very mucl^. We drank tea yesterday 
with sweet Lady Lothian, who is not by any means 
so well as all who know her would wish her. We 
returned home beneath a sky the most awfully 
sublime that can be imagined. The deep gloom of 
the clouds was rendered the more dismal h^ a 
mixture of sullen light. The rapid whirlwind^ the 
rolling thunder, the rattling hail, and all the dread* 
ful'enginery of heaven, seemed collecting its forces^ 
to burst ill some tremendous explosion over our 
heads. J^iss Sharpe, witli all her passioti for the 
Miblime, which is very strong, was so overpowered 
by fhh t^rifying scenery, that she could oot bear 
to \o6k at it. I could not resist such a spectacle; 
but I wias heartily glad and thankful when the so* 
lemn apparatus (inded in nothing worse than a hollow 
chiUing wind and a heavy sho5ver, ^ . ^ 

'^^ I hear 
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1 heitt M excellebt good account of Mf. Vesey's 
looks, which I hope indicates that his health is inv 
proved ; voy best, wishes to him. I suppose, by a 
Letter which I received yesterday from Mrs. Mon- 
tagu, that you will see her soon. She is delight^ 
fully well. Pray give me the pleasure of hearing 
from you soon. Where is Miss Cooper? Adieu, 
riiy dear Mrs. Vcsey, my a6fectionate love to Mrs. 
Handcock. Will you be so good as to procure me 
a frank, and convey the enclosed to the Post, for 
our dear Mrs, Henry. 



LETTER CXIX. 



P«al, July 2^ 1779' 

It grieves me, my deaf friend, to find 
you are still in the same vf xatious uncertainty. But 
come : for half an hour fotget all your une^ii*>3ses, 
and let us sit togetlier by the soft splendor of this 
peaceful moon, and listen to the soothing murmurs 
of the ebbing waves, and turn our minds to th« 
tranquil scene around us. — For why should our jar- 
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firig(&6dgAs''rii4k^ tf ;d'isbdfd id' the kJfeoIrt^ df 
the liniv^tfee ?— IPtt, 'alas, hbW"^ooti 'Aiay tHtfl %cdU 
ant moon be bbscureil by clouds, and those 'calm 
waters riife^a'1)y a .^tempe^fe! But^%esfe 1^ 
Tary disturbances are necessary ^o the preservation'' 
of the natural world; and the little v^xatiofe; kitd[ 
perplexities of fife, may. be. equally salutary to "biir 
mpral system. Tney help to prevent oiiV jsbuls 
from stagoatiiig into a dull acquiisscence in' a world 
which has no objects equal to" the aim of our ihi- 
proveable natu^^e, or to the dignity of bur immb^- 
tal hopes. 

I am persu^iqed your imagination received an 
high eiitertainment from the account whic^ Lady 
Harris gave you of the hermits of Montserrat'. 
There is a very particular descpption of this astb? 
nishing situation in Mr. Thiclciiesse's travels. Dbe^ 
riot One grieve for the weakness and absurdity (if 
these poor people, who can suppose that a hviman 
creature can be more perfect and acceptable to the 
Siiprerae being, by perching in an eagle's nest, 
than by fulifiUing its duties on the earth to which it 
belongs ! Yet their piety, thougli mistaken, I trusts 
is sincere, and as 3uch its errors will be mercifully 

treated. 

. ' ' , ' ■ 

T am glad to find that our literary character is 

so high abroad. It is to be hoped, that foreigner^ 

are not so well acquainted with the wretched folly 
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af.<jur,,jpp]j|ica|^ traa^^c^tioBs ; o^v,|ffpt,/>yr oy^torsi 
oi aJI pe^rties w^re eOjg^igecl !: I re^jce Mis^ Buj^r. 

W's fame hs^s reached fUie continent. It must yi- 
deej:! extqiid to t\eryt^^t of .thg w^i^d jivhere i^he 
can ,be read. I dp not wonder you were Sttrucfc 
'lyith Mr^v Barbauld's Hyijius. . .They are all excel- 
lent but tl?ere are ^ ^onie passages amazingly sub* 
lime. AmoncTts these is the mamier in which ^he 
introduces our Saviour, after the description of the 
devastations of death, as the restorer of life ami 
immortality. . 

I am glad your fears are abated. The public* 
pfosjpects^ are incjeed very cloudy- But you and I 
have,' lived lone enough in the world to remember: 
when there was a rebellion m the heart of this kins- 
dpin^ and menaces and preparations of invasioi>. 
witliout. , It pleased God to deliver us from that 

«. . Vi -^ 1 ■ ^ - -' T 1 / — ..!.,..■-. . ...ill . . 

extreme dansfer, and let us trust in trie same pro- 
tection now. The French and Spaniards have bcr 
haved deceitfully and treacherously r ^iid our war 
with them is self-defcnee. Oh that the same could 
te pleaded, of that which ha^ helped t^o bring^ the 
present calamities on us ! . " , 

' This Letter has been beran these six days, since! 
^Vhcn the roiidiness of the wcathci' has so . disor- 
clered my head that 1 coqld not tinish it. In a to- 
ferable sheltered situation. I believe this weather 
^Aust be very delightful ; but in tliis open exposed 

to 'J > . 
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« 

f j&gioo wjEJ jBir0 so arftateji .by all. the. F^ids gf Jb«^ 
vejji, that wheneye^' I walk out I am 9blig?4 to^se? 
curi^ my hat and cap ill a yery powerful i^oanaer t^ 
avoid the a^vkward digjtress pf. having th€?m blo^O 
t© the Good^vin^ stands. But I c^c^ild forgive all 
tjiisr violence to my dress if th^ ten^peat VouJd but 
jsp.are my poor httle garden, which is^aljiiost .tpru 
up by the roots ; and, to the greats mortificat^ft pf 
my orderly spirits, the leaves and flower's are all 
scattered into rags and litter : this distresses me 
more than such a trifle ought, but you have no ide^ 
Bow T love my garden. ~ * 

I grieve to read your account of poor Miss 
Cooper. I have not heard from her since I left 
XtOndon ; but, 'pour soul ! '1 tan eai^ily believe thftt 
writing is a heavy task to such health as hers. Yqu 
bid fi(ie tell you exactly how I do. Indeed my head 
has been miserably Ijad ever since I came home. 
I, feared the constant pain might l»i;ing on a fever^ 
und h^^ye bejei^ . let ;blood, but caiiaot l^qa^t <if jpmqh 
amendment, es^cept that X feel less heat^ii^-,^^ t ^ 
heartily glad Mn Vesdy continues so ji^^elL^ SyTelX 
he will not now run the h^z^rd of fresh paijlf, or 
Ihie fatigues of parliamept in wiriten , If you h^ye 
heard any thii^g gf our po.orc^ar Mrs? A. jpiti,,d(Sj^ 
pr^y ^et m^ kxiw when ypu^ write ne^^t. : , 
. ^ I have just Ijieard, a^d my infpfmef ^ys it Vf 
from most undppbted aiithprity, that riiOte ar« 
'*; a 2 * 10,000 



icfjtOti mert encamped neiar Dunkirk, but no vc^ 
sfels' there except privateers, l nope dear MrK 
flandcock continues as well as when 1 left Londdn, 
ftnd riot afny the worse for the hot weather. My 
love tohfer. Adieuy my dearest Mrs. Vesey; and 
^Y^y do remenf^ber that I have answered yoqr'tet- 
ter an hundred weeks Sooner than you deserve after 
your lohg silencS." 
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- . ' Deal, -^.'^5, 17r^. ' 

... V 1 . . . . . . <. > i 

'You write to 'me^ my dear Mrs. Vesey; 
tit th6 entf of six or seven weeks, '' and Vou expect 
hie to write to you by the very next Pbsl— and your 
expectatioii shall not be disappointed. I cannot 
bear to think of your behig in siicti a despbndin* 
state/ without endeavduring to propose some com- 
fort; * By this time I hope you are convinced that 
it is merely an idea, that you have b^eri sw^attowSng 
Sown the ashes of Plymouth. God grant that 
j^otir predictions with regard to the rest of the king- 
•-- '^ - ^^ dom 
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fS^ni may be..cjgu8jllji: ^coundles^. Di> PfP^yfiSgd^Sk*, 
vp}ir4o arm ,yoifrs^£ again^,:tlus f^^ti^ d^pon* 
i^^cy. ^ray,, my dear iri^d,, is tb,o st^^ndari^ .q( 
Omjaipotence fixed on bo^vd th^ cOmbi/iedji^eL that 
yoii seem to be so very certs^in of -thw power to. 
ruin us? Has Providence given up the government q^ 
the universe, the command of the winds i^^d wavcsT 
and all the circumstances of time and ^chaQce. to 

■' ■ ' y ^ • - - . . , 

the French and Spaniardf* ? Till the$e points are 
proved, I do not see the infallibility of theif 
schemes to overthrow the whole systenx' of this king- 
dom, and red lice every buildiiig i» i^ to the,condi- 
tion of Netlej? Abbey. 

. Ha3 this nation no means of resi$t^|MPf3 Ijsft^, 
Have we no fleet, no army, no wealth^ Jt woi^d 
be absjurd and impious to place our reU^jgice. upo^ 
lAies^.^lpnei bi^twe ought to be sensibly and thanks 
ful that we have them, and to depend for their e^^ 
cacy on rtipa wl^o alope can^ve them success^ an^^ 
who can equally, prejierve Us witliout, tbi^ir help^ 
We are indeed a fofoUsh and an idle p^pple^ an4^ 

* What can be more consolatory than these questions, as 
applicable to the present times? The terror which prevails 
now«, we see has prevailed before. The dread.of the combined, 
iieet in the Channel was more rational as well as stronger thaa 
the fe^r of Buonaparte's army. God has preserved us from tho 
^Hie^ and we may humbly trust that he will not give us up to 
ti)e other* 



230 

Iti tco many Instances worse j yet ' ttiough tv e have? 
pO claim to the justice of God for om* preserv^-^' 
06tt, I ti^u^fwe ar§ not in gerteral so profligate ixik 
jibahdoned but that we may humbly dejiend on his 
jnercy. My dear friend, I beseech you to exert 
your good sfense and your piety to free you frohi the 
wretched despair into which you seem to me to be 
inking. I preach this doctrine to you, which T 
preach to myself, and God gepd we me^y both profit 
by it*. 

Do you Know amongst your acquaintance any 
^mall' sober family that wants a housekeeper, who 
ean be perfectly well recommended? or any lady 
who 'wafrtiV servant fit for herself or a cjiild ? Tlie 
person ih qaesrtion is about twenty-five or six years 
6f *^e; aridis in all respects the more valuable, as 
she mi^t Kve without going to service if she would 
fionriply wfth the condition of turning papist, in 
whicb ease her relations, who are of that religion, 
wbbW Support her in ease and plenty. The trait is 
so «Ldmira|(le in a young person of her age, that I 
^m well assured you will interest yourself for her. 

♦It gives the Editor great pleasure to av©w, that these are 
the very topics on which he has always.- insisted (in his profes- 
sional capacity) on the days appointed for public humiliation. 
It is not indeed surprizing that hfe should have imbibed many 
0i her opfnioiis, from his lonj; and ititimate intercourse with 
bisres[.pcted rdatipiu 
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l^rs. Montagu, who knows her very well, lia's^dJ^ 
sired I will mention her to all my friends^: we iifi 
very anxious to get her comfortably settled in s6ni% ^ 
good family, where her^ admirable principles wi& 
rrieetwith due re^^ard. 

Miss Sharpe is at Tunbridge. I have ^ent het 
your Letter, and had the virtue to send it unread* 
Many thanjcs for your charming picture of Netley 
Abbey. Adieu f^ God bless you, and support 
your spirits; on him rely firmly, and all your me- 
lancholy visions will fly far away, A few short 
years, and all will end for us ; but let us npt losfe 
tlie inestmiabl^ time thus alloAved us, in toticipat- 
ing evils that may never happen, but look up with 
confidence to Him who made us, and who will pity 
our infirmities, and in bis own good time take us 
to that abode where " sorrow shall be no more/' 



^ I ■ I ^ I ■■! II I ^1 I ■ w I ■ I I H I I I , , , m II II I ■III t * 0m 



LETTER CXXI» 

Deal, Sept. 30, 1779. 

Indeed, my dear Mrs. Vesey, the rea- 
son yon, give for not writing sooner might be very 
pj^op^r foif a commoni acquaintance, butsur&lywas 
V ^ unkind 
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ijnkincl to. a friend teaderly interested in wiiatcii^ 
^pncerns^ you, and who wished to know from youp- 
seif every circuits tan ce of your situation.. It 
grievQci me to hear of the alarm that you had suf- 
fered at Sandleford, and I feal the uncomfortable 
ptate in which you still continue. I guessed ;your 
difficulties before you mentioned tliem, and, bear-- 
tily wish I could as easily remove them, Ijt is very 
unpleasant to be censured \yhei^e one does not de- 
serve it, but very much less so than where one 
fdoqs *, sp )Jiat you must comfort yourself with th0 
^estiipony of your own nund. Indeed I do not 
see it is possible for you to take ftny part consist- 
ently e\th^Y ;with prudence or yoiij own ease j for 
vQiir spirits a^e such, that if ^ny niefisure wa^ pur- 
sued in consequence of yotir advice, and the event 
should ptoye uqbappy, you would be miserable, 
and fancy it was owing p your interposition. It 
seems to me that your only part at present is to he 
passive, Jo leave the whole aflfair to Mr. Yesey 
and Dr. Warren, and not fatigue your mind by 
anticipating any uiyust imputations which may be 
thrown on you if the point happens to he decided 
for your st^y in England, I should certainly 

* As usual, th^ Christian in direct oppositioc^ to the Hea« 
ihen philosophy ; 
^ L<miter, ex mktito q^kicquid pattiale, inmd«» eH- » - 

Strongly 
7 
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jUpoQ^y "mih Ib^ tlt}&-migbt be tiid deterrriitmdoo:; 
yet I wlp^ ywr hepprnfisasa-oiucb beyOmjLmy 
;own plpawtf^rin jioiH'.jsoeiefcj^ |ih«* if lit b ^^Jer all 
pit)nouoce4,<» be $a<€ fopftlr. y^fj^y itQ go, J wiH 
.not suffei- myself to regret your abs^ftoe, ai^ it ^eemii 
jtooie thjM; in your prevail situatkm your miad 
^OuW be mor^ fit ease in Irelw4 1 - 

.Do pr^ eadeawai- to compoad yoii? apirke, my 
dear friend, which I think you may^ .when, ^roo 
perfectly conviace yourself that you have ndtliing 
to do but to follow the path th^t ia chalked out for 
you, ihstcad of the perplexity 'of^tiiusJng It ^fer 
yourself. — ^With regai'd to Mr. Vesey's beahb, Uie 
task is more difficidt; but I hbpaiyc|u iiill endea- 
vour as fer as possible to confina yoar 'thoughts tb 
the present moment, and give up^the &ture^ oviek' 
.which I am . sure ; you are ;sedsible y©a ha Ve nb 
power, to that gracious Providence- which /I ttiJk, 
will support you under every event. 

Miss Sharpe Returned to this place last week, 
and I thank God her health is much better. In 
a walk we took the other day she was almost 
drowned and blown away. It was a beautiful 
morning, and we sallied forth, and were a mile 
from home, when the sky loured, and quite a storip 
of wmd and rain came on. It acts with particular 
force in this unsheltered country. She hoped to 

secure 
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secure "hersl^lJF by ftti umbt-ella, 'btit this Was'^btft 

of' Ktlle use against the driving wind and taiii, uiC- 

Ie89 ihe ^Quld have converted it,' like a Lapiland 

tfitch, into a «icve^ We wefreboth very Wet, bift 

by ^the precaution <^f changing ^ our clothes as sooli 

aSi^MCigot home, caught no cdd,' and to Miss 

Sharpe it is quite an adventure to talk of,' ileVer, I 

-believe, having been wet by a shower of ^^min-be^ 

foi^e. I aiQ g(HDg with her next week to MilUbil 

for about ten days, and we hope td get a yiait fcom 

]you ali there. Such a little excursion wiH biegood 

*ior Mr. Veaey^ I should think, and not be .ttip 

muchfatigue. ^ ^ — ^ r 

I pitied your disappoiatmeirt at findiag the 

^H)\eum idem of -a convent vanifihing before the 

baubles of a citizen's box | Adieu! My affect 

iionate love £uid best wishes toMr. Yesey and 

-M«5. Hahdcock. : ; ' ' 
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LETTER . CXXIL 

Deal, Oct: 22, 177$^ ' 
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Yotr would sooner have ' reeeived otif 
thanks, itoy dealrMrs. Vescy, tO; our kind fri*h^ 

« 

in Bblton^Row, for Oiir two delightfiirbreakfastej 
If tny uhtdward head had not taken ' advantage 6f 
these storms ta be extremely goodfor nothing 
almost every day since I; saw you. ♦ 

In the transport of our pleasurfc^ at gettittg a ri^ 
of yoii, Miss Sharpe and I forgot to bet*ery angt^, 
as in all reason we had a right to be, in a point in 
which we hold ourselves exceedingly aggrieved add 
injured. If you had been equally reisei^ved to othW 
people, the subject of complaint had been less ; 
but that you should have gone and writ a Pindaric 
Ode, an Ode in Pindar's most sublime and best 
manner; that you should have given the said Ode 

to ^ that -^ should have given it to ■ ■ ■ , 

and that ' ' ■' should have read it in an assembly- 
room, to the admiration of all who did understand 
it, and the astonishment and consternation of all 
who did not (you know this was the fate of Mr* 
^Fey's Bard)^ ajid that you, should never have 

mratioaed 
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mentioned a syllable of it to us, who understand 
Pindar as well at least as one half of the fine ladies 
and gentlemen do who were admitted to hear it, 
and certainly fove you nMlcE beftdr, not only than 
half, but than all of such an assembly, is such an 
un|>aralle]ed breach of friendship, that it would not 
be credited was it to be put into a note at the bot- 
tom ^ the said Ode, wt^n it- d^sceadf to fixture 
gg^. It will be prudent in ycpi to, pacify me by 
jsendiBg me a copy with; ^1 $pe$d f . if nqt^ I will 
J^y my h^t , ef^deavojurs to pfoci^rc it^.fiwnexv^re 
el^y ^d then ia niexe 6gite jwd reveog^ write a 
critique upon it in the truq^ Bentleiai^ stilOfr. If ^j^ 
f^P^^ showed itr to Mrs. Montagu she ha9 &i|;hfplly 
^ept your secnet, for I had nptjcny intelligence &o«]^ 
J)j&r, butjt ^aine fix)aai a pf^rp<;>n wbo.read itf 
i I tK>p6 Mn Vesey has p^reserved the g99»|d looks 
ii^ bad. the last time I saw him, and thftt the livir^ 
^ree from fhe bustle of a p^ar^iament wint^r^ in cheerr 
ful qomfprt an^ ^guiet society, will restore his 
jieailth. I long to k^ow the conclusion of the iio- 
@QciattQ!l about the house in Clarges-street,; even 
more tfc^n for ti>e copy of the Ode, as Jt interest^ 
s0tiiethJ5g jOf more consequence than my curiosity. 
^— Miss Sharpe joins, with me in love to yoi^ aijd 
ji^ar Mrs* Handcocki I am sure she haa i:€^o;if 
^:^ted against your Pi^dsuric i?hynes6. Dr. ^n4 

i\ Mrs. 
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i'lrk." PenftirtgiBil are wifti'^^'.me; ' and /^re ' miicff 

'.'• -^^or irv; t;o7 'r»d i ,L,.iV>;" ;• 'T ::; t.;;:i lov^; i;o'/ 
youfs. 

Oh thab tn6 whore world ,was ,as )quiet ! and trie 
dojsrs'bif V^^ ChatniiJ' ^lid^ muzzled fglr. ever ^^ti'id 
not you tell me Twas to meet' withiin Italian traii- 
siation of Antony s speech, m Mr. Sherlock s Let- 
fersr I have gone tlirough tncm, and have , met 
with' no such translation. / I thank m^ stars ;/ for if 
I haq/ I miislt have i:eacr it, because you gave me 
the book. Adieu, my deaj- friend. Pray write to 
me very soon, 



■> > 
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Deal, Oc^,29^ 17fQ..;r 



People are not, .usually Very eag^,^ X»y^ 
dear' Mrs. Vesey, to publish ai>ythiqg dfirc^^tQry 
to tfieir consequence, or painfuJ^ to tlieir he£^f t ; yoi^ 
may therefore rest Satisfied thatpo.oaei wiU heai; 
any thing from me, of wliat yoa wbIi' should be 
concealed ; whet^ier others to whom it was comma- 

nicated 
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Bii6a.ted may be' e()uaUy silent, I knpw not: buttf 
you ever find it mentioned^ I beg yoii will notifup- 
pose that the intelligence comes from mq. 1 cer-' 
tainly have no just cause erf complaint for, your not^ 
sho)wifig me any thing which ypu c^ose to conceal ; 
but I Cannot help feeling the reason you give for it 
very unl^ind. I had always supposed that the cha* 
racter in which you considered me, was that of oncj 
of the most affectionate of your friends, and never 
could have guessed that I was ever presented to 
your imagination under the figure of a wprdTcat* 
cheir. Some people perhaps might feel flattered by 
the compliment of being dreaded, as a foriliidable 
critic ; but I never yet felt any regard paid to my 
vanity an equivalent for the least suffering of my 
heart. — Do not imagine, my dear friend,"iliat I 
am at all angry, I only feel very much hurt. 

I am sorry to find the house in Clarges-'Street is 
still in suspencCi Yet I ; tfaiiik you are perfectly 
right not to urge the affair* Surely if it lets at 
ninety pound a year, and is to be sold for eight 
hundred,- the purchase would be much the best 
bargain. But perhaps I may judge wrong. I find 
you are anxious about the sailing of the fleet ; for 
my own parti think of it no more than if it were a 
nonentity. Every thing has proceeded In §uch a 
manner that I have scarcely any hopes or fears 

about 
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4ibput human means, but depend entif^ly and ^h^ 
solutely on a superior assistance. 

I hear we are to have thi9 Essex Militia quar- 
tered at DoveF md- Deal. --I- fear we shall find 
them but troublesome guests ; but it is better to 
be .troubled with pur own people, than with the 
Frenclu Though our own, to say ti'uth, are bad 
enough,, in ^^IL , reasop, ; There hav,e heen^nsad disor* 
4^^$ J h^fj^, lat% wi^ .the smugglers ; they hayi^ 
l^ll^d .p^p^e . ppor ^ustpm house officer^ an^ dange-j 
^5WP^y 6^1° Wded another. The villains , who di^. 
t];|i6,qi\^c|)i|^f are fled to France, where they n^Jr 
\^ very vnfefv^l to g^y^e pur epeniies all the ^elli-, 
g^^l oif our cp^^t in, their power. Sufj^Jy if peopl;^ 
4i^,b?rt jppn^djer wha^ .^'^^t of wicked wretcheg 
tbey eucpm::p§e-^,by']^ei dirty practice of deaUri^g ia 
gp^jjgledigppds, tfiey would make more consciqnce 

q^it^ih^theydo. :^ : v . ! ,. i -; r - : 
V -Mias Sh^rpe*s love ?itteiids ypu^^nd MfiS. Hjand- 
cpck \yith my own. I am glad to find Mr. Vesey. 
holds out iagainst the; drum for Volunteers*, My 
h^3t wishes for , the imprpvenjept which cheprful 
quiet seenjs,to, promise in his health. My bead is, 
cjjjite rebellipus apd ,wil] only allo^y me to add ho^ 
much I am» &c. : - . , . 

-• ^ • ■ '' . •• ■ • 
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• jc^ - 'You'' Would certainly, my^dear- Mrs. 
'^fescy, ' have recfeived^ my thanks for- your * kind!' 
tetter some days ago, but I have been: sucS'ii ^ooJr' 
wretch, i^'ith a slow fever hangfng about Tfie,tHiit' 
\tTiting was such a task as I am sure ybuf^iifffedi* 
onate heart would not have wished ' to irttpose on 
me. 1 feannot yet say much for mysielf, l)Ut FwiB' 
endeavour to scratch a few lines, 4f it b6 bniv to 
assure you, what I believe is however cjuite unne- 
cessary, that I retain' not the least itialice; kdS 
that y pur Letter has healed the hurt Hvhidl ^tn^ 
affection 1iad suMred from yc^Uir having ex^refesed 
• yt)urself in a manner which seemed to imply' "aL want' 
of^ confidence iii my friendship. ' * * 

I should pity you for being stifled 1il*'tdndoh 
this delightful weather, 'if 1 did not (it\ that every 
other opportunity of enjoying it' may bie render^ 
ineffectual by want of health. I long to range the 
fields and breathe the balmy air, and delight in the 
soft sunshine of these last fair autumnal days : but 
80 far from walking, I have beea s^bliged to let 

Misi» 
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Miss Sharpe take the air in her coach with« 
out me this morning. She has had a very bad 
cold, but it is I hope gomg off. Mrs. O'Keefie 
has a nervous fever. Poor soul, her health has 
been so miserably harassed by her past misfor- 
tunes *, that it is muqh to be feared it will never 
be sufficiently recovered to allow her to enjoy her 
present comforts, though she has all the specu* 
lative sense of them imaginable. 

I rejoice to find there is a fair prospect of yout 
getting the house in Clarges Street, as probably 
Mr. Vesey will be pleased with the change. For 
my own part I must always find any house agree- 
able which you inhabit ; yet I shall sometimes cast 
a look of regret and tender remembrance on the 
dear green and blue rooms in Bolton-row, where I 
have past so many happy hours of the truest social 
and affectionate friendship with dear Mrs. Hand- 
cock, and you. 

I hope you have by this time entirely recovered 
your epidemical cold. The weather at present I 
fear is too fine and pleasant to be wholesome. I 
have, not yet been able to bear a fire in my own 



* She was widow of a gentleman who was unfortunately 
killed by a clergyman, in self-defence^ at a hotel in London ; 
and at this time she was patronized by Miss iSharpe. 

VQL. IV. R room, 
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room, to which I retire de terns en terns to breathe 
its freshness, after being stifled in every other. 
Adieu ! my dearest Mrs. Vesey. I depend on your 
promise when you can refcover the Ode, which I 
will not without your consent read in an assembly 
room ; but indeed I muisfshew it to Miss Shai'pe, 
as it was from her I received ^11 my intelligencb 
about it. Have you heard any thing lately of 
Mrs. Henry ? I fear alas she is no better, or surely^ 
T^nowing the delight k would be to me to hear it^ 
she would have written. 



LETTER CXXV. 

Deal, JVor. 20, 1779. 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, for your charming Ode, which breathes all 
the spirit of that wild unfettered genius of poetry, 
that transports the imagination, and touches the 
heart with a power unattainable by scientific rules, 
and cold correctness. , Every affection vibrates with 
sympathetic harmony to notes which are tuned to 
the genuine feelings of the soul. Indeed I am 

quite 
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quite enchanted with this b^aaatifbl elegy, and long 
for the hour' of breakfast, to coirnnuniGate the 
pleasure of it to Miss Sharpfe *. * 

Alas ! iliy dear Mis. Vesey, what a world is thia ! 
Your heart, M^hich would I am sure naturally de- 
list in the applause of a friend, whom so many 
years' experience must have convinced you is no 
flatterer, is now cold and insensible to every tiling 
but the danger of your niece. God grant you may 
receive a better account of hen You do notiiame 
which of your nieces it is, pray mention it in your 
next, and I beg yoii will write as soon as y6u hear 
any comfortable new&; indeed any news at all, if 
good, thait I may rejoice with you, if not what you 
wish^ tliat I may sympathize in yowr sorrows. 

Miss Sharpe has kept me over the tea table be- 
yond all bounds of patience, and wiien I urged 
her to fcegin, snubbed me, and asked, how I sup- 
posed she could thiffk of her breakfast while she 
was regaling on your Ode. She desires mfe to tell 

* The *' Ode to Humanity,^ which was supposed from many 
circumstances to have been the Poem in question^ and was 
therefore added to the second volume of the first edition of 
these Letters, was afterwards found to have been written by 
Langhorne, and published among his works. In this edition 
it is omitted ; and the error was acknowledged as soon as dis- 
covered, in a Letter printed in the Supplement to the Gentle- 
man's Magazine for December 1S38. 

E 2 you 
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you with her love, that she bates you mortally, for 
your intention of concealing it from us. She 
thanks you however for your Letter, which she will 
answer as soon as she can. But indeed she is not 
well In truth we are both but poor ineffective ani- 
mals. My little girl ^ too has been taken ill with 
the rheumatism in her head, she hiets got well of 
that, and now has got a bad cold that is very heavy 
and uncomfortable. She is in my room, poor 
thing, trying to play with her brother, and they are 
calling me off every minute to attend to them, and 
I am too dutiful an aunt not to obey their sum- 
mons. I had a Letter last Post from Mrs. Henry, 
in which she gives me the same account she gave 
you. As the disorder is not cancerous I hope it 
may be removed. I rejoice to find she is freed 
from the apprehensions of so terrible a calamity. 
You will be pleased that Miss Sharpe and I agreed 
at being particularly struck with the same passages 
in your very charming poem. Love and best wishes 
to Mrs. Handcock and Mr. Vesey. Adieu ; my 
dear friend. God for ever bless you. 

* Her youngest niece and namesake, daughter of the Rev 
Henry Carter, who tiien lived with her. She afterwards mar« 
iried the Rev. William Palmer, and is dead, leaving four chil* 
ilretir 
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LETTER CXXVI. 

Deal, Dec. 5, 1779. 

Wht were you not with me, my dear 
Mrs. Vesey, when I longed for you to parjtake an 
entertainment, which I tliink you would have en- 
joyed with rapture. After all our late storms and 
deluges, this morning arose calm, and unclouded^ 
and I could not help stepping out to take a full sur* 
vey of it. The " Firmament glowed with living 
sapphires," and the soft splendour of a waning 
moon glimmered on the waves. I was at one mo- 
ment soothed by the solemn song of the owl, anA 
the gentle murmur of the peaceful tide : and at 
another I was enlivened by the cheerful crowing 
of the cock. AH this I enjoyed in the most per- 
fect solitude uninterrupted by any human appear- 
ance, or any human sound, but the glad voice of a 
distant sentinel, proclaiming that " All was well/* 
My mind was calm, my spirits elevated, and my 
heart glowed with all that delightful warmth of 
gratitude which is so naturally felt from an enjoy- 
ment so innocent, so unmixed. Very great reason 
indeed have I to be thankful at my age, to have 
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my imagination jujst as lively and capable of the 
most vivid impressions, as it was in the gaypst sea» 
son of youth. 

But it is high time for me to thank you for your 
very kind I^etter, and ypur intelligence of a world, 
vejry different from that which I have just been en^? 
joying I as different as the wisdom and goodne3S of 
God, fr6m the folly and wickedness of man. Yet 
it is a world through which wef must make pur way 
fts well as We can, and endeavour from an obserr 
yatioii of the miserable effects of the wrong con- 
duct of others, to correct and improve our owd. I 
could not help being shocked by the awful stroke 
{hat hurried poof Lord Lyttelton from such a dVead- 
ful state of impreparation, and I was much touched 
by your charitable and tender reflexions on it. Is 
there any truth in what the Papers report of what 
Lord Abingdon said about Lord Lyttelton ? Adieu ! 
tny dear friend, let me hear from you very soon. 
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Deal, Z)«c. IS, f779. 
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You were very good, my dear Mrs. Vesey^ 
in giving me . trac account of the illness of our deat 
friend, aid preventing any more alarming relatibii 
vjLoh 1 might receive of it. God be thanked, by a 
Letter which I received from herself this Post, she 
tells me she is ifiriely recovered, on which J con- 
gratulate you and myself. It is mudi losrs ilarmirig 
that tl \6 attack was of an epidemical kind, than if 
it had been her cons tit utiottal disorder ; but all at- 
tacks are bad for her at the beginning of a winter, 
which no persuasion nor even ill health can mak6 
her spend in a quiet way; nor if we consider the 
weakness of human nature is it much to lie won- 
dered at; courted, caressed, and admired as shq 
is in all circles, her brilliant wit, her enchanting 
conversation, makes her be sought by all ; and it is 
too much to expect she should resist siich tempta- 
tion, theretore we who love her, can only wish her 
better health to bear the the fatigue * 

' ^ Itis sufficiently obvious that this character b^lohgi ia 
Mrs. Montagu^ v 

We 
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We have recdved a very circumstantial and au- 
thentic account of Lord Lyttelton's dream * which 
you mentioa. Throiigh all the affectation of disre- 
garding it, it appeared plainly that it had made a 
8tix>ng impression on his mind, though not in such 
a way as seemed to be made for his benefit, or he 
would have made a different kind of preparation 
for the event Whether the prediction, and its con- 
sequence^ was or was not a mere coincidence, I do 
not pretend to decide. But to those who consider it 
as a warnmg, it must be a strong testimony of the 
truth of — " If they hear not Moses and the pro- 
phets, neither will they be persuaded, though one 
rose from the dead/' 

Miss Sharpe desires I will tell you with her love 
that she will never forgive you. I hope you will 
soon meet and fight out your quarrel, and then 
shake hands and be friends. I am very impatient 
to know what has been done for Ireland, and 
whether the proposals on this side of the water are 
likely to be accepted on the other. I am far from 
having any 'wish for the recovery of America ; but 
a breach ^^ ith Ireland in of much more important 
consequence as a national object, and very inter- 
estmg to me, who am so greatly obliged^ and so 

* The <lream which preceded the death of Thomas Lord 
LytieltoD, the circumstances of which are well kuewn. 

happy 
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happy in the friendship of so many amiable 
Irish. 

I should have thanked you sooner for your very 
kind Letter, but indeed my head has been griev- 
ously bad. Yesterday it was rather l)etter, but is 
beginning its usual tricks to day ; but I would not 
any longer defer writing, as it may probably betor 
morrow too bad to allow me to hold a pen. My 
love to dear Mrs. Handcock, I hope she is prepar- 
ing kindly to furnish her cannister with such tea as 
nobody can drink but her tasteless friend. Adieu^ 
my dear friend, God grant us all a happy meeting 
soon after Christmas. I hope Mn Vesey findl 
himself so much the better for a quiet life on thid 
side the water, that he does not regret the prescript 
tion of his physician : and if he is pleased I kno# 
you are happy, so I hope to meet you in good 
health and spirits. Heaven bless jou« 
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LETTER CXXI)C, 

Stourhead, May 26, 1780. 

Pfhuai^s^ my 4^r Mrs, Vesey^ yo« 
wn& b& glad to be^r how your friends proee^ in 
^idr IklljB exjCurtiQi% Y<i>u are so well acquainted 
witb tbe country tiu*€iugh wbieh we have passed, 
tbat you can receive bo iofonnation from me. As 
;Mis3 Sbarpe had acold^ which required sonie car^ 
m^ ataid two nights at Salisbury, which gave us 
time: to see Stonehenge. Never did. I pass moe 
iQiles o£ so duU a load as led to it When we catne 
%0l it, a (^loudy sky lowered over this grey monument 
of the barbarous wooship of our- British, ancestors^ 
and rendered the view more chiUing^aod gloomy 
than any thing you can conceive. It was impossible 
not to be strongly impressed with joy and gratitude 
in forming a comparison between this rude pile, 
the heavy labour of an uncultiviated people, and the 
beauties of Salisbury Cathedral, decorated by all 
the arts of polished life. The difference of their 
destination afforded a more important and awful 
subject. The one, dedicated to the dark and in- 
human demons of savage superstition, recalled the 
horrid ideas of wickfsr cages and flaming victims ; 

while 
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while the Christian Temple presented to the mind 
the delightful image of a sanctuary appropriated to 
the devotion inspired by the pure light and gentle 
spirit of true religfon *. 

We are now at Stourhead, and have been driv- 
ing all round the territory this morning, and are 
pQw wishing for faijr weather to walk in the gardens 
in the afternoon. To-morrow we hope to reach 
Bath, where we propose to spend Sunday, and 
^ope to reach my brother's in Berkshire on Tues-? 
iday. On the Tuesday following we propose to 
jhave the pleasure and happiness of dining with 
you. If aqy thing uneif pected prevents us, you 
fihall he^r from me again, otlierwise you may de- 
pend on us, as ^e do upon you, for' surely you 
»'ill not slip through our fingers, and fly to Ireland, 
to avoid being e2bt up by four hungry travellers* 
We all' join in affectionate love to youi^elf and 
Mrs. H^dcock, and kind remembrance to Mr, 
Vesey. Adieu, iny dear friend. 

t The editor had the pleasure anj advantage pf being one of 
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LETTER CXXX. 



Wit^nham *, June 3| VJW^ 

Intdced, my dear Mrs. Vesey, I never 
heard that Princess Deskaw, since her overturning 
the thi*one of an Emperor, was ever guilty of a 
worse thing than the injury she lately did to a 
private gentlewom^y by shortening your Letter. 
One might fill up a half sentence from a comnion 
correspondent, one of your every day writers ; but 
such fragments as your s can be finbhed only by 
yourself. A stone mason would make a wretched 
supply of the mutilation of an antique statue. I 
thank you for wishing me at tl^ Temple of Jupiter 
An^on ; but I have no ambition to end my jpurney- 
ings, in remaining a mummy in the plains of 
Lybia. 

We are extremely obliged to you for your kind 
invitation, and I particularly thank you for your 
proposals of sending for Dr. «id Mrs. Douglas^ as 

* The living on which Mr. Henry Carter resided, netr 
Wallingford, in Berkshire. 

it 
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it is the only chance I can have Qf seeing them. I 
rejoice ia. Lady Dartrey's good spirits, and in the 
cause of them. If four is a convenient hour for 
you, it will be perfectly so to us, and if you do not 
grow tired of us, we may continue the evening with 
you, unless you are engaged to plot revolutions and 
conspiracies with princesses. 

Miss Cooper dined with us at Bath. I think 
she looks better, and I hope is better, than she 
was last year. We had likewise a glimpse of Lady 
Spencer. Mr. and Mrs. Thrale we saw, and Eve- 
lina, who is with them, and has a very pleasing 
and prepossessing appearance. We went from 
Bath to Cirencester, through such a road as none 
of us wish to travel again. Surely of all dull 
countries, Gloucestershire is the very dullest** 
We were very glad to exchange it on Tuesday even- 
ing for this place, which is situated in the pleasant- 
est part of Berkshire. I climbed a high shady hill 
this morning, from whence I had a delightful view 
of the Isis, watering the meadows, and stealing 
through the trees, in a most changing valley below* 
It joins the Tame at a very short distance from my 

• It should be observed^ however, that Mrs. Carter saw no 
part of this btautifttl cotxnty, but th« Bath road on the edge 
of the Wolds. 

brother's 
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brother's house, ivhich is most pleasantly situated -'*• 
Dinner summons me, so T can only add, our kindest 
love and compliments to all our friends in Clarges- 
rtreet. Adieu, my dear friend, jusqu' au revcrir. 



LETTER €XXXL 

Deal, Junt 20, 1780. 

> ) 

Our dear Miss Sharpe informed you how 
very little capable I was of writings my dear Mrs- 
Vesey, for some time after my return. I am but 
just returning to my usual state, which is ease and 
health, compared with what I have lately felt. It 
is very wholesome for one's mind, I believe, de 
tems en terns to be awakened to a due sense of gra- 
titude for the blessing of even tolerable health, by 
intervals of extraordinary degrees of suffering. 

We left you in the midst of summer and delightful 
warm weather, but found winter and a November 
sky at this pla^e. The east wind grows more and more 
ill-natured as one draws near the sea shore : and 

* The deligktfol views from the Wittenham Hills are well 
known, and have been celebrated in ycrse as well as in prose. 
This is also classic ground, for the junction of the Tame with 
the Isis points out this place as the scene of the loves of Henry 
and Emma in Prior's '* Nutbrown Maid.'* 

we 
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we have had it in high sullra perfection ever inince 
I came home ; but ill bs I was, its frowns were 
but a trifling drawback to the pleasure I found at 
being again in my own quiet abode. 

You have been very hard-hearted in never giving 
us any account cither of yourself, or of the state of 
public ai£a,irs, in so v^ery critical a situation. The 
tumults * We find, by the information of the news- 
papers, are happily quieted ; but whether you are 
planning fairy cabdnets in Clarges-Slreet, or climb- 
ing the cti&a of I^nmanmaur, or crossing St. 
George's Channel, neither you nor any body else 
has given us the least intimation. My patience is 
at length exhausted, and I cdn no longer forbear 
making some enquiry after you. Do pray, my 
<lear Mrs. Vesey, let me know where you are, and 
whither you are going, for I cannot bear to be in 
such utter ignorance about you. 

I wish you had beto here, for we have had a 
spectacle that would .have charmed your im^ioa- 
tion and pained y^r heart. Capt. Pownal, Com- 
mander of the Apollo, was lately killed in an en- 
gageralent with a French frigate. His body was 
yesterday morning harought on shore, with eveiy 
circumstance of miliary hooourt The procession 

* The disgraceful ^ots in London at this tiiae, bat too well 
kiiowii.' 

of 
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' of the boats on a calm sea, formed a very strikii^ 
object The foremost, with a drooping pendant 
half low^ed, contained the coffin. It was fol- 
lowed by another, with the officers of the Apollo. 
In the third was the Admiral, with the flag, and 
three more followed with other attendants. The 
rowers were all in white with black caps, and the 
officers witli black crapes round their arm& A 
double row of soldiers stood on the beach, and 
through them the corpse was to pass. There is no 
describing to you the moment of their landing. 
The solemn intervals of the minute guns, the Ian* 
guid dashing of the oars, the melasK:holy murmur 
of the surge on shore, the pausing beat of tiie 
drum, and the mournful strains of the dead march, 
formed one of the most pathetic concerts I ever 
heard. 

What rendered this ceremony much the more 
affecting, was the very good character of Captain 
Pownal, who was extremely beloved. We -saw 
some of his officers in tears, and it is said to have 
been the case of his whole ship*s company. He 
has left an orphan daughter about sixteen. We 
have an assembly here, and yesterday was the 
proper day for it.. The officers both of sea and 
land sent to the master of the ceremonies to let 
him know that none of them could think of going 
on that day ; so it wa^ put off. — Such an instance 
"6 of 
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of feeling and decency is quite exemplary, in an 
age when they so seldom interfere with any scheme 
of diversion. The cotfin is lodged for the present 
at the Naval Office here, in a room hur^ round 
with ensigns for its reception, till orders are receiv^ 
from the family where it is to be interred* . 

So ileep the brave, who sink to iiest, 
With all their- Country's wishes blest \ 

C0LLINI|« 

Do pray write to me soon, for I am very anxious 
for some account of you and your intentions^ 
Adieu^ Heaven bless and keep you. 



■<■' } 
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LETTER CXXXIL 

r 

Deal, June24f IftCK 

Though you tell me, my dear friend^ 

* that Mf. Vesey has taken a resolution of going tP 

Irdand next week, there is something in your 

-letter that does not loo*^ as if you believed any 

^.' VQL. IV, S * wch 
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^uch i^esolution would take place.. It niay seem 
strange to tell you, but yet J wish it may.: . Eooto 
say truth, it is paiiifol Jpme in 9/i extrenae degree 
to think from week to week you are^goiffg.. ijW*htn 

-once you are fairly gone I shall feel ¥617 diffisrenDy^ 
and please myself with the hopes of your speedily 
coming back again. I do not indeed muchr like 
the distance when 

** Alps rise between us, and whole oceans roll/' 

•*• • • 

'But you have so often crossed that ocean, and 
'climbed those alps, to reach the friends who are 30 
impatient to see you, that on reflexion they dwindle 
to rivulets and hillocks : and after all, when I am 
on the Kentish coast, it is, for all purposes of con-< 
versing with you, just the same, whether you arc 
at Lucan or in Clarges-street All I hopte ii| if 
you go> you will not fail to hasten to us by the 
time winter evenings become social, and that I 
shall find you in Clarges-street when I return 
there. 

/I certainly agree most perfectly with you on tho^ 
excellency of the King's speech. His whole beha* 
yiour^ during the late transactions^ will, I should 
hope, convince all un^i^ejudiced people of the inoo* 
•cence and uprightness of* his , intentions. 1 trust 
^the fears which you mentiqn^of a repetition oif tte 

latt 
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' late dreadfill aiid melancholy outrages, are Withotlt 
foudtdation. Perhaps the magistrates have by this 
tione sufficiently recovered their senses to consider 
the duties of their office; and it is to be hoped, 
that if any new tumults should arise^ they are pre- 
pared for that exertion of the civil power, which, 
as there is every reason to suppose, if it had been 
duly applied, might have been si^cient to quell 
thfe undisciplined violepce of a wretched rabble, 
without the necessity of a military assistance* 

If you really do go to Ireland, I hope you will 
let me hear ff oiii y bu on the road as often as you 
can, and do . not feel too much fatigued to write 
without difficulty. One should be apt to pity a 
common traveller for going so often for such a long 
journey over the same ground. But an imagination 
like your's has the power of placing the same objects 
in so many different points of view, and by the 
force of fancy so diversifying every hill and dale, 

* . that they can never lose their novelty* 

^ Miss Sharpe left Deal yjBsterday morning, and 
is, I hope, now enjoying this delightful twilight in 

- .' some favourite spot at Mill-hill. I wish she may 
catch though it be but a glimpse of you, when she 
comes to town, which she talked of doing for a few 

' hours early in the next week. My love to Mrs. 

' ttandcock, and kind compliments to Mr. Vesey; 

- I wish most heartily he would be decided one way 

^ s S or 
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or the' other. I was so anxious about you that I 
determined to write this Post^ thou^ it is literally 
•with my poor head on, ^a. pillow^ Good^nigli^ 
God bless you md preserve, you, whaUivcr yo/ir 
destination may be, .i 
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LETTER CXXXIIL ' 

■ Deal, Jul^ 2^, 1 7W. 

r 
.... s »•■'•, ■ ■ • 

A THousAi^D thanks to you, my dear 
friend, for the delightful hopes you g^ve me for 
next winter. Tlie f^wer winters Ave have lo pass 
beneath the -skies, the more we wish for the com- 
pany of every friend that helps to dieet their gloomy 
hours, and enliven and supply their want of sun- 
shine^ It is happy when amidst tiie gayest 'flowers, 
the bright days, and the sportive zephyrs of youth, 
one has made a provision of such pleasures as will 
enliven artd warm the heart, and prevent it sinking 
under the clouded sky, the chilling blast, and fade<d 
landscape of declining age *• Soich, my dear Mrs. 



t So also thought the wisest of men. — See Eccles. :ni. 1. 

. - ^ Vesey, 
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\lesey, Jet me hope hais feeeij puF; fa!^; we wltt 
therefore look forward w itli delight and pleasure to 
the winters Avhich may yct.,be spared us; ejijoying> 
with: thankfulness the blessipgs we still possess, nor 
once repine at the gayer iscenes that $rb gone by. 
,1 can ensily imagine lyouf fillings iat the breaking 
up of. a party, SjO wall to be. dissipated to all 
quairtars Qii the gl^be, and with solktle pix>bability 
ofi reunitbg again upon : it$ surface. This is a very 
unpleasant thoMgbl^ eveh where ojnly the imagina- 
tion and the, general feelings of humanity are con- 
cerned. Whenever it jstrikes across the heart — — 
the only comfort is, that separation is a word un-. 
known in the vocabulary of that country, to which, 
in. aid of our duty, "cor tenderest affectibns should' 
excite our wishes; ibrthcBe the: blessed meet to 
partnomore^ ...:fi r-..-' " : '.- 

I am glad the Sunning-Kill waters are thought 
good, for and uecessary to Mr, Vesey, for/I think 
your imagination must wander M^ith great delight- 
through the solemn scenes of Windsor Forest, and 
lose itself in the days of chivalry, while you are' 
contemplati^ig the Gothic, grandeur, of tjtie CM^* 
I never leuter it.wittiout expecting, to see troops of 
armed knights and bevies' of fine ladies. Are you 
not alWatys vexed by tlW confusion of ideas one feels 
on seeing King William looking s,o sedentary and 
modem ? I hayc a gi^eafc rpspect fe :King William, . 

and 
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' and think he was a real hero ; but he was not a 
Gothic hero, arid he looks misplaced at the uj^r 
end of St. GeorgeV Hall ♦ 

I lately had some conversation with two persons 
who knew Mr. Bv\ict at Algiers, and were in his 
house. They both declared they had seen him 
draw very finely f. Mr. Bruce is nothing to you 
or me, but principles of common justice and htima* 
nity will give us both great pleasure in being able 
to confute a slander. Neither the gentleman nor 
lady from whom I had my intelligence spoke of 
him with any degree of that partiality which might 
have helped to blind their judgment 
. I am sorry, both for Miss Sharpens sake and 
yours, that you did not meet when she was in 
town ; however, I hope the loss will be repaired 
many times in th^ winter. | expect she ^ill return 

* Here, as well as hi several other places, there is a passage 
tieratphed out with very dtfierent coloured and much ijlacker 
iQk, which soems to ascertain the fact that Mrs. Carter had 
looked over these LetterSy^and thinking they might be publisf^^d 
aftenvards, had erased what she did not chuse should appear, 

t In this assertion there seems to be a mistake, either on 
i}ke part of Mrs* Gatte|i or of tha gentleman and lady alluded 
tp. T|)p Editor knows them well, iiitd.bas very o&m heard 
them say, that they had seen very fipe dntwings on his table, 
hoth finished and unfinished, but that they had T>ever seen hin^ 
actually employed upon them ; but subsequent accounts have 
li^uch t^'udcd to fstahUsh M|r. Br^ice's yeraci^y, 

tQ 



te me^in about a fortnight. My best \\d«hes ta MK 
"Vescy for the succfess of the waters. My love io. 
dear Mrs. Handcock, and tell her from me she Is 
a very wretch, for not one kind word did she send 
me in yoar last Letter. God bless you, my dear 
friend. 



' r < 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 



Deal, Aug. 14, 1760. 



How have you fared, my dear Mrs^ 
Vesey, in the last week of oatrageous tempests? 
I hope you have suffered no worse inconvenience 
than the interruption of your rambles and your 
concern for the harvest. We have now more 
prosperous- days, and I hope no great mischief has 
been done, except to the hops, which are of much 
less consequence than other productions. Every 
stream can furnish people with drink, but it is not 
so easy to supply them with bread. ^ 

It has been very unpleasant to me that I have so 
long deferred thanjking ypu for a very kind and 

entertaining 
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.mtqrtainmg Letter; but indeed I have not been 
well,, thoygh it is difficult for me to tell what I have 
.ailed. It is, besides my usual proportion of head- 
achy a general weal^ness ^md languor, which renders 
.any exertion either of bodj- or naind extremely 
painful, and in good degree impracticable to me. 
And this you will easily believe when I tell you 
this Letter was begun nearly a week ago; but 
indeed I have been unable to hold a pen, and I 
intoiv your affectionate heart will plead my excuse, 
I would impute it to the heat of the weather, which 
is as sultry now as it was boisterous a fortnight ago, 
and of which/ I/he£ur peoplq copipladn; but I do 
not feel the weather so disagreeably hot. Sitting 
atf . my delightful window, fanned by the fresh 
breezes, and looking on the cool expanse of the 
ocetoji: I feel no intoavenience either from the 
BCPfc^ii^ sun or dusty ^earth.; From the incapacity 
fof moving lip and down with the freedom and 
•activity I eohld wish, I ought to be tery cheerful 
ia the ' power of enjoying my situation while I sit 
Btill] aiid'ia^tte dispositioh bf my mind I hope I 
am so; though; I cannot prevent the animal im^ 
pressSon ©f my present torpid state. 
: .! J arti? glad Mr. ; Vesey fiqds reason to be pleased 
with the Sunning-hill waters. Lhope the prospect 
of his improving health will give you spirits, and 
allow you to feel the perfect enjoyment of your 

situation. 



situation. Whflc y6ii vHre reposing during th<5 
sultry hours beneath the romantic shades ' of 
Windsor^ how coiild 1 \mh to- partake your rece- 
des, white you are conjuring up the phantom^ of 
Gothic times, and losing all modem transactions 
aitnidst <th6 adventures^ of chivalry. Imagination is 
a capriciotis roTer, fi^nd Jof every object that carries 
it oat; of the track of daily and femifiar occurrences, 
it loves td traverse the pathless desart and efa^ 
chanted forest, to rdam amidst the wilds of nun- 
Cultivated nature, ^and to amuse itself with the e?^^ 
travagant effects of untutored passions. But white 
^ve listen tx> the entertaining relations of the sportiv^ 
%rianderer, tet our reason, my dear friend, teach ui 
to- be thankful for the blessings of living under thfe 
Security of civil government, amidst the illumina* 
tions of intellectual improvement, and the gentle 
endearments of regulated society and polished life. 
^ Miss Sharpe desires* tier love to you and' deaf 
Mrs, Handcock. She' 4cibSs well and is in very- 
good spirits, but is sadly teized by A pain in her 
side ahd palpitations at her heart; she is ordered 
to ride; and has accordingly begun : I hope it will 
do her good. Miss fieauVoir * is at present staying 

f with 

• Daughter to Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Beauvoir, who becamo 
Miss Sharpc's £rst husband. She married William Hammond, 

Esq. 
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withhir.' She is come to Deal for the benefit of 
sea-bathing for a complaint in her head, which 
makes her suffer very much. It is to be hoped 
she will get the better of it, as it very much affects 
her looks. 

Lady Mbrnington has beei) so good as to call on 
me two or three times. I certainly do honour her 
very much for having a greatness of mind superior 
tp the littleness of pride. She has been very much ^ 
^engaged since she has been here with dear Lady 
Lothian, who has been very ill indeed. God be 
thanked, she is now better. Her present situation 
gives one hope that her health may mend after it is 
over> br the state in which she now is M'ould be 
very alarming. May God preserve a life 'SO in* 
estimable to her family,, and so exemplai^y to the 
i^rld! 

* Why did you not name in what part of Sunningir> 
hill the spot which you so i:harmingly describe ii > 
situated, that Inflight tryio recollect it. I think' 
the change of the house where Mrs. Mobtagu 
lodged must be greatly to it's advantage. It could 
never look well but in a ruin^ Pray write soom ^ 
God bless you, my dear friend. 



i. , 



Esq. of St Alban's Court, inXast Kent^'Ul^o, in consequence 
of that coi^nection, ]|mi.i^cce9c[ed to {hcphief part of Miss 
Sbarpe's property, .... . , « . 

■» • » 
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LETTER CXXXV. 

* 

t , Deal, Ocr^, 1780, 

Though Mr. Vesey's sufferings from the, 
gout have been very grievous both to him and you, 
y^t^^it seems to be so critical a symptom in his 
£afyour that I hope, my dear Mrs, Vesey, you will 
bpth.fi^d yourselves repaid by a comforti).ble amend* 
n^ent in his, general health. 

Indj^ed I perfectly enter into the disappointment 
of all your fairy visions in Clargeis-street Is there 
no inspirh^g the prosaic head, nor mollifying the 
obdurate bear^ of Dr. Rycroft ? If there was any 
danger <^ his being deprived (^ the light of the 
Hlprkyrday: smo, merely to afford you a romantic 
ymw of the moon, one knows not how to blame 
him ; but in any other ca«e he seems to have acted 
a very unneighbourly part. Miss Sharpe is gone 
to Mill hill for a month, sq it is probable she may 
be to happy as to see you before her return. She 
is by no means well, and I wish her to make some 
ei^cursions, but she says her spirits are not equal 
to' it She is but a pOor creature at best, and all 
unfortimately owing to wrong treatment^ or more 

properly 
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properly speaking, tcxtoo much care having been 
taken of her in her childhood, when the wind of 
heaven was not suffered to blow on her, for fear 
«he should catch'* cold. Poor thing! she is now 
fully sensible of the harm it has done her, and 
tries all in her power to counteract it ; but alas, I 
fear it will be in vain, and that she will ever remain 
of the same delicate constitution which her parents, 
not nature, gave her. 

I have no very good account to give of myself, 
for indeed my wretched head has been very bad ; 
and you will easily guess how my spirits must have 
been affected by the death of sweet Lady Lothian. 
Her virtues were universally acknowledged, but 
only thdse with whom she fconversed without tefe^rve 
Cbuld perfectly discover Ihe sanctity of tftose prih- 
dples from whith they floWed. It was' thbi^ '^^Hich 
rendered her superior to : all the temptations' «F 
;^odth, beauty, arid exaltdd tank, rcfinied^. Her soul 
from the' dross of fdlly, -and preserved Mtpurtf 
Anoiigst the fnfection of a gay deceitful Wo^lii. ♦ 

• • - Alma beita,^ bella, ' ' ■ Ml i i 

Vattcine ' i n pace onla^ . ; , : :■ 

Dc4i$i tuay&ti^agode^.il pr^mio etcn}u{ , . 

' If this rairiy weather, contjmi^. I imagioe Mr.^ 
Vesey will sooa think of oiaviiqg to town. ,Wfc(3i;eter 

' yoa 



you are, I hope soon to havg the pleasure of hear- 
ing from you. And pray be so good as to explain 
to me the passage in your Letter about the post, 
for it is at present as dark as an oracle — or as a 
Gazette! 

Lady Mornington left Deal about a fortnight 
ago. She has left Lady Mary Wellesley behind 
to coritinue bathing, which seems to have done her 
much good : I hope she is even better than when 
Lady Mornington went. Lord Lothian, I hear, 
is gone out of town : I hope he feels his loss as hp 
ought, for she was an angel. J loxig to kaow 
something certain about the poor dear children. 
My most kind remembrance to Mr. Vesey a^ 
Mr^. Handcock. I hope the former will jiurse ^nfl 
make much of his gout, for though av.y^ry trouble- 
some companion, I am assured it; is often a very 
salutary one. Bon soir, ma chere amie. 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 

Bath, Nov. 11, 1780^ 

You will I know, my dear Mts. Vesey^ 
be glad to bear that your friends are safely arrived 
at the end of their journey, which was indeed very 
pleasant, for- we flew with as swift and steady a 
pace as if we had been conveyed in the chariot of 
the sua. The weather yesterday was delightful, 
and every landscape appeared in its highest beauty. 
I never saw the colouring of the woods wear a more 
picturesque appearance. We were all particularly 
charined with Lord Aylesbury's park, which much 
more resembles. an old romantic forest than Qny 
artificial plantation *. If it had belonged to any 
of us, we should ^ceitainly have spent a good part 
of the estate in building a Gothic castle in the midst 
of the wildest part. Perhaps such a castle there 
may be, for we saw no dwelling. If dear Miss 

* Mrs. Carter appears to have mistaken Marlborotigli, or 
more properly, Savernake Forest, through a corner of which 
the Bath road runs, for Lord Aylesbury's park at Tottenham! 
which is adjoining to it. Unless the Editor mistakes, there is 
a distant view of the house through ar riding of the forest 

■'^.:t:: SharpeV 



Sharpens health had been more comfortable, our 
journey would have been quite an excursion of 
pleasure. She and the rest of our party join in 
love to youland'lVIrs. Handcock', and best wishes 
to Mr, Vesey. 

Mrs. Moiftagu called on us this morning. She 
has had a little cold, but I think she looks much 
better than she did last winter. WTien you see 
Lady Dartrey and Mrs. Dunbar be so good as to 
*tdl them I will write soon ; but my head wilt net 
allow me to write much at a time, though I couid 
ml help saying a word or two to you, who areia 
poor prisoner. Miss Sharpe, I thank. God, is ndt 
the worse for her journey, and I hope will sooa'be 
the better for the waters. If you have a spa^ 
half hour, do write to me ; it will be a great 
comfort to me to hear a better account of yoQ and 
your proceedings. God bless you. 






1 



!• 



ISTTfiR 






LETTER CXXXVIL 

Bennet Street, Batb, N<yc. ^^ 1780^ 

Besides the pleasure which a Letter 
from you, ray dear friend, always gives me, your 
last was most particularly agreeable to me, as a 
proof that your heart was more at ease than it hs^ 
been for some time past, and I rejoice beyond 
measure at it Indeed from every account I have 
lately, h^ard of Mr. Vesey, his health is wonder- 
fully mended, .and affords a prospect, with a com- 
^monly prudent degree of caution, of several years 
:of comfortable life, which God send him, as it 
will add so essentially to your comfort By *^ 
time we meet I hope he will have sufficiently reco- 
vered his strength and spirits to enjoy every real 
pleasure of society. 

Miss Sharpe has had too little trial of the waters 
to decide whether they have dpne her any good, nor 
can one even form a judgment whether they agree 
with her, as a feverish cold has prevented her for 
the last ten days from drinking them. I can give 
you no account of the transactions of Bath, for 
we live as much out of the crowds if there is a 
6 crowd. 
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crowd> as if we were in spmeretiredcountiy villagei 
All we see of the Bath world is at the pump-rooin, 
where we have scarce seen a single person that any 
of us knows, or of whose name we ever heard. 

A few mornings ago, however, I was. most agree- 
ably surprized by meeting Miss More *, whom I 
rejoiced to see, not only on those accounts on which 
one must always be glad to meet so every way a 
delightful person, but as a human creature, with 
whom I could hold some conversation, which had 
not happened to me before. But all human plea- 
sures are transient, for to my sorrow she did not 
make any stay here ; however, she and her sister 
past one afternoon with us, and we are to visit 
them at Bristol, if Miss Sharpe gets well enough 
to bear the excursion before Miss More leaves it 
for London. 

Mrs. Montagu continues delightfully well, and 
I hope will lay in a stock of health sufficient to 
defray the expences of the winter, gyid to satisfy 
the wishes of all her friends. Alas, if her friends 
alone were concerned, her strength and spirits may 
be reasonably hoped t& suffice them, for those who 
truly love her w^ould never wi§h her to exert either 

* Mrs. Hannah More, to whom the world is obliged for 
many years of unremitted attentions to its truest interests; 
fur instruction conveyed in its most elegant and pleasing form, 
^n(i for nn example of singular gentleness, pi^ty, and virtue. 

TOL. IV, T beyond 
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feeyond the pmp^r bounds ; but the demands of 
the world on her talents are unrnei^ciful, and the 
constitution of a Hercules would be insufficient to 
answw them« 

Miss Cooper has descended from her mountain, 
and got a little more within our reach. Her health 
is much as it has been for some tiniC; and we mmt 
content ourselves with its not growing worse j I 
fear indeed there is very little prospect of its be* 
coming better. Will you be so kind as to send the 
enclosed to Lady Dartrey. All this party join in 
love and best wishes to their friends in Clarges 
Street. Adieu, my dear friend. 



LETTER CXXXVIIL 

Bath, Dec. 23, 1780. 

* 

How kind^ it was in you, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, to allot any of your few minutes of leisure 
to give me the pleasure of hearing from you. Your 
present solitary confinement will I hope soon be 
rewarded by such a recovery of your patient as 

will 
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will enable him to share with you in all the pleasure* 
and delights of society. I have long known you, 
rriy dear friend, in ituch more amusing situations 
than that which has engaged you for some time 
past, but in none wherein you haVe appeared so 
truly respectable and amiable as in s6 unwearied 
an application to so melancholy a duty. When 
you see Mr. Vesey again restored to ease and 
society, with what pleasure you will tlien reflect 
on all the hours you have spent in contributing to 
his recovery ! 

I wish I could contradict the report you have 
heard of us, but indeed I cannot yet flatter myself 
that my patient gains any ground. Her head is I 
hope better, but the pain in her side is much the 
same, and upon the whole I do not see much dif- 
ference. I do not know how much longer we shall 
remain here, but I recommend giving the waters a 
fair trial. 

It gives me very sincere pleasure to find that a 
certain friend of your's has forsaken the path of 
error and darkness, and returned to daylight and 
a strait road. She has, I am informed, behaved 
on a certain occasion in a manner worthy of the 
best principles, and avaided every little dirty arti- 
fice, which a cunning schelner might have judged 
conducive to the attainment of a favourite wish. 

T 2 I rejoice 
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1 rqjoice to find that this fairness of conduct has 
been so happily rewarded. 

1 have but little news to tell you from Bath, as 
I see but very little of the company* One of the 
most interesting objects I have observed is a little 
man *, vei'y plain and ill-formed. He first struck 
me by seeing him walk up and down the pump- 
room with a strength arid activit}^ which, compared 
with his figure, appeared astonishing. I have sinc6 
had many opportunities of observing him more 
nearly, and I think I never saw such an instance 
of the superiority of the mind to the impediments 
of the body. It is really very delightful' to see a 
human creature struggle with so much spirit and 
success against natural disadvantages. He is a 
Clergyman. His dress is proper, and perfectly 
neat, and simply elegant. He has completely the 
manners of a gentleman, • and makes, in spite of 
his figure, the most graceful bow 1 ever saw, and 
one may converse with him till he appears as hand- 
some and as welKshaped as " Edwin of the Green." 
We were all so struck with him that we resolved to 
become acquainted with him. He is very com- 

* The Rev. Dr. Gosset, a gentleman well known in the 
vorld, in whose conversation the plainness of his person soon 
ccaScs to be observed. 

panionable, 
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panionable, has seen much of the world, knows 
every body, and at the same time appears to me to 
be studious a.nd a scholar. 

This Letter was begun some days ago, but this 
has been a sad uncomfortable week with us ; but I 
live in hopes all things will grow better. At present 
Miss Sharpe is much worse for the anxiety she 
suffers for her excellent friend. I fear there is little 
chance of his recovery, but we have not totally 
given up all hope, and the suspence is very miser* 
able. The love and best wishes of all our party 
attend you, Mr. Vesey, and dear Mrs. Handcock, 
Lord Dartrey called on us one morning, and I 
thought him looking remarkably well. Pray let 
me have a line whenever you can without much 
difficulty. Adieu, my dear friend. God bless 
you all. 
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LETTER CXXXIX. 

April 20, 178 V. 
MY DEAR MRS. VESET, 

As perhaps I did not fully answer yout 
objections w^hen I saw you this morning, I >vill now 
be a little more particular. 

At the first institution of our Society, we wished 
to have afforded an unlimited relief; but a very 
short experience convinced us that this was im- 
practicable, and we were obliged to restrain it to 
five parishes. Yet that none of the poor people 
might be disappointed, who had been encouraged 
to hope, all whose cases had been examined by the 
enquirers prior to this regulation were (unless un-^ 
worthy) relie^d ; and those to whom from sickness 
a continued relief was necessary, had their conti- 
nued relief though put of the limits, long after the 
order was past. I particularly recollect a poor 
man in Westminster in a decline, to whom the 
Society gave a small weekly pensioii. 

As to the second accusation of a, partiality, par- 
ticularly with regard to Lady Spencer, I happen to 
recollect two cases which are, pretty remarkable. 

On 
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Qn her going to;]3a^h la^t fi|Hripg, shij stroa^y i^^ 
commended to tlie Society a pm-spn whose qa^ ap» 
peared very pitiable, and "who^. sjie had often re- 
lieved herself. The enquirers examined into his 
character, ^nd from the accoujit which they gave, 
he was judged an improper abject and rejected. 
There was another of her petitioners, whom she 
had likewise herself greatly relieved, and in a 
Letter from Bath wished the Society to clothe him 
in order to ienable him to get his living. On con» 
sidering his character and behaviour, he too was . 
rejected, and Lady Spencer in both cases was 
perfectly well satisfied with the determination. 

All the petitions that ever came to me, who am 
so very inconsiderable a member of the Society, 
have been relieved :' and I beHeve it will be foun^ 
upon a fair examination, that the very lowest coq^* 
tributor, has never had the least reason to complain 
pf a degree, of partiality. , 

Those who disapprove our ^cheme,# certainly act 
very^ properly in not contributing to, its support. 
Yet on the other hand, the members of the Society 
who do contribute their money, their time, and 
their attention, without any motive whatever but a 
desire to relieve the distresses of others, even \f 
they are mistaken in the mode, are certainly entitle^ 
to siich a degree of candour as should prevent the 
Pirgulatiag ^pauthentica^ed stories to their dis- 
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9^ vantage. Their books are open to the inspection 
of all the subscribers, and no one of them is ex- 
cluded from being a witness to the methods of 
proceeding. 

Adieu, my head has scarcely tolerated all this 
scribbling. But I was willing that when you 
hear us censured you might be provided with ^n 
answer. 



LETTER CXL. 

South Parade^ May XI, 1?81. 

Here atp I, my dear Mrs. Vpsey, where 
are you ? I hope in the spot where I left you, and 
where I may be likely to find you at my return. 
We are pretty much in the state we were when we 
left London; Miss Sharpe bore her journqy very 
well, indeed much better than I expected, God 
^end the waters may do her good ; s|ic brought i^ 
cold from town, but it is qot so bad, but she takes 
a glass of water a !day. 

' ' ' J called 
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I called yfesterday on Miss Cooper, aiid hear^ly 
wish I could give you the pleasure 6f knowing her 
health was in any degree better than when I left 
her here in the winter. But indeed she is still in 
the same uncomfortable state, and I do not perceive 
that the beautiful spot and clear air of Greenway 
farm, agrees any better with her, than the fogs and 
vapours of Bath. She still gets no sleep, and it is 
aistonishing how she preserves her cheerfulness. 
She promised to dine with us to day; but of this 
I am very doubtful, for unless she has a good 
night, which ala^ very seldom happens, the most 
easy and quiet society is hurtful to her. A sad 
circumstance for one so qualified to give, and receive 
pleasure from conversation. 

On Monday next I hope to set out for Berkshire, 
and to return to Bath on Saturday : on the Wed^ 
nesday following to be in town ; and on the Friday 
to set my face towards Deal. Indeed I shall be 
very glad to find myself set down wtlh the prospect 
of a few weeks quiet establishment ; for at present 
my time passes chiefly in packing and unpacking; 
though I travel with as little incumbrance as is 
possible for any animal not clothed^vith wool or 
feathers. 

If you should be set out before my return to town, 
do pray leave a little Note for me in Stanhope- 
street as a token of your kind regard and remlem- 

brance. 
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^raqcse. My most sfiectiooate good toshes attend 
yo«| wi)e^:Stsi^i«g «r going. , ^ , • 
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LETTER CXLT. 



Deal, June 1, 17*81; 

' ' . ' '' • • 

Except that paper ivhich you inentioa> 
as your will, my dear Mrs. Vesey, wbiqh I kept 
for some time, and which you afterwards desired 
me to burn ; I have not the least idea of your 
having ever entrusted to ^i^y care any otlier paper, 
mid I think it very highly improbable, that if you 
bad, on being raninded of it, I should not have 
even tha faintest recollection of any suich thing ; sa 
it could not be to me to whom you committed this 
deposit I am heartily sorry you cannot find ^ 
paper which you mention as of consequence. Da 
pray tell me if it comes to light, as I shall be re* 
joiced to hear that you are free from the vexatioix 
and perplexity of such a search. 

My fellow travellers and I arrived, I thank God^ 
very safdy to the epd of our journey on Saturday 

afternoon^ 
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be a fatigue, better than could be expectecl. rJLrh^ 
^ bad hes^^-ap^® one of the d^yp opt th|B|?pad,viind 
tp day is the ^qcopd §ince I ceyne home, t Sp t^i? 
ivretc^d iji^aiiof piiqe js ip every climate and eye^ 
^:hapgp,o^ situation just the sap^e perverse tl^pg 
W ev^r. 

I beg you will let tpe hear froui you befoi;e ypu 
jet out, and likevv:ise^whilie ypu are on the irpady 
and do net fail to let me kpow/when and where I 
am to write to you. If you are to go, I hope it 
will for yoiir owo eaae be spon ; a? nothing is more 
wearying thajn loitering uncertainty. , Besides, when 
ypu are fairly gone, I can set my hopes to the 
-delightful cQatemplatioi> of your return. In your 
present intermediate kind of state, my wishes are 
all floating and confused, and kno.w not on what 
point to settle. 

Dr. aiad Mrs. Peimington are with ipe; when 
my sister first came to Deal, if I had met her 
accidentally I do not think I should have known 
her, she was so miserably altered by an ague. I 
thank God she is getting much better, though she 
had a slight touch of it yesterday. The poor 
. Doctor has often such a return of his, as keeps 
him in the most uncomfortable state. They have 
taken at length a house in a dry healthy situation^ 
about seventeen miles from London, which perhaps 

when 
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when ybu return to us you may think witHht reach 
of a visit 

Mrs. Montagu I suppose you know is at Bath, 
where I hope she will recruit after her winter 
campaign, and lay in a stock of health for the 
summer. My love to Mrs. Handcock, I rejoiced 
to see her looking so well, and so much better than 
she has done for several years : so that I hope you 
njeed be under no apprehensions about her either 
in the journey or the voyage. Ihdeed Mr. Vesey 
seems so charmingly recovered, that I think your 
fears for him must be considerably abated. My 
best wishes for his safe arrival at Lucan, and he 
must allow me to add for the accomplishment of 
his promise of a return to London in the winter.* 
Adieu, my dear friend. God bless and prosper 
you in all your Voyage and journey. I am sure I 
need not tell you how much I shall long to hear 
you are all safe landed. Once more adieu. 
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LETTER CXLIL 

Deal, June 29, 178U 

You would sooner have receiveii my 
thanks for your very kind Letter, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, but I have been such a poor animal ever 
since I received it, that I had not exertion enough 
even to follow my own inclinations, or to do any 
one thing beyond the mere necessary routine of 
every day's decided business. 

Though I had for some time been accustomed to 
the thoughts of your going to Ireland, the date of 
your Letter from Holyhead struck a blow on my 
heart. Yet what I could not help feelings I am 
reasonable enough to approve, and indeed rejoice 
in the virtues of my friend, which during a painful 
suspence of so many months has enabled her to 
preserve such an exact propriety of conduct. This 
reflection will help to cheer you under all the regret 
you may feel on the separration from the friends you 
love, and by whom you are so sincerely and so 
deservedly beloved. For my own part now you 
have fairly left England, I begin to please myself 

with 
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i?ith the hope of your returning to it again — Yet 
I sigh at the thought of your absence next winter. 

But every circumstance of this varying world is 
meant for our kitstructioH and improvement, and 
the very frequent interruption which the duties of 
our situation mu^t necessarily occasion in the plea- 
sures of our friendships, should help to enliven 
oar endeavours for a sarfe arrival at f ha* country, 
where insecurity and sepwation axp M i^fore, and 
vrhcsre every pleasure will be heighterici^ by its 
ccttitinuance. 

I should ha;^ been- hafppy to have shared witfc 
you ini all the romantic scenes wl^i^hyou so charm- 
ingly describe. I was ghad to fiWd you had an^ 
opportunky of visiting your respectable ^nd amiable 
feiends the Jennings. It is not wonderflil that tke 
habits of society shouldi have undone y6ui for con- 
tinued retirement : indeed there are but very tew 
minds adapted to sUch a situation, nor doed it seem 
a proper sfeite, unless under circumstances vvhere 
it may be a duty, and in that case I believe it will 
always to every reasonable person be vety comfort- 
able : and I am* persiiaded your friends suffer very 
little from the want of a more active life, nor feel 
that vacancy that would depress you and me. 

In the gay independance of high health and' 

youthful spirits, perhaps a li^jply imagination might 

4 f nd 
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find sufficient amusement in tlie most retired doli-^ 
tude. In such circumstances the stormy ocean, 
and the dashing torrent, the hanging precipice and 
the howling wilidemess, the- ^ntle rivulet, the 
whispering grove, and the flowery vale, all that is 
subUixne^ aipidalKibat i$ beautiful in the scenery of 
the world, affords a constant and a sufficient en- 
ten&dnmeht But theJ inactivity of iU hiealth, and 
thet languor of declining years^ require to^ be soothed 
18. the bosomx (Asocial Ibve. 

Miss Sfaarpe is» at present at: SouA Lodge; Si)e 
thinks, herself ui' some dleg^ee (^ belter for th^ 
Biklh watiers. She has appointed out setting out 
on our Northern expediting on the* sixteenth of nei&t 
92onth, but diveot to meatDeal^ and youc Letter 
will be sent after me. 

Pray write as sooni as you are in the shaxhss 
of Ljucan^ for. I shall long to hear you aordr 
safe« Adieu, my dear friend* G^d bless and) 
keep you* 
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LETTER CXLIII. 

Langton •, Aug. 2, 1-781. 

Though I wrote to you, my dear Mi*5> 
Vesey, before I sat out on my travels^ the flattering 
persuasion that you will wish to know how we have 
gone on, is a sufficient inducenoent for me not to 
wait till I hear from you before I write again. 

We sat out from South Lodge on the 17th, and 
travelled a road with whieh I believe you are well 
acquainted, and in which you could find little 
amusement Indeed for about an hundred and 
fifty miles nothing can be more dull than the coun- 
try. We visited the tomb of Cecil, Earl of Salis- 
bury at Hatfield : and the barn which was built for 
a mausoleum, for the coffin of Mr. Henry Trig a 
shopkeeper at Stevenage, which were the only me- 
morable objects till we came to Stamford. You 
will imagine we did not omit visiting Burleigh, with 
which you are too well acquainted for me to attempt 
describing it. 

• The seat of Mr. Smelt on the Swale, in Yorkshire. Part 
of thii Letter is omitted, having been printed in the Memoirs. 

Miss 
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- Mis8 Sh&rpe, who joins with me in love to you 
and Mrs, Handcock, bore the first days of her 
journey very well ; but her health requires great 
attention, and is saunequal to any thing like fatigue, 
that we have not been able to make any excursions 
out of the track -of our direct road. Mr. Smelt 
proposes some little airings to places worth seeing 
at a sma;ll distance, but whether she will be able to 
imderteike even them I cannot telL Do pray write 
soon, and give me a full and true account of you 
all. Adieu, my dear friend. God bless and 
keep you. 
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LETTER CXLIV. 

South Lodge, Sept. H^ 1781. 

Very often during our Northern sejour, 
did I impatiently long^ to hear from you, tny dear 
Mrs. Vesey, but that pleasure did not reach me 
till Saturday last, that we arrived at this place, 
where I found your Letter. It grieves me to fine 
Yot. IV. U you 



«90 

you have 3ujfl[ared so much from that miserable 
languor for which I too well know how to pity you : 
but I hope as it was a consequence of too much 
fatigue and anxiety, you will soon regain your usual 
activity and cheerfulness, and again enjoy the de- 
lightful shades of Lucan. I rejoice very much that 
Mr. Vesey bore his journey so well, and seems so 
much revived at being once more in Ireland: let 
not the pleasure of the present scene obliterate from 
his mind the promise he gave me of returning to 
England in the winter. The looking forward to 
that, softens the pang of absence, and helps to 
shorten long months of expectation. 

Indeed, my dear friend, we were by no means 
such volatile adventurers as you seem to suppose. 
]Miss Sharpe's health obliges her to much cautiony 
and she never attempts any thing that may give her 
the least fatigue, so that during the three weeks we 
were at Langton we never stirred from Mr. Smelt s 
territories except to take one airing. There were 
several places in the neighbourhood which Mr. 
Smelt kindly wished to shew me, but a constant 
feverishness made me so languid and so ill that I 
was totally unable to move* In going from Langton 
to Howsham, however, we contrived to see Studley 
Park, where I believe you have been. It is surely 
very beautiful in its own singular styl^, but looks . 
lik^ the retreat of sditude and silenc<&. I never 

' saw 



^vf any place which appeared to me so peSfectly 
the abode of melancholy. She meets one in every 
walk, and 

« — — ^-^ round her tb rows 
A death like silence, and a dread repose, 
Deepens the murmur of the falling- floods, 
And breathes a browner horror o'er the woodi*^ 

The whole scenery is however admirably adapted 
to the solemn ruins of Fountain Abbey, which 
stands in the centre of it. Indeed every thing 
reminds one of the historical description of the 
original desert where this noble monastery succeeded 
to the dark yew trees, beneath whose gloomy shade, 
the poor monks at first formed their only shelter 
against the driving snows and dashing rains * ; but 
what will not enthusiasm encounter : more I fear 



* The opulence of this Monastery at the time of the dis* 
solution, formed a remarkable contrast with its foundational^ 
which was very unlike that of most conventual buildings* The 
circumstances attending it, to which Mrs. Carter alludes are 
well known. It should be remembered that the same authority 
which assures us from personal knowledge of the magnificence 
/«nd splendour of the Abbey, records no other circumstance 
concerning the Abbot and his Monks, but their hospitality and 
liberal charity. Henry Jenkins lived in the neighbourhood at 
the dissolutionik and survived, with faculties unimpaired, till 
the latter end of the reign of Charles lit 

tr B fbi; 
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for the sake of fanie, than of that religion they^ 
professed. In the evening we went to sleep at 
Rippon, and saw the Minster, which helped- to 
retain the solemn impression which the twilight 
shades, and ruined abbey had made on our imagi- 
nations, as the choir was hung all round, with the 
funeral trophies of the late possessors of Studley. 

From these solemn scenes we repaired the next 
day to cheerfulness and social life at Howsham. 
Mr. Cholnjley's house was built in the reign of 
Queen Elizabetli, and retains enougji of its original 
style to give it a very different, and a more respect- 
able appearance than of any modern building. The 
apartments are very noble (three rooms of forty - 
six feet long) but light and airy. A picturesque 
navigable river * flows by the windows, from which 
it is seen to wander through romantic woody banks, 
most beautifully. The scenes about the house are 
delightfully pleasant, and the more distant views 
various and highly ornamented. 

The style of living is respectable, elegant, and 
easy. There was a good deal of company besides 
ourselves, and none interfered with each other, by 
any unpleasant restraint. In short the whole mode 
of living of Mr. and Mrs. Cholmley seems forn:ied 
upon the best English character, and calculated to 

•■• ^ ' ■ .. ' •■/'•■ • • • • 

♦ Thelknvelit. -^ • 

^ ' promote 
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promote the pleasure of the prosperous, and to 
supply the wants pf the indigent. I should have 
thought the foVy%ht wei spent ait Howsham ex- 
tremely agreeable, if the wretched state of my 
health would have suffered me to enjoy it. We 
drove one morning to Castle Howard; which is. only 
four miles distant; never did I see such a heap of 
incoriveflient tasteless stupid magnificence. Such 
a heavy load of building without, and such a col* 
leetion of 4ittiehesses within *. 
■' > We returned '• by the way we came, I thank God 
very safely, and Miss ^Sharpe at least not the worse 
for her journey. We both 'found South Lodge 
st^erior • in beauty to many of the places we had 
seen; and surrounded with those comforts only to 
be found ftt homt. Oui^ love to Mrs. Kandcock; 
Let *me hear from you vfery soOn pirayj ^r the 
Letlers I found here were of ^Id date; aiid I am 
very anxious to hear you are better-r— God bless 
yau, my dear friend, , r 

■ ■ • . '■■■.. . ' , ....>'• 

* Probably the ill state of Mrs, Carter** health prevented 
her from seeing Castle Howard in a favourable point pf view^ 
The general opinion of thivt place is very difFerent from that 
M'hich she has expressed. . . * 
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LETTER CXLV. 

Deal, Oct.^, 17S1. 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my dear 
Mrs. Vesey, for your kind and speedy answer to 
my Letter. I was very much diverted with the 
picture of your running to read it, with your cloke 
crawling off your shoulders, and Mr. Vcsey and 
Mrs. Handcock pursuing you/ My heart thanks 
you for this kind anxiety to hear of a friend who 
so tenderly loves you. Miss Sharpe is just set off 
for South Lodge where she means to stay six weeks, 
and then purposes going to Bath. She has very 
much against my incUiiation made me protfuse to 
go with her : but as the Miss Beauvoirs are to be 
of her party, she will not want company, and I 
should have preferred staying in my own quiet abode 
till after Christmas ; but as she declares she shall 
be quite miserable and uncomfortable if I do not 
aeoompany her, in the precarious state her health 
is in, I have given up my own ease to satisfy her, 
for it is not in my nature to give her any pain ; 
therefore to Bath I go. She left her love for Mrs. 
Handcock and yout 

I agree with you, that what affords a sublime 
entertainment to the wanderer of the world, has a 

7 ven<; 
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Very difT^rent ^ffeet on the poor imprisoned recluse«^ 
This however was not the case of the fi^rst monks 
of Fountain Abbey^ They fled : fix)m a convent 
which they found too secular and licentious, to 
practise a more austere devotion amidst the shades 
of a solitary wilderness ; where they chauiited their 
midn^ht hymn beneath the open canopy of heaven, 
and i had no otiier place of rqpose than tiie cold 
earth, nor any ot^r shelter against the elements 
|han the spreading, trees. The distinguishifig cha- 
racter of StucUey Park is, that after so many cen- 
turies it still preserves its original air; of a solitary 
yildteamess. 

South Lodge has the same traces of its natural 
states for one never for a minute, while there, loses 
the idea of being in a forest These are the only 
^o places I ever saw where art had nc^ extin- 
gmshed all the true spirit of originality. All the 
tixes are the free-born children of the earth, and 
consequently grow and spread with *a variety and 
liberty of direction which is inimitable; all the 
arts of plantation are poor to it. Such scenes as 
these are certainly admirably adapted to raise the 
Imagination to sublime enthusiasm, and to soften 
liie heart by poetic jnelancholy; but subUme en« 
thusiasm and poetic melancholy are too high 
9a exertion of our intellectual powers to be 
long Gontmued without peun and languor, and 
V are 
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are quite inconsistent with the general tempc^^ 
that qualifies us for social lifc^ and > thetefore 
are better fitted for an occasional eiseri^e of 
the faculties of the soul tiian for a constant habi* 
tattion. • i . . 

Fbr this reason^ ' though Miss Sarpe sometiwies 
regrets the tossof tlmt depth of shade which sur- 
rounds^ her ^ habitation at South Lodge, uL think she 
will find ita great relief to her sfHrits, and an im- 
provement to her train of life,.: to turn hef eyes 
iipon the' gay prospect of iciiltijfated iiekis,itlMl 
whistling of tlab honest plougboMm, ;;ahd the prat^^ 
tie of the cheerful reapers, instead of . GOBfltalntly 
indulging inelancboly thoughts undei* benvenepable 
oak trees; therefore I think Mill-'hill a desirable 
place for her. Hdr plans of improveihent take up 
much dfdieb time, and give a spirit anB energy to a 
mind naturally prone to languor and low * spirits* 
God send, her better hfcaltb, and then aitwoiild go 

' I long to know whither my imagination is to foU 
low you this winter, o? a crowded assembly in Dub* 
lin, or musing in your isoKtary walks at Luean, as 
you $0 positively, tell itte J mtist not hope to see 
you m Englaiad, : Whtrevfer you. are, may you be 
well and happy .'Wherever you are^ I know you 
will apmetimea think on the friend ,who loyee you, 
and who longs, oh tow. mudii! for your return; 
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lify love to dear Mrs. Handcock, I had a Le^er 
lately from from Mrs. Montagu, wbo appears m 
delightful heakh and spirits, and proposes soon to 
be in town to take possession of her palace*. 
Adieu/ my dear friend. Best wishes to Mr. Vesey, 
though lam not mudi in charity with him for so 
cruelly disappointing me. Do pray write tome 
60on, and enliveh i;py solitude, (rod bless, yoiu 






LETTER (CXLVI. 



Chapel-Street, Jan. S* 1782, 

■*•■■■"■ •/.-. Ill ,.■..■ ■ 

*' Ind^ep, my dear Mrs. Vesey, if yoa 

did not put 3riufF in my' Letters f yoii could nothave 
talked of hearing from other people gf my being at 
Bath, as I Avrote to you myself from thence. We 
returned to London on' Saturday last, and the riej^t 
day I had the.pleasure of receiving your Letter. You 
wish to kno\v what has been the success of the 
Bath waters. I think Miss Sharpe continually 

♦ Her n«w house in Portman-square. 
t It w<^ttld.^e.m Q»if ttiis had been thecase> for tlu& Letter 
|irom Bath was not found among the others« 

♦ gaios^ 
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gains "groundy though it can be only i piano piario, 
after so long and confirmed ^ illness. She went 
finequently to the rooms and danced^ and thought 
hecself tlie better for the exercise. 
. As to myself, the weather was soconstantly damp, 
and its effects on my health so uncomfortable, that; 
I was almost constantly confined. When the rest 
of the party went to the rooms I had someUme$ 
the pleasure of Miss Cooper's society, and some* 
times past the evening in Mrs.' Bowdler s family *• 
Do you know tiiem ? Knot, I wish yott did. They 
are a most charming family, and would I ^am $ure 
delight you beyond imagination. Miss Cooper 
looks better, and is I hope, upon^ the whole, in 
better health than she was when I saw her in the 
spring, but is still, poor soul, in a very suffering 
l^tate, which obliges her to live in almost a con- 
gtai>t state of retirement and solitude, as she «el- 
don\ goes even into the quietest society without 
finding herself much the worse for it, which is 
^dly mortifying to a person loving society so well 
as she does^ and so. fitted to adorn it. Solitude, 
^enlivened by the gaiety of health and good spirits^ 
is a very supportable thing ; but sickness and lan- 
guor require the soothing comfort of friendly con- 

' ' * The virtues and the genius of ibis family are weH known 
in thq world, ; ' . . / <r.\ 

^ ', versation. 
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Tersation, and it Is a sad a^avation of the cvlJ 
when it is of a nature not to admit that relief, 
which is very often the case with our poor friend. 
It is surprizing haw, with so much suffering, and 
60 little to amuse it, she preserves so much cheer* 
fulness whenever she is in company. 

Mrs. Montagu is in delightful health. I dined 
with her on Sunday in her palace, which is really 
beautiful, and in which she appears to be very 
happy^ and God grant she may long continue so. 
I met her last night at Mrs. Chaporie's, who is (till 
she is settled in another abode) in the Dean of 
Winchester's house, in Berkeley-ifiquare, which 
would admit a lai*ger assembly than a lodging 
Amongst the rest of the company were Mr. anS 
Mrs. Barbauld, whom I was very glad to meet 2 he 
IS altered very much for the better in his appear- 
ance; 

You know' it is impossible for London to subsist 
ft winter without some foreign rarity. We have 
two at present of much greater merit than mOsi 
outlandish importations. The one is Mademoiselle 
Theodore, a ^tage dancer, who is said to have the 
chastity of Diana united with the agr^mens of Tgrp- 
sichorfr. Indeed her character is exemplary. She 
supports a mother and a blind uncle, which keeps 
her on the stage, which she is very desirous to 
quit if shexan get a livelihood by private tuitioik 
- Our 
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Our other fqreign curiosity ij^ a^i|dajD^ de, la Fitz, 
who bas translated some of Gcflert'^^ woi*^s iiito 
French *, aad published sqme C9r»j)9sitions of her 
own. She is said tp be of .a seriAi^s, decent, 
modest character, aad wa3 sent for into Eji^gknd 
by the Queen. Npw I think it lies upon your con* 
science to come to England., , and give ypur ei;i^u- 
ragement to these regally deserving people, c^s an ' 
expiation of your offences for picjcing up- sjach 
wretches as T — ^ — aqd .R--. — ^f, and giving ..thg^^ 
countenanpe to, superficial talents badly ...appliec^ 
which i^ due only to virtue. Do pray jC^fi^ aod 
mak? amende honorable. c^iaji •' 

Alas, my dear friend, it is not ja rjefl^qtiQp oa the 
writings or cpnyersation of . a liceotipus » prpfl(igate 
infidel like .the Abb6 K— — r that paa ; cqipi^Pjqse |:he 
i^stonished mind amidst the awful terrors <irf a mid- 
night storm, «uch £is you so nobly describe : you 
well know tbs^t from sources sqcb its these no solid 
comfort f can be derived, why tl^ien will you idly 
spend your ^timp in,,i:e^ding what ought, never t^ 
nave been written ? ^ B\jt^-you dp it, you , say, : ;paerely 
for amusement: -'tis daogerous amusemw* to a 

'♦ "this translation li^s since been rendered inio Enfilisb, to- 
gttller with' Gel leVt*^ Life, by Miss Sharpe, after her marriagjj 
mtth Mr. D©ii§latoi In 8 Vol*. 6vo. ' i - 

f ^ i R — — ^ppeikr^tOfbe'Abbe Raynal, men^ned 4l9(^4below^ 
^p^^ Editor does not hugV[(iffio is ^le^^nt by Tttrr-#" .:i »f. 
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mind like yparV, indeed to any mind- Come, com^ 
to England, and in the society of those who lovq 
you we will find entertainments better suited tp 
your genius and your taste. Wc miss you sadly, 
though I have not yet seen many of my friends, 
Mrs. Dunbar is gone on a visit to Mrs. Iremonger ; 
every body agrees in thinking that alliance bids fiiir 
for happiness. 

When I was at Bath, by the introduction of 
Mrs. Henry, I made some acquaintauce with Miss 
Crosbie. Do you remember her ? I think you 
could not forget her. So far as I was able to dis- 
cover, she is one of the most interesting and ami- 
able character I ever knew. Adieu. God bless 
you, my dear friend. Love and kind remembrance 
to our friends at Lucan. 



LETTER CXLVIL 
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Chapel Street, Tth, 12, 1785. 



Indeed, my dfear Mrs. Vesey, it is very 
vexatious that you should not have received that 
Letter from Bath, which I certainly did write, at 

every 
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every trifle is valuable to a frieod, and particularly 
such a friend as you are. I remember, I thinks 
that it was in answer fx> one from you, in which you 
mention poor Mrs. Boone as gliding in idea by your 
pillow. 

You have great reason to be thankful for that 
tender foresight and attention, which was a means,, 
under heaven, of saving Mr. Vesey's life. But it 
grieves me to discover the melancholy state of your 
own nerves and spirits. The alteration of the 
powers of your mind is a mere fancy, with which 
you most wickedly torment yourself. All your 
friends and correspondents receive the same de- 
lightful entertainment, and are equally charmed 
with your I^etters, as they ever were ; they breathe 
the same enchanting style which has ever marked 
what falls from your pen ; then why should you 
alone fancy them altered ? Your hearing may be 
impaired, but do not let that depress you ; it is an 
evil that may be remedied. A lady who was of our 
party at Bath is deafer than Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
yet by the use of a trumpet, has a perfect enjoy- 
ment of conversation. Though she is only thirty 
years old, she has perfectly conquered every foolish 
scruple about the use of this instrument, and al- 
ways carries it with her into public as wdl as pri- 
vate company, and with this assistance declares 
that she finds her deafness scarcely any evil. 

You 



303 

You say you have shook liands with hope. Why 
so, my dear friend ? We may I trust be permitted 
to meet again, and you may enjoy thesociety of th« 
friends who love you, and who long much for your 
return amongst them, for many years to come: 
why not? We must not expect to be always young, 
but even age has its pleasures; and let us thank 
God that you and I are still capable of enjoying 
them, whatever you may say to the contrary. In- 
creasing infirmities we must both expect, but let 
not this natural consequence of living long dis* 
hearten us. Let us take courage where alone it 
can be securely founded, in a reliance upon Him 
whose goodness has protected us through ail our 
former years, and who, if we properly seek his aid, 
will support us amidst the weakness of declining 
age, and enlighten and fill with liope our steps 
through the dark passage of the grave. 

Miss Sharpe goes next week to Canterbury for 
about a fortnight for change of aic : she has. had 
the epidemical cold, attended with a good deal tif 
cough, and a little excursion will do her more good 
than medicine. Mrs. Montao;u has likewise had 
this fashionabie cold, but hers was very slight, and 
upon the whole I think her in very comfortable 
health and vei'y good looks, and as full of com- 
pany as ever. Batli has certainly been of great 
use to her, but I think after her winter toils she 

will 
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will be obliged to have recourse to it again. TIfere 
have been several sudden deaths lately, supposed 
to be occasioned by the remarkable warmth of the 
winter. Mrs. Chapone's youngest brother fell 
from his chair dead, while he was writing, last 
Thursday. She is, as you may suppose, very 
much distressed about so sudden and so unexpected 
a blow. 

My love to dear Mrs. Handcock ; tell her to 
take great care of herself, not only for your sake, 
but for that of all her friends in England. I love 
Lady Wake, but would rather sec her any where 
than in your house. You kindly enquire after my 
situation. I like my new lodging extremely well : 
it is clean and quiet. I have no vis k vis but a 
chapel, and I have a side view into Lady Fane's 
garden. Lord and Lady Dartrey and the children 
are all well : she is as delightfully kind and good 
as ever. My best wishes to Mr. Vesey. Adieu, 
my dear friend. Do pray write to me very soon. 
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' ' - Chapel-Street, March ^i, 1782. 

You are very kind, my dear Mrs. Vesey> 
to have given yourself so much trouble in making 
enquiries; I can but love and thank you fdrit, 
which I do with aU my heart. I have within a few' 
days received your two kind Letters, but if 1 un- 
4eifitand you rightly, there was one which I ought 
tp have . had before, and which I have ne^er r%^ 
ceived at all. 

Dr. Douglas has received the cover and enclo-^ 
sure to Lord Bateman, and is much obliged toybu, 
and intends soaa to do himself the honor of teliiiig 
you sd. His healtli is not so good as I could Wish/ 
but I hope» please God, he will soon get better. 
. W^*^^* ^^y oMique methdds of disfeoverty^ «I 
can venture to answer for Sir WiUiam Wafce> ' that 
he will not find any trouble in your enel<M|ing y&ur^ 
Letters to him. I dined there yesterday. I^ l^vi^ 
Lady Wake very sincefrely, but I wii^h, as I b^ii^e 
i^aid, she had taken any otiier house. We bol^ 
took notice in the evening thit a dozen people gavi 
the drawing-ropn)[ a more crowded appearance Ihnh 
fprty when \% wM filled by you, :Such are yout 
« ^ou IV, X viagic 
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magic powers of arrangement ! One would think 
you sti'ipt the soub of your company of their body, 
and left only a pihantoin to cqr^ their nakedness ; 
yet I never perceived that a human soul is more 
clearly seen through at your assemblies than at any 
others. ^ 

Yqh ask me what is doing ift London. The 
pi^pers wilt tell you tliait'the imnti^ry is tamblod 
do^wn, but what is to be. built up in icsroom tim 
wisest politicians sefem at a loss to guess.^— I truly 
grieve for the distress which individuals most suffer 
by the l6ss of America, but I dsumot^ like yoo^ 
Imnent over it in a public point of view. Eji/em 
long before there was the least shadow of tt lisason^ 
to foresee a separation, it was always my Ophiion 
tHat we should be a wisvr, more virtuous, sind con-* 
sequ^mtly a happier people, without it; mid f 
always wished our cmpi)*e restrained to Great 
Britain and Ireland. A lar§^ extant of territory^ 
aiidplibeed beyond the grasp of the seait of empfre^ 
I beiiove ^er haa been, and ever wiU'be^ thefuhi; 
of the BiotilfHr coui^y. 

Mi^ M(M^is in town; she has lately publih^ 
•KMtte ;Siicfed Dramas chiefly de^^n^ for young 
peoi^le, which are imiversally and justly admired^ 
It does n^ heart good to hear tl^ manner in which 
diey are meotiimed in ail companies, and one goes 
ao where, but they are mentioned^ At tiie end. of 

th^ 
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the Tcdttme there is an excellent Poem on SensK 
bilky. 

Poor Lord Dartrey is greatly distrest by the sad 
liccideRt that has befallen his brother, and Lady 
Dartirey you well loaow shares all his griefs ; and 
surely if any thing can lighten them it must be the- 
affectionate attentions of so sweet a friend. Mrs* 
Montagu is quite well, and enjoying herself very 
much. Miss Sharpe is going to Bath : I hope the 
waters will be as successful as they were last spring, 
and return her to me in better health than she goes. 
The rest of pur friepds are ^ much as usual. So 
-much for them ; for myself, I have little to say that 
would give you pleasure* My head has been very 
bad the whole winter. 

There was to be a most magnificent ball last 
night at Devonshire House, for the Prince of 
Wales and the^ Duke and Duchess of Cumberland* 
Two hundred was the number originaliy intended, 
but the astonishing meanness and unfeeling asso«^ 
ranee of some ladies^ who extorted tickets^ which 
were not designed for them, by messages to the 
Duchess of Devonshire, and Lady Spencer, k4v« 
eacreased the gi^sts much beyond the first vs^Vtsx-^ 
tion. 

My love to dear Mrs. Handcock. Do |iraj mes^* 
ction in your next whatf prospect you have towardi 
vEnglamL. It is lopg to look forward, but qnci k)v^s 

X 3 to 



to have something pleasant in viefr. ;Di(kI eircf 
tell you I had received the books Mr. Vesey was^o 
i^d as id send Bri6?'I beg jou/\^ill, twitin my 
kindest wishes, thank him for thenk. ■ Adieu;/ my 
idear cfiiebd. I always add, pray write 80p% but 

-al^' you k^ev^r heed my petition. ■ .^ ■. . 

■ \ f ^ 
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Cfcipcl-Street, Jlfoy 17, 1782. 



•"- Though I wrote to you about a week 

agc^-^ my- dear Mrs. Veseyj I cannot defer till I 

get into the country to return you my best thank$ 

for yoQr very kiiid' application in favour of my 

*fnehd;'^for which I feel most sinci^ely oUiged ta 

ybur^ affection. - I have observed your injunctiofMh 

^^tf iibsolute silence and s^crfesy ^n this head, even 

to the person for whom you s(o- kindly interested 

^yourself; -though I could have, wished him to have 

had the comfort of knowing your kind interposition 

^for his advkntage. 

I am iit^present in all that disagreeable hurry, 

and uhsettlM state of body an^ mind, that always; 

K , precedM 



precedes an approaching separation from the friends 
to whose society one has been accustomed through 
so many months. This winter has, on some ac- 
counts, been a very painftil one to me : but, as I 
thank God, I trust whatever I have suffered has 
not been from any wrong intention or behaviour of 
my own, I hope soon to regain the tranquillity and 
cheerfulness of mind, which becomes a proper 
sense of the very many blessings Which I am so 
mercifully permitted to enjoy, though my heart 
has in one instance been so deeply, and so griev- 
ously wounded *. 

I propose to set out from hence next Tuesday, 
and hope to be at Deal by the end of the week. 
Lady Charlotte Finch went to Deal Castle on 
Monday last. I am surd you will rejoice, on my 
account, that she is likely to make some stay there. 
Mrs. Feilding is to join our party before the middle 
of next month. 'Tis a great delight to me to think 
I shall have such near, as m' ell as such delightful 
neighbours. 

Are not you very' inhuman to tell every body but 
me your expectation of coming to England? Do 

* This paragraph ritlaktes to some unkindness which Mrs* 
Carter had experienc/ed from a friend to whom she had beei^ 
warmly attached. The estrangement however was only tem- 
porary, for anger never dwelt long in her mind, nor could 
fiatr«d and malice find any place there. 

you 



you think there is «iy One of your friends to whom 
this intelligence would give more pieasuire? No, 
you well knqw there is not ; to what then shall I 
attribute your silence on a 2iut)ject so near my 
heart ? If Mrs. Handcock ever took a pen in her 
hand, I am gure^ very sure^ she would have had 
great delight in giving me the first information; my 
affieptionate love to her, upoii the same* Uoweyer, 
eans rapcunei a4ieu, with l^st wishes to Mr^ 
Yesey. 



l-ETTEIl CI^ 

Deal, Jftdji 8, 17S2. 

lNPi;ii;Dy jny dear Aiend, very great rear 
fon have I to be thankful for the yery u\^ny comr 
forts of that quiet and plpasant abpde to which 
you so kiQcUy oongiratulate fny ristuni. I trust I 
am not insepsit^le of the great and unmerited bles- 
sings of my situation, which I endeavour tq enjoy 
as I ought But I hqpe to be forgiven tliat weak- 
ness of hpart, which I fear will always make me 
feel, at times^ exquisite pajn frpfn the multiplied 

strokes 
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istrokes which have been inflicted on it, an.d I tWnk 
I may say most undeservedly. Do not imagine, 
however, that I make' any of my friends uneasy^by 
any outward show or expression of what I suffer. 
Indeed I scai'cely ever name tlie subject, nor do I 
%t all know how the affair goes on. 

By all accounts, as our friend chose to change 
her situation, she lias made a respfsctable choice. 
One would think it was scarcely possible to find a 
condition more eligible than that sh^ 1ms quitted. 
But that odd kind of tiling, M'hicli passes for hap- 
piness in this world, is made up of circumstances 
^o peculiar to every individual mind, tliat provided, 
as in this case, no injury is done to any one, no 
objection out to be made. I have had two very 
kind Letters, one before and one after her mar^ 
rig^j ^^y which I have the pleasure to find tliis 
change of situation will not deprive us of her soci- 
ety, as she will be in London in tlie winter as 
usuaL 

How I love you, for so kindly and so affection- 
atieiy mentioning Mr. Vcsey's design of coming to 
England. I anticipate with great pleasure the de- 
lightful hours, which, if it please God we live and 
prosper, I expect to spend with you.' This expec- 
tation is quite a cordial to my spirits, which are 
upon the whole very much mended since I came 
home, so do not be uneasy about me, pray. 

I delivered 
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I' delivered your message to dear Lady Charlotte 
Finch and Mrs. Feilding, who received it with great 
kindness^ and commissioned me with affectionate 
remembrance to you in return. I hope there is a 
great probability of their spending the whole sum- 
mer at the castle. Mrs. Feilding's three sweet girls 
are here, and true to the principles of the family, 
she is giving them a most admirable education, I 
never 1 think saw Lady Charlotte look so well, and 
iri such perfect health and spirits. The uninter- 
nipted enjoyment of her domestic comforts, which 
the duties of her situation so seldom can admit of^ 
must form a most delightful holiday to a heart like 
her*s, filled with every tender affection to her ami- 
able family, and well they deserve it, for I know 
none more distinguished for every virtue. 

I hope you have escaped the influenza as I have, 
though it has been very much in this place, but not 
so severe as in many others. You complained 
when you was last in England of a trifling degree 
of deafness. Did I ever mention to you a surgeon 
at Bristol very famous for the cure of that infirmity. 
A person at Bath assured me he had been cured by 
him of a total deafness, of above fourteen years* 
standing. Unfortunately I have forgot his name. 

Our political system is sadly disjointed by the 
death of Lord Rockingham, who was the cement 
that kept it together. How far this may affect the 
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public goody I am not so proper a judge^ as of thfi 
private distress of his family, with whom he lived 
in the- most perfect harmony. I am very particu# 
larly mterested for his charming sister, Ladj 
Charlotte Wentworth, whose gentle and affec- 
tionate heart I am persuaded will deeply feel tht 
blow. 

My love to dear Mrs. Handcock. Do pray writs 
to me whenever you can. My kind wishes to Mr« 
Vesey. God bless and prosper you. 
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peal, A^g. 19^ 17tt. 

Yes, my dear Mrs,' Vesey, to be sure I 
did think the time as long a,s you could wish befdm 
I received your Letter : but I hope to be amply r©^ 
venged on your negligence at a distance, whenever 
I am so happy as to get you near. While the sea 
rolls between us, you have certainly the power to 
avoid writing, and if ever my idea, slim metaphy* 
sical thing, happens to reproach you with your 
silence, you can brush it away as easily as you 
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would a fly. But when once I am placed vis k vis 
to you in Claris-street, in full effective proportion 
of body and mind^ it will not be so easy for you to 
forbear talking. 

I hope you have had better weather in Ireland 
ihan we on" the Kentish coast, otherwise I tlmik 
you roust have lost nearly all your airings and 
walks, for alas so have we. Lady Mary Coke, 
Mrs. Feilding, and I, had proposed many a ram* 
ble together ; but during a montli that Lady Mary 
was at Deal, we could never but twice effect our 
purpose. I was glad, however, that one of these 
excursions was to a place where once stood, within 
my memory, a respectable old mansion, the seat 
pf an ancient and considerable family^ Nothing 
now remains but a few sad vesUges to mark the 
spot where it stood. A sweet gurgling spring still 
preserves its musical sound, but the rivulet once 
formed by it, now forces its way sullenly tlirough 
the ent^gled weeds : and the moss-grown trees by 
which it is bordered, look like the abode of ill 
omened birds. Do you not always wonder at peo- 
ple who have so little taste, pr so little feeling, as 
to pull down an old family seat, for no other pur- 
pose but to sell the materials ? They who enjoy the 
estates of their ancestors, should at least show that 
respect to the place of their abode, as to let it sink 

with 
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mth digpity into a yeoerabl^ ruin * The hars of 
tt)is ^st^,^ seem to have bieen singularly careless of 
eyisry thing prior to their Individual selves. Ill i^ 
fine gallery belonging to the house, ther^ was some 
beautiful painted glass, jconta^iing the arms of the 
faipily, probably for many generations^ Np eare 
was taken to preservi? ^hese jQiluminated Fiords of 
its antiquity, w4 they shared the fiiite of the bricks 
and stones of the building. In the village churchy 
there is a noble monument in marble, of excellent' 
sculpture for the time, Two figures, as big as the 
life, are lying on the tomb ; one a knight in armour 
and spurs, the other a lady. On the sides hang 
h|s helmet and gauntlets. . The inscription is now 
oblilierated, " unfaithful to its chargre of flattering 
feme,'' and the whole so scandalously neglected by 
the family, of which there are many surviving 
l)ranches in opulence, that it is in danger of sooa 

t The mansion here referred to is Northbourn Court, near 
Deal; of which see more in the Meipoirs, p. 46fi, quarto edi- 
tion. Even its ruins have a}most disappeared. The nale lii^ 
of t)^e family en4ed in four daughters^ whose descendants be- 
came entitled to it jointly, an4 were so numerous that it was 
necessary to sell and divide the property. The present more' 
modern house of Northboup pourt belongs to Henry Pctt 
Hannam, £sq. who is making considerable improvements iii 
the grojan^s^ and epdeavouring to^ restore tjlijem to their forojicr 
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tumbling to pieces, to their shame be it said* 
Mo$t pathetic were the lamentations which Lady 
Mary Coke and I uttered over this sinking memo- 
rial of poor^ Sir Edwin. Supercilious philosophy 
might perhaps look with contempt on the regret 
which imagination feels at the demolition of an old 
family house, or the ruins of a marble tomb. But 
I thiiik it may be justified by those social princi- 
ples that interest a sensible heart, in the concerns 
of those whom such melancholy remains recall to 
the mind, as having once experienced the like plea- 
sures and pains, hopes and fears, and various vicis- 
situdes of life with ourselves. Besides this senti- 
mental impression, there is an historical reason for 
setting a value on antient buildings and monumen- 
tal sculpture ; which not only serve to perpetuate 
the memory of individuals, but are a record of the 
times, and a specimen of the manners of the age 
in which they were raised* 



* The family of Sandys, descended from the Archbishop of 
York, lived here only for four generations. Sir Edwin, wh« 
erected the monument of which Mrs. Carter speaks, was his 
second son, and the fir^t of the family here. The tablet was 
left blank by him, to be filled up by his posterity, who, either 
from contempt or neglect, never fulfilled his intention ; fbr 
there never was any inscription upon it. The monument itself 
{s in a state of rapid decay* 

I was 
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I was deprived much sooner theui I had hoped 
«f dear Lady Charlotte Finch ; as the little prince 
was thought by his physicians not in a state of health, 
• for sea bathing. - If his fever can be removed, they 
propose his returning. Lady Juliana Penn and 
Mrs. Feilding are still in the neighbourhood ; but I 
fear will soon leave it. It was a grievous disap* 
^intmen}; tx) poor Lady ^u}jl^a, tl^at Lady Char- 
lotte was.hurri^ laway froip Peal Castle, a very 
few days a^iier she qapie . tp Walmer. 

IV^i kipd love to JS/^r^ Haiidcock, j tell her I con- 
dole with her, t^9ugh I am not the least surprized 
she shpiild feel .cxaq[ip9 and rheumatisips in such 
weather: as,thi% sure, ne^cr was there so damp n 
season. Do pray write soon. Best wishes to 
Mr.,,Y«sey. ,G94 for,<!ye?f bless you,, m^f dear 
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LETTER CLII. 

/ • 
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Deal, Sept. 51, 17«Sf. 

May the next Letter which I write to 
j^du, xny dear friend, be directed to Ciarges-street 
En attendant, as you wish to hear from nie before 
^6\x set out, I will once more convey my kindest 
and most affectionate thoughts to you across St. 
George's Channel. You bid me toy something 
about my health ; I have little to say that would 
give you pleasure, but instead of complainmg that 
it is no better, let me be thankful that it is no worse : 
if we were always to consider the evils of life in 
this point of view, * many would seem light that 
now weigh heavily on our hearts : but my humble 
endeavours are not wanting to be grateful for God's 
blessings, and to consider what he withholds from 
me as withheld m mercy. 

If there is any deficiency in the powers of your 
head, I am sure that there is not the least symptom 
of it discoverable in your Letters, so do not be 
ungratefiil to Heaven by such groundless com- 
plaints, but be thankful to the goodness which cooy 
tinues to you such uncQuxaaion powers of contribute 

ing 
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ing to the innocent pleasure and orndment of soc** 
ety. If you and I live much longer, we ftiust pro- 
bably experience a diminution of the activity and 
spirit of our imagination, as well as of our bodily 
Mrength. Let us prepare for growing did with a 
good grace, and properly express x>ilr gratitude for 
those blessing? which we have so long been permit- 
ted to enjoy, by a cheerful acquiescence in that 
brder, which Providence has established in the 
several stages of human life. Let us endeavour to 
regulate and sanctify the dispositions of our souls, 
end rendtt: them as worthy as we are able of the ap- 
probation of that Being, before whom they are so 
jsoon to appear, and upon whom alone they are to 
depend for happiness* If this be the state of our 
minds, under all the disadvantages of old age, 
however our powers of affording any lively amuse- 
ment may be weakened, we shilU never become 
contemptible to society, nor burthensome and disa- 
greeable to our friends. 

What a striking and tremendous picture have you 
drawn of the falling old castle, and it's wretched 
owners! An absolute ruin, though a melancholy 
object, soothes and sobers the imagination by ideas of 
repose. But a noble old seat en decddence, impresses 
the mind with images of living misery, and misery 
of ^e most paipful kind, when alas it is^ as in the 
5 caso 



ease 3^u so emphaticalty describe^ connected with 
the horrors of guilt ! 

The unfortunate state of the weather prevented 
Mrs. Montagu from undertaking her northern jour- 
ney ; and she is still enjoying the delights of Sandle- 
ford. I had a Letter from her a few days ago, in 
which she gave me the comfort of knowing that she 
was in perfect health. 

My best love to Mrs. Handcock ; I grieve, td 
hear that she suffers so much from the cramp, \i$ 
a most disagreeable ccnnpanion, as I know by exr 
perience; I have found great relief from rubbing 
my legs with a hard brush before I go to bed, which 
very much promotes circulation ; I wish she would 
try it ; it can do her no harm, and I hope it may 
do her good. Do pray write me a line before ypu 
set out, that I, may have the pleasure of knowing 
when to expect your arrival in England. My best 
wishes attend you, my dearest Mrs. Vesey. God 
grant you a safe passage and journey, and u» a 
happy meetigg, and a cheerful winter ! 
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LETTER CLIII. 

■ * # * 

r. : Paris, Oct. 18, 17S2. 

Did ^t ever enter into your imagination^ 
my dear Mrs. Vesey, that you should receive a 
l^etter from me dated from Paris * ? For my own 
part, it is not a month ago \rhen I should as soon 
have thought of addressing you from Constanti7 
nople or Pekin. Here however I am; but instead^ 
of disporting myself with tlie fine sights of this 
place, impatiently longing for what I would priefer 
to all the fine sights in the world, a view of the 
cliffs of Dover. Our journey was passed in stich 
a manner as to afford little more than a view of the 
country. 

At Amiens, however, my early rising gave me 
an opportunity of seeing the cathedral ; a most 
noble and venerable building, and rendered the 
more striking by the circumstances in which I saw 
it. , The faint glimmering of the twilight through 
the painted windows; the awful silence, which 

♦ This was the tour which Mrs. Carter made to Paris with 
Sir William Pulteney and bis daughter, now Countess of 
Bath. 
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gave no interruption to the chanting of the Morning 
Hymn ; the deep solitude, rendered the more dis- 
tinguished by a few scattered figures in a posture 
of devotion, produced an eflect more easy for your 
imagination to feel than for me to describe. 

As we set out later than we expected, I visited 
some other parts of Amiens. In the Church of 
the Convent of the Paracletes the priest was 
saying Mass, and consequently the curtain before 
the chapel undrawn. One of the nuns was kneel- 
ing very near the grate, and so elegant a figure I 
never beheld. Her face was very handsome, and 
her countenance very interesting; and she per- 
formed her devotions wath a sobriety of attention 
that was very striking indeed. Her dress was white, 
with a black sash, and a veil put on in the most 
becoming manner, but with beautiful simplicity. 
If one of our fine drest ladies had been placed near 
this charming votarist, the contrast of their appear- 
ance w ould have formed a more efficacious lesson 
against the fopperies and extravagance of the pre- 
sent fashions, than a whole volume of grave re- 
monstrances.. 

As you are so well acquainted with Paris, I do 
not attempt to give you any description. Indeed t 
have seen very few sights, as my intention in com- 
ing was not for amusement. Besides, I have been 
miserably ill with my tiresome head ever since I 
» came 
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came here. I will not for the present provoke it 
any more : but hope in about a week, if it please 
God, to inform you that I am safely landed in dear 
England. Only think how delightful it will be if 
you are disembarking at Holyhead, at the same 
time that I am set on shore at Dover. Adieu, my 
dear friend. God bless you. 



LETTER CUV. 

r 

\ 
\ 

Deal, June 2, 183r» 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my deares| 
Mrs. Vesey, for the kind Note, of which I seamed 
so unworthy. I hope the sleeping draught pre- 
sented only pleasant dreams to your imaginati(Ai^ 
and that it led your friend to you through the wojy 
gaie*f and placed her close to your elbow in that 
very chair which yo^ so kindly had appropriated for 
her ease. If on the contrary the virion wa$ cqbt 
ducted to you through the horny passage *, it woul4 

havi9 

* Alluding to the claisical fiction concerning dreams, by 
which those that wer^/o&e were supposed to come through th<$ 
ivory gate of sleep, and those that were^n^ through that which 
was made of horn. Both Horace and Virgil have copied thif 
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have represented her to you languishing on 4 pillOW' 
with a fever, soi'e throat, and the same distracting 
pains in her. head, which obliged her to leave you 
with so much precipitation on Tuesday night. 

Nothing but the incapacity of writing could have 
kepttne so* long froin conversing with you; but in- 
deed I have been extremely ill, which I would not 
tell you, but at the same time when I thank God I 
fH» getting ^o very much better.. The abscess in 
my throat is broke, the pain in my head is greatly 
abated, and I slept freer from fever last night than 
for any night this last week. I am very low and 
languid, but that must be expected ; but I hope 
now, as the worst symptoms are mended, that in a 
few days I (hall return to my usual statOi 

Pray give my best love to dear Mrs. Handcock, 
and tell her I shall think of her nuich oftener than 
when I see the beautiful cup which she sent me. 
I shall certainly value it as her gift : but I can 
never drink my tea out of it with equd pleasure as 
when she poured it out for me. I must and I will 
hope that we shall meet aigain next wititer. With 
my kind compliments and best wishes to Mn Vesey, 
do pray tell him that he cannot spend the winter 

poetic idea from Homer ^ but the former appears to have made 
nse of it with much greater judgment than the latter haS done. 
See Horat. Lib. iii. Od. 527^ 141 : and Virg. iEneid. vi 
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any where so well, or so comfortably for his health 
as in London. Tell him too that whatever company 
he may see, he will jSnd none who feels greater 
pleasure in copiing to his house, nor who feels more 
obliged to him for being so frequently and so kindly 
admitted' into it than I do. 

You have a malicious intention to make me vain 
of Mr. Walpole: but I value his esteem too much 
to render myself unworthy of it. 

" Adieu, my dear friend, do pray write to me as 
often as you can,^ and tell me 'how you do, and 
'what you do, and all the agreeable things that 
other people do and say, from the influence of 
yoiir enchanted castle. I hope the fear of Ibsing ^ny 
ofyour trees is over. If any such attempt is liiade 
'isurely the Hamadryads, who miist delight to shade 
your bower, will scream in theelars of the feJler till 
'he drops his axe. Do kindly let Miss Clarke hav« 
the enclosed. 
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LETTER CLV. 

I : : * - ' . 

Veulp June 11, 1783. 

Your evening at Chelsea^ my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, was accomppnied by so many pleasant cir- 
cumstances, that I hope you enjoyed it in all per- 
fection ; that yofir mind wfts as serene as the ele- 
meaits around you, and your heart in unison with 
that of the sweet enchanting mistress * of that de- 
lightful villa, which certainly is one of the pret- 
tiest (daces imagination can fancy. A thousand 
thaiik* for the kindness which prompted you to 
fonia a wish that I could be of the party. That 
ivish was tJfie t^ext beat th>ng to my being actually 
there, but wisely has Providence ordained that all 
our wishes, even seemingly reasonable ones, should 
not be gratified. 

This delightful evening, I fear, was succeeded 
by a sleepless night, an evil you too commonly ex- 
perience, and in which your imagination probably 
conjured up only melancholy phantoms of your im- 
pending journey, and the separating sea, I would 

• Lady Dartrey. 
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fl^inj^pe they are merely phantoms : or at least 
that we may look forward with hope, to the pleasing 
prospect that Mr. Vesey will be prevailed on to 
return to England next winter. Indeed tliis is an 
ipxportant point to me. I find that every y^ar helps 
to strengthen my attachment and affection to my 
friends ; and the having passed so many delightfully 

social hours with vou and Mrs. Handcock last win- 

•/ ... 

ter ; and in a manner so much less interrupted than 
usual, has helped to endear you the more tenderly 
to my heart 

I am, I thank God, very much better, than 
when I last gave you an account of myself, having 
been for some days quite free from the illness which 
seems to, have alarmed you, and which to say truth 
I brought from London with me. As for my head 
cela va toujours son train. 

Have you consulted Dr. Warren on the safety of 
Mr. Ve3ey's undertaking to leave England? This 
will surely be highly proper both on bis: account 
and your own, as it would be so particulafly dis- 
tressing if he should be taken ill on the road. My 
lOve to dear Mrs. Handcock, you do not name her 
in your Lettefi and I am sure she would alwayssend 
loe some ki6d ii^sage. I would not give a pin for 
formal con^pUooients, but every little douceur of ex* 
{iression 18 of the bigheist importance from tiiosewe 
loi^^ and particularly so when we know they love 
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Mis. Peanihgt6n and Mimtagu have just been 
hei^e, and desire to be most kindly remembered ta 
you alL As it hieis not been my fault that I did not 
answer your Letter so soon as usual, I hope youi 
will let me hear from ydu the first lialf hour you 
have to bestow ; and not punish ray heart for the 
feults of my poor head. Adieu, my dear friend* 
God bless 3^011. • 



^ ; • .fc .»■ ■ ■ , , . * f t f« ■ > 



LETTER CLVII. 

Deal, Avg. 8, 17M. 

A. Mis£RABL£ achiug head will not alldV^ 
me to eipress half the joy I feel in tlie hope of see-^ 
ing Hiy dear friends of Clarges Street ia my own 
little abode. But what do you mean by a break*' 
fast my dear Mrs. Veaey? No breakfast shall you 
have unless you dine with me too ; why I have a 
couple of chickens that are actually fattening be* 
cause they are innocent fopd for Mr. Vesey, Pmjt 
spend as mudi time with me as <you cai^ spare. I 
shall be happy to see you any day after Sutiday; 
and be so good as to let me know by. the retarn of 

Post 
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Post whatlday you wUl oome, and at what hour yo\s 
wish td have your breakfast and dinner ready* 
Remember there will be a fine moon ; but if yoa 
are kindly dbposcd to make a longer stay, I havfe 
one spare bed for you, and I can cbntrive ^♦thttlr 
for dear Mrs. Handcock^ and I dare say I can get 
a clean private lodging for Mr. Vesey within two 
or thi'ee^bors of my own house. 

I do not at all approve of your scheme of sur- 
prize, suppose par exemple you had come in such 
a manner this week, you might have found me 
flown to Dover on a visit to dear Lady Dartrey. 
They are all on th^ir road at present towards Tun- 
bridge. When I see you I will tell you the reason 
of this change Of plati } but my miserable head 
will not allow it at present. • 

Do not fail writing by return of Post, that I may 
know the day and hour when I shall be so hap^y as 
to see you. And pray come as early as ybu can, 
both for my sake and your own, thatyt)U may not 
be fatigued by the heat bf the day, which is stlfl 
less pleasant than the morning, though much coble): 
than it has been. 

I cajinot express what I feeV when I think I shall 
«ee you so soon, and that you are actually within a 
drive of me *, when I was doubtful whether you 

^ Mr. Vesey was tben at Marga^e^ hayiqg b^en suddenly 
ordered to the sea coast 
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menmot faraveUing! towards Holyhead. I need not 
ariy how much I shall long for to-morrovvg Post; 
,irl|ich is tb fix the tkne of ' y Our coming to Deal. 
En Btlendant my best wishes atfend you all;. Alas ! 
fnypwf.head! 
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LETTER CLVIII. 

— ^ Deal; Sept. 2$^ 1783. 

Your Letter, my dearest Mrs. Vesey, 
though dated the 1 8th, did not reach Deal till Sun^ 
day night. I should^ however, have answered your 
kind enquiries yesterday, but was too ill to write 
without more difficulty tlian you would wish : I am 
not much better to day, but I will no longer defer 
ithanking you as b^ing such a frfeiil machine, I know 
not when I irtay be in a better ciipacity. Probably 
my being so extremely uncomfortable is caused by 
such ia. long siuccessito of very damp weather, which 
is of all others the iiK)st unfriendly to my constitu^ 
tion, or composition, which you will. As you say 
nothing to the contrary, I hope none of you are 
particularly affectfed'by it in yoqr health, though it 

must 
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must very much interrupt the pleasure of yoiir walks 
and airings. Do not, however, I beg you, be dri- 
ven too precipitately froai the cOast ; October may 
wear the placid smiles Avhieh more natura^lly bek)ng 
to September, and is often,' in this country particu^ 
larly, a most delightful momth. 

It would make me very happy to pay you a visit 
at Margate, as you so kindly press it, but alas it is 
impracticable. There is at present in this place one 
of my oldest friends, of above forty years standing, 
whom I could not think of lea:ving while she stays 
here. When she is gone, I have long promised 
Mrs. Pennington to spend a few days with her, and 
she would be sadly disappointed if I did not come; 
and if none of these impediments were in the way, 
my health is so precarious and uncertain, that I 
I could not think of running the risque either of 
being troublesome to you, or of being mortified by 
the incapacity of enjoying the pleasure of your dear 
society when within my reach. 

How I should love to ramble with you in search 
of every vestige of our Saxon ancestors, in the 
spot * where they first took possession of a dis* 
tracted kingdom, which they afterwards raised to 
so much dignity and glory. History should be of 
our party, and restore every monument to its ori- 

♦ The isle of Thariet, in which Henjist and Hprsa fended. 
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ginal form : while Imagination em the other haTidi 
should point to the de^olatod remains, and inapkrcs 
every soothing charm of poetical and sentimenta} 
inelancholy. Far different is this kind of feeling, 
from that which is excited by the view of the pre- 
sent change and cotemporary ruin, such as you des-* 
cribe both in the. moral and natural state of that 
long loved abode *, where we have past so many 
delightful hours. 

I experienced something of the same kind last 
aprmg, when I saw Mrs. R — and Colonel T — ^ 
flourishing away in the open window of a house 
where I have so often listened for hours to the wi§- 
d<Mii and virtue of dear Lady Frances Coningesby^ 
Such events however, like all others, have their use^ 
We naturally in such a c^ase compare the past with 
the present inhabitants; and the heart, which is 
always more in earnest than the understanding 
places the contrast between their characters in the 
strongest point of view, and all its feelings deter- 
mine on the side of virtue. — My head is very con- 
fused, and whether I have exprest myself intelligi- 
bly I leave you to find out. Pour moi, -si je ne 
comprends pas, au moins je me devine. 

♦ Probably the bouse in BoltoiY'Row, which Mr. V^sey 
had quitted. 
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Love and best wishes to Mrs. Handcock and 
Mr. Vcsey. My respects when you see her to 
Lady Drogheda. Let me hear from you soon pray. 
I have not any frank to dear. Lady Dartrey. I am 
sorry for you that Mr. Walpole is not likely to be 
of your parties next winter. For myself, I have 
no wish beyond the inhabitants, et de terns en tems, 
our select and comoion firiends. Miss Cooper tcdks 
of a hope of seeing you, for which she expresses 
a most earnest desire : but whether poor soul she 
will be able to come to town, is I fear very doubt- 
fill. She mentions your being removed to Ilam»- 
gate, but as you do not, I naturally suppose she 
is misinformed. Adieu ! my dear friend ; I cannot 
help hoping I shall have another sight of you b^>rt 
you leave tiiis country* God bless you. 
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LETTER CLIX. 

Deal, Jtme 5, 1784# 

It was not possible fcir me to write to you 
yesterday : and nothing but a very strong inclina*- 
ti(Ki could tempt me, unwell as I am^ to write to 
you to day. But, my dearest Mrs^ Vesey, I 
know yoyi will wish to hear that I am got safe to 
the end of my journey, of which, thank God, I 
can inform you : but I cannot render my Letter 
amusing by the recital of any strange adventures. 
As I had not set my hea^ upon being robbed quite 
so much as you did, on our return from Hampton, 
I was not much disappointed by meeting nobody 
upon the road, whom, even you, could have con- 
jured into a highwayman, except one fat gentleman 
with a portmanteau buckled before him. The day 
was very favorable to me in respect to tiie heat : 
indeed I scarcely ever felt more intense cold ; and 
there was not a ray of sunshine to enliven the pros- 
pects. 

I ndver stopt except to change the chaisd, &c. 
till I got to Canterbury, so probably you may exult 
to think how often I regretted the refusal of your 

kind 
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hiild otfcr 6t a pye/ However I Kept my§elf fi'om 
etarving by the help of some good bitter penny 
plumb cakes. At Gantierbury I spent twd qui^t 
pleasant hours with a friefad, who retr^hed me with 
tbfFee in a little gotbic abode, shaded by trees^ 
which I think you would admire as ttiucTi as I do *^ 
Her house is one of the few remaining original 
buildings^ which surroimd the venerable Cathedra^ 
t^nd it is totally uns^ophisticated by ss^hed windowi^, 
W any bthfer modern fopjiery. 

I got to Deal about eight o^clock^ and passed 
the melancholy Church yard which conceals the dear 
iriend f, who always used to welcdme my return 
\vith looks and expression of the most cordial af** 
fectidn^ and heartfelt kiivdness. You will easily 
Imagirtte how very much I must feel the sad va^ 
tancy, that hefr loss makes me experience in this 
place J' but she I dottbt not is reaping the fruits of 
a well speiit^ life i arid I mdll not repine, for Heaven 
graciously has still ispated me many and very great 
comforts. 1: have kispt myself as much employed as 
^osfetfete, ta banish painful reflections : and hope 
fioon to be aite to reyoice in hei^ happiness i^ith a 
tess^' paijtful sense of my own heavy loss. I f6mi(J 

* A small appendage to the Deanery, in ^hich Mrs*Blomer, 
jdaughter to a Prebendary of- Canterbury, and one of Mr% 
Carter's earliest friends, resided. 

+ Mrs. Underdown, a very amiable aud excellent woman. 

VOL. ivt Z all 
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all my family, I thank God, very well. The Dr. 
and Mrs. Pennington made me a flying visit yester- 
day ; but I hppe next week to see them in a more 
comfortable way, and in less hurry. 

And now is the time, my dear Mrs. Vesey, to 
return my best thanks to you and Mr. Vesey, and 
Mrs. Handcock, for all your kindness, and the 
iinany very happy days, and delightful hours, which 
you sro indulgently allowed me to spend with you 
during the last winter. God grant we may see as 
much of each other the next. In the mean time I 
will hope for a sight of you all when you are at 
Margate, and I will give you just such a little din- 
•ner as you were so good as to be pleased with, and 
eat witli me last summer. CoHiing to see fpslks in 
a /i/lf/e way must make ja pleading variety to your 
lusual mode of life; so I . beg yqu .will come here 
land change your every day scene, as often as you 
£nd yourself inclined ; you will be certain tOifind a 
ieart rgoiced to see, and proud, to entertain you 

with its best,, not only food, but affections. ; v 

*' ■ i. 

.When you «ee Miss Hamilton *, be so good, with 
Biy love, to tell her I will write to her very soon, 
jitid pray . let ine hear from you very soon, God 
bless you, my very dear friend* 






* Now Mi^. Dickeason; 
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LETTiER CLX. 

* • 

Deil> Mi^ 10, ifiix 

It does tny heart good, liiy d^ar firiendi 
that you so kindly regret the absence of oiie, who 
Is so far entitled to your remembrance, as shd 
always recollects with tender affection and gratitude 
those hours which she passes wdth so heartfelt aii 
enjoyn>ent ill your society ^ You cannot imagine — 
yes, hut I hope you can— how happy you made me, 
by the hope of our meeting in town nekt winter- 
Many winters beneath the stars, neither bf us cart 
expect to see : but whatever be the number which 
it pleases God to allow us, may we spend togethei'^ 
and by every mutual assistance of virtuous friend- 
ship, lendeavour to improve them so as to enliven 
our hopes of meeting again, after the few short 
dark days are past, in those bright regions, where 
."The sun shall no more go down, nor the mooa 
withdraw her light" 

What a picture did you draw of the death of 
J)Oor Lady H ■ ! Such a ci3nclueion df a life 
so spent is awfully striking ! The meditation oh 
»o terrible an event ought to iexeite the most 

« a lively 
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lively gratitude of all who have been so fortunate 
tis to be educated in happier and right principles, 
and placed out of the reach of such fearful tempta* 

s 

tions ; and shptrfd quicken - their attention to act 
suitably to their advantages. 

Lord and Lady Dartrey must, I am sure, have 
suffered greatly from their view of that shocking 
tJuel*. It is dreadful to see how an indulgence of 
pride and revenge transforms human creatures into 
demons. 

Why \tould you not tell me how you liked tlic 
elegy 1 transcribed for you in my last Letter? Per- 
haps you thought the first lines a concetto; but con- 
sider that a concetto never touches the Keairt, sis 
surely these lines do. 

When do you come to IMargate ? Tlie weather 
now is delightful, neither too hot nor too cold, just 
fit for travelling, ami enjoying the sea side. My 
love to dear Mrs. Handcock, and do pray tell Mr^ 
Vesey I have got some chickens fattening 5 son in- 
tention ; if he will do therti and ^le the- fevour to 
come and eat them. Be so good as to procure a 
frank for the enclosed Letter for Mrs. Henry, and 
«end it to the post. When I last had the pleasure 

♦ A duel which took place near an ion where they a ccWeiH 
tally were, and which Lord Dartrey in vain endeavoured to 
prevent. It ended in the death of one of the parties* The 
•ther was tried for it some years after arid acquitted. 
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of heaping from her, she talked of visiting her 
friends in England next spring, who will I am sure 
all be most happy to see her. 

How could you think that it could be any secret 
that Lord and Lady Dartrcy saw the duel ? I read 
an account of their being speqtators of this unhappy 
affair, and trying to prevent it, in a newspaper : 
though it did not form so tifFecting a picture as that 
drawn by your exquisite pencil. Adieu, my dear 
friend. Pray write soon, for I long to know when 
you will be in this country, God bless you, / 






LETTER CLXI. 

Deal, Juli/ 30, ' 1784; 

t 

Indeed, my dear Mrs. Vesey, I have 
often longed to thank you all for your very kind 
visit, but my wretched head has been so thoroughly 
uncomfortable almost every day since I saw you, as 
rendered me quite unfit for writing. It is this morn- 
ing almost as bad as it can be, but coute qu'il coute 
I must tell you how sensibly I feel the kindness of 
your Letter, and moreover give you what intelli- 
gence 



gence I can of our friends. Lady Dartrey is yoii 
know a very idle correspondent; but I had the 
pleasure of hearing not long since that she was quite 
recovered, from Miss Hamilton. 

I had a Letter from Mrs. jMontagu about ten 
days ago, dated the 15th, she was then on her 
road, in most delightful health and spirits, travel- 
ling over hill and dale in a whisky, the next envi-t 
able conveyance to a hippogriph *. . The narne of 
her northern abode is Deqton, near Newcastle, 
Mrs. Feilding is at Lord Winchelsea's, in Charles- 
street, going to inoculate her little boy. All the 
rest of your frinds, that I have any correspondr 
ence with, ^ve quite well. 

I believe you have drawn a very strong likeness 
of Lady Mary Coke. I congratulate you on the 
ficquisition. Pray had my friend, whom you so 
handsomely drive off in a post-chaise, any name ? 
Ao4 what is it ? I feared by Lady Herries's acr 
count of herself that her health was in a very bad 
state ; but as she has always found relief from the 
sea, I hope it will now have its usual effect 

I perfectly agree with you that it is ^ very defecr 
%ive description of the sea, that is confined merely 
to }t s utility; but indeed the idea of utility ought 

• The animal half horse half griffin, which carrie^l Astol- 
pliO| io Arip^to* 

to 
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to extend much beyond the necessities of corporeal 
existence. It is a striking instance of the wisdom 
and goodness of our beneficent Creator, that he has 
adapted the universe to every part of our compo- 
sition: that while we are surrounded by objects 
which are so admirably formed for the supply of the 
exigencies of our animal and social nature, they 
arc decorated with such a profusion of sublime and 
beautiful scenery as charm the imagination, and 
afford a noble entertainment to the highest faculties 
of the souL 

We have been in great agitation in this place on 
account of a murder committed on Monday last, at 
a place about two or three miles from this place*' 
The utmost activity and diligence has been exerted 
to find the murderer, and I am glad to say they have 
succeeded. He wa.s for some hours last night 
under examination by my brother, who sent him to 
jail. The subject of this dreadful affair was a poor 
young woman, who w as walking to Sandwich with 
a bundle. The wretch threw her into a ditch in 
order to rob her, and there she was smothered. A 
boy about thirteen years old saw the whole transact 
tioUj ^.nd gave a very clear account of it : bqt waa 
so sadly ignorant in other respects, that my brother 
could not administer an oath to him. However 
there will be sufficient evidence, from a handker- 
chief that was found gn the prisoner, which the 

poor 
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ppor mother of the girl swore to be h^v's. He was 
exhorted to confess ; but answered he would confess 
only to God. He attempted to prove an alibi : 
but was seen by so many people near the ^imc at 
this place, that there seems no doubt of his person, 
which is marked very strongly by a wound on his 
cheek, which he received in the engagement with 
the Ville de Paris. He is a Dane, but was in pur 
fleet *. I have writ you a long story, but we talk 
of nothing else. And have only room to add, God 
bless you all. 






LETTER CLXII. 

Peal, Jug. 21, 1784, 

• I ■ ■ 

It I was possessed of that magic waijd 
ivitb which you compliment me, I should certainly 
wave it, my dear friend, to produce a carriage, to 
convey you through the air, or on the surface of a 

♦ lie was convidted at the assizes at Maidstone and hanged. 
There could be no doubt of his guilt, and, unless theeditoi'i^ 
fi^emory (jcceives ]\m^ he poufes^ed it after his tri^L 

eroooth 
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fimooth wave, to prevent your being shaken by the 
jumble of a terrestrial vehicle, and then I might 
hope to receive ydii all once more in my little 
quiet abode. It is mortifying to think of your be- 
ing within sixteen miles of me, without seeing you ; 
but I rely on your kindness, that you would give 
me that pleasure, if it was not absolutely inconve- 
nient to you, and I will not teize you by solicita- 
tions. ^ Indeed the days are now so much short- 
ened, that such an expedition would be of little 
comfort on either side ; and I can scarcely wish you 
%o undertake it, unless you could bestow more days 
on me than one. In that case I could accommo- 
date you with two beds, and I am sure I need not 
^ay how happy I should be to have you beneath 
my roof. So if you can bring this scheme to bear, 
I will endeavour to procure a room for Mr. Vesey 
at a private house close by. If I must renounce 
the hope of seeing you here, like you, I will look 
' forward to our meeting next winter, and God grant 
it may be happily ! 

Have you read Captain Cook's last vayages ? I 
have just finished them. The description of the 
pavage inhabitants of the southern climates is a fine 
elpge of a state of nature^ of which one species of 
philosophers is fond of speaking in such rapturous 
terms ! I was heartily glad to take my leave of these 
barl^af ians, and tp find myself among the harmless 

gentle 
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gentle contented race, that dwell on the borders of 
the artic circle. Placed on the shore of a frozen 
ocean, surrounded by mountains of perennial snow, 
listening to the howl of stormy winds, the bellow- 
ing of sea horses, and the growl of hungry bears, 
these poor people think no country under heaven so 
highly favoured as their own. Favoured in one re- 
spect indeed they eminently are, as they enjoy the 
blessings of a mild government, and the illumina- 
tion of the Christian religion. Ever since I read 
this account, I have felt a very high respect for the 
Riissians, to whose humanity and instructions the 
inhabitants of Kamtschatka owe their inestimable 
advantages, 

I am glad you have the pleasure of the society of 
the Duchess Dowager of Pgitland at Margate. 
I will trouble you to give my most respectful com- 
pliments to her Grace the first time you see her. 

I hope, as you do not mention your teeth, that 
the dentist has finished all his terrible operations, 
aad that you are now enjoying the good effects of 
them. I rejoice to hear so good an account of Mr. 
Vesey's healtli, and beg my best wishes to him for 
his further improvement. I am content that he 
shall hob and nob with the sea nymphs at Margate, 
provided he remembers his engagements to me in 
Clarges-street in the winter. My love* to dear 
Mrs. Handcock. My frietid Mrs. Cosnan is at 

Margate; 
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Margate : have you got acquainted with, her? I 
have for a long course of years been greatly in- 
debted to her affection. She was a daughter of Sir 
Thomas D'Aeth, and except one family, the first 
person in this county, who honoured me with any 
particular notice. Adieu, my dear friend, if I am 
not to have the pleasure of seeing you again, or in- 
deed if I am to be made so happy, I beg you will 
write to me as often as ever you can* God bless 
ypu. Good night. 



LETTER CLXIIL 

Deal, Aug. 28, 1784. 

Your \Vriting to me, my dearest Mrs, 
Vesey, at a time when your mind was agitated and 
opprest, was giving me a very kind testimony of 
your friendship. People impart their joys at ran* 
dom, but in any distress we wish to repose our sor- 
rows in some heart on whose sympathy we can 
depend. 

Quandi piu tra gli affanni altri si duole 
J^ajT ichc de' can suvi pii^ si rammQDti, 

£ beuchc 
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.t benchc sicn lontani, il dolor suole 
Con forte fantasia farli present!. 
Medihanio gli affetti, e le parole 
Onde ci renderian lievi i tormenti, 
£ con quei sensi in lor persona esspressi 
FcDsiamo a lore, e consoliamo noi stcssi. 

Every body, at some time or other, has felt this^ 
but Carlo Maggi expresses it so much better, tiiat X 
could not help making this long quotation. 

It gave me great joy to find by tihe latter part of 
your Letter, that your terrors were removed about 
Mr. Vesey, His disorder was probably an effect of 
this uncommon weather, which scarcely any coa- 
stitution can stand. I am heartily sorry for the mis- 
fortune which has befallen poor Thomas, and for 
the distress so Hielan^holy an aecident must have oc- 
casioned in your family. Are you acquainted with 
any of the governors of St. Luke's Hospital ? This 
was instituted some years ago, as a relief to the ruin- 
ous expences of Bedlam ; and tliie late Admiral 
Smith, who I think was one of the governors^ told 
me that great care was. taken of the unhappy pati^ 
ents. It will be worth your enquiring after, if tlie 
poor man continues in his. miserable state. I honor 
the rest of the servants for their tenderness to him, 
which 1 should not have doubted, even if yoa had 
not named it, from every thing that I have ever seen 
of them, 

' • •- ' V ^ Pray 
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Piiay Ti-ish Mrs. Hughes joy for me of her son's 
promotion, which I thank you for mentioning. 
Mrs. Cosnan's relation t6 Sir Cloudesley Shovel is, 
that h6 was second husband to her grandmbther. 
This Lady, by her first husband, had tvvo sons, 
Sir 'John and Sir James Narborough, These young 
gentlemen went, I believe, as volunteers with their 
father-in-law, Sir C. Shovel, and perished with him 
in that fatal expedition; and their fortune came to 
their sister, Lady D'Aeth, w^ho was ]\IrS. Cosnan's 
mother. I have hearc} that somebody to whom Sir 
Thomas D'Aeth once showed the monument erected 
to these unfortunate young men, on reading the iu- 
cription said — " It is a bad wind, Sir Thomas, that 
blows nobody any good *." 

In my morning vieiv of the sea, I look towards 
the point of the North Foreland, with the tenderest 
afFectioh, arid most cordial good wishes. Do, pray, 
my dear friend, let me very often know how you 
£0 on. Pray tell Mr. Vesey, with my best com- 

*,Sir Thpn)a« had marmd the sister of Sir John Narbo- 
rough, and after the unfortunate end of him and his brother 
James, (whom ISIrs, Carter by mistake calls Sir James) became 
entitled in her right to the Knolton estate. The monument al- 
luded tb'is in Knolton church, and on it is represented a ship 
in a 9toi;m driving on the rocks, in memory of Sir Cloudesley 
Shovel!^ shipwreck with them on the rocks of Scilly, Oct. 22, 
1707. ' 

S pliments, 
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pliments, that we had two balloon philosophers here 
yesterday, one of whora was the famous Mr. 
Blanchard, who examined the South Foreland, to 
see if it was a proper spot from which Mpngolfier 
might in October set off in his aerial vehicle, and 
fly over the sea to Calais ;*they quite approved it. — 
These gentlemen then set out yesterday for Dieppe 
to prepare some necessary materials for the balloon 
that is to set off from Lord Foley's garden. Adieu^ 
my dearest friend. Every happiness attend you. 



LETTER CLXIV. 

Deal, Oct. 12, 1784. 

As Mr. Vesey has no appearance of being 
particularly ill, I hope his complaints arise from 
the great change in the weather, which must be op- 
pressively hot to all who cannot venture to pass 
most part of the day in the open air, at least in the 
draught of open doors and windows. 

It grieves me, my dear friend, to find your spirits^ 
are in so low a state ; mine are not very well ca}cu>- 
iated at present to endeavour to raise ttecnr;' yet I 

spdnt 
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spent the last week very pleasantly. I past two 
days with my nephew at Eastry *. 1 rejoice very 
mueh in your favorable opinion of him, which in- 
deed he deserves, for he is a most valuable young 
man. His life is irreproachable, and I am told by 
all who have been witnesses to it, for I have not 
had that satisfaction myself, that he performs the 
«acred duties of his profession with the greatest 
propriety and reverence. He talked to me with 
great delight of the day which he passed at 
Margate. 

From Eastry Mrs. Cosnan sent for me to Wing- 
ham, where I staid three days. The weather was 
so beautifully fine that we passed many hours in the 
garden, or sitting on a bench at the end of the 
grove, near a sweet stream, soothed by the gentle 
fall of the water over a little cascade, and we never 
returned to the house till the sun had shed his last 
rays on the extremity of a dark walk of thick trees. 
I often secretly, and sometimes openly, wished for 
you* Mrs. Cosnan regretted her having seen so 
little of you whilst she was at Margate. There 
was forinerly a religious foundation at Wingham. 
The hduse is supposed to have belonged to the 
superior:' It is divided by a noble great halU 

• The Editors elder brother, the Rev. Thomas Pennington, 
llectttr of Thorley, in Herts, and of Kingsdown;i in Kent. 

Many 
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Many of the apartments are modernized, but the 
garden front retains a good deal of its ancient go- 
thic form. Mr. Cosnan has new-furnished some ojf 
lh6 rooms with such an elegant simplicity, so to- 
tally void of all glaring ornamentS; that I am sure 
it would deliglift. the justness of your taste. 

While I was at Wingham I received a mefe^ge 
from Mr. Pulteney, saying he would cail on me* 
He entered the room, and from behind him sprung 
Miss Pulteney, arid flevv up to me with such a na* 
tural vivacity of atfection that would have made 
you love her. It was a perfect surprize to me^ for 
I did not know Mr. Puiteiifey was gone for, her. 
Yyiij riiy dear friend, who are always so fond of 
ftrid kinci 10 young people, I hope you willy vVben 
J^ou go to town, give her an opportunity jof waiting 
oivyou. Thfe being iiitrodiioed into polite dnd im^ 
^ro^ittg Society ^l^ill'^be the best means of formitig 
her liha^lfters, and this advanta^ she can scarcely 
have n^et with in a convent; I am sure you wiH 
love hfer when you know her, but at present she iS| 
ivith strangers, timidity personified. 

When I last heard fronpi Mrs. Montagu she -gave 
ftie a most cotnfortable account of her health* She 
has again been -^ ti'avelling over hill and dale, in a 

I 

whiskey. I am heartily glad that the loss of her 
companies has nbt prevented her taking this -exer- 
cise/ which L believe is of very great conseqtiencA 

to 
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to her health, and which I was very fearful she 
would have given up. 

I have not the honor of being acquainted with 
the Dean of Canterbury any otherwise than by his 
character, which I exceedingly respect, as he is 
universally well spoken of as a remarkably good 
man *. Pray assure Mr. Vesey of my best wishes 
f©r the amendment of his health. It is very un- 
lucky that you have no acquaintance left at Mar* 
gate, as society and friendly chit-chat would very 
much tend to make him forget some of liis com- 
plaints. 

My Ibve to dear Mrs. Handcock* Adieu, my dear i 
friend. I have been a very poor animal all day, 
but you seemed so anxiously to wish I. would write 
soon that I could resist no longer, though fully 
aware nothing can be more stupid ; and in return 
for this effort I entreat you to write to me as often 
as you possibly can. You well know how very de* 
lightful a conversation with you, even by Letter, 
when it cannot be di viva voce, is to the heart of 
her who truly loves you. 

* Dr. Home, afterwards Bishop of Norwich) a man who 
liad few equals in Jearuing, piety, and sweetness of manners. 
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LETTER CLXV. 

Deal, Oct, 29, 1/84^ 

As I heard you were &o soon to leave 
Margate, I deferred thanking you, my dearest Mrs. 
Vesey, for your very kind Letter, or rather billet, 
till I could welcome you on your return to Clarges- 
street, where, at the end of about two months, I 
hope for the happiness of spending many a delight- 
ful day and hour with you. Indeed it has been 
very mortifying to me, that at the distance of so 
few miles I should have seen very little more of 
you than if you had been on the other side of SL 
George^s Channel. My only consolation has been 
the flattering myself that you woulc;! have come 
oftcner to me if you could. * 

Though I have always honored you for having 
the simplicity of a little child, I could with a hearty 
good will whip you for having its imprudence, and 
making yourself sick with unripe fruit. A friend of 
mine, who is now here, complains of just the same 
forge in her stomach as you do, but instead of ex- 
cess, erred by abstemiousness, and took it into 
her head to live upon milk like a cat ; so that when 

she 
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she first came here she was so wes^ that I was 
quite alarmed. By being prevailed upon to return 
to the diet of other Christian creatures, to my great 
comfort she has astonishingly recovered her strength 
and looks. . As to perfect health, it belongs neither 
to her, nor you, nor me ; and therefore all we have 
to do is, without fretting or struggling, to submit 
humbly aqd with quiet resignation to our lot, and be 
very thankful to the great Dispenser of all mercies 
that it is no worse. Let us with gratitude look 
around us and we shall see, for one as well ofl^ 
twenty equally^ nay, perhaps more deserving, in a 
muck more uncomfortable situation than ourselves ; 
and these thoughts ought to make us bear our 
trifling infirmities with patience, and resign all into 
his hands who knows what is best for us. 

Though winter had not put on hjs fur mantle 
when you wrote, his warmest clothing has since, I 
am sure, been scarcely sufficient to secure him 
against the cold, which -has for some days been more 
intense tlian almost I ever remember it without frost. 

I have had the comfort of Mrs. Douglas with me 
for a much shorter time than I could have wished, 
but I could not be so selfish to endeavour to dis- 
suade her from accepting a very convenient and 
pleasant conveyance to town with Mr. and the Miss 
Chalifes. You, who love young people, would I 
think by very much delighted with these sweet in- 

A a g jaocent 



356 

nocent girls*, who, with very gteat information 
iand high accomplishments, are totally free from all 
airs and affectation. They have a moist excellent 
cxahiple in their charming mother, whom I knew be- 
fore they were born, and who certainly is la raison 
nieme. Do not stare aqd be scandafized at this des- 
cription, for I assure you she is entirely free from 
the severity and superciliousness which too often 
acconipanles. so regular a character when it is not 
softened by so sweet a temper, and such sound 
principles as operate on the whole behaviour of 
Mrs. Chalie. I am happy to say she stays a little 
longer with us, for the sake of sea-bathing, to 
which Dr. Douglas ordered her, and from which 
she has already received great benefit. 

Do pray let me know very soon how you all do. 
Adieu, my dear friend ; God bless and protect you, 
and keep Mr. Vesey in the tolerable health he at 
present enjoys. 

* The eldest of these young ladies married Mr. Skreene, a 

* Somersetshire gentleman, by whom she left an only son ; the 

younger 'married Mr. Garthshore, afterwards a Lord of the 

Admiralty. Both are now deceased, but their excellent «nd 

anitble mother still survives. 
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LETTER CLXVL 
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Deal, Jvne 7, 1785. 

As you will immediately guess the reason, 
poy dearest Mrs. Vesey, why I did not acquaint you 
with the day of my leaving town, I will make no 
apology for an omission that you will I am sure feel 
as it was meant, as a proof of my affection. It 
was a great satisfaction to me that I was not 'ob- 
liged to leave you till you could admit the visits of 
your other friends, which I hope you now do. 

The sad suspence which rendered tranquillity im- 
practicable is now over, and every unnecessary in- 
dulgence and voluntary aggravation of grief will 
help to prevent that resignation and submission 
which 1 am sui^e you are persuaded U an absolute 
duty. Endeavour then, my dear friend, to give 
the most unequivocal proof of acquiescence in the 
divine appointment, by enjoying with cheerful gra- 
titude the .many blessings which are istiU allotted 
you. 

I heartily thank you for that confidence in ray 
affection, from which you have allowed me to 
share the melancholy days which you have lately 
spent. If it pleases God to continue us yet a fefw 

yee^m 
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years longer in the world, I hope and trust we shall 
spend many cheerful days together. In this wish I 
most sincerely include dear Mrs. Handcock, to 
whom I beg my most affectionate love *. 

When you see Mr. Walpole, be so good as to 
make my kindest compliments to him, and let him 
know how much I regretted being out when he was 
80 good as to call on me. Do pray write me just a 
line or two, as no information about you can be 
half so satisfa^ctory as from yourself, and I do not 
think that writing to me can possibly do you any 
hurt. Adieu, my dear friend. God preserve and 
support you. 



LETTER CLXVII. 

Estray, June l6, 1785. 

Many thanks to you, my dear friend, 
for kindly givmg me the comfort of receiving an 
account of you from your own hand. Your ob- 

• This consolation relates to the death of Mr. Vesey, which 
had taken place before Mrs. Carter left London. 

9 servations 
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servatibns on the consequences of lortg life imist b6 
felt by every heart, and I experienced it deeply on 
my return to Deal, where I lived for many years in 
a large circle of relations and friends. Of all wb5 
once used to greet me with looks and expressibnsi 
of cordial love and affection, not one remained: 
some were removed by absence, and others were 
for ever separated from all human connection mth 
me by the grave. There are occasions when such 
changes will and ought to be felt, but it is our own 
fault if they deprive us of the general comforts of 
life. Perfect happiness was evidently not designed 
to be our lot beneath the sun, but the divine good- 
ness has mixed the evils of life with so great a pro^ 
j)orlion of good as will compose our minds info 
cheerful content, if we do not frustrate its gracious 
intentions by an unwarrantable indulgence and by 
a voluntary aggravation of our grief* Endeavour 
then, my dear friend, with all your might to avoid 
every unnecessary recollection of painful subjects, 
and by the blessing of God, I trust your future life 
may pass smoothly on in tranquillity and comfort. 

Pray assure Mr. Walpole of my affectionate re- 
membrance, and thank him from me for his very 
kind attention to you and dear Mrs. Handcock. I 
rejoice that he has prevailed on you to take the air, 
whi«h is one of the best mechanical helps for the 
recovery of your spirits. — Do pray l^t pie hear 
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from you as often as you can, and let me know 
every particular of your situation, in which I am 
sure you must be sensible how tenderly I am inter* 
ested. 

I came to this place on Monday, and am to re- 
turn to Deal to-morrow. I feel great comfort in 
being situated so near the Doctor and my sister 
Pennington : their faniily are a great delight and 
pleasure to me : my nephews promise to be a com- 
fort to our declining age, which must amply repay 
to their parents the trouble and anxiety they have 
caused them *. This is a very sweet village, and 
all the country round it very beautiful, but the 
weather is at present very unfavorable to my ram- 
bles. Very near this house is a spot, on which 
stood a palace of some of our Saxon Kings t, and 
at two miles distance a village, once dedicated to 
Woden, and which still retains his name;);, Hap^ 

* The Editor hopes ho shall be excused for observing, in 
justice to his brother and himself, that this expression has no 
reference to ^ny other trouble and anxiety than that which 
parents so excellent and affectionate must naturally have felt 
for the welfare of their children during the important period 
of their youth and education. 

•f The mansion-house of Eastry-Court, 

J The village of Woodnesborough, supposed to be a corrup* 
tion of Woodensborough. A high artificial mount is still re- 
maining near the church, which has been thought to be con- 
nected with the worship of the Saxon idoU 

pUy 



pily the wild and barbarous rites, by which this 
idol was formerly celebrated, are now converted 
into the reasonable and gentle devotion of a Chris- 
tian church, which stands on a rising ground, and 
commands one of the finest views imaginable. 

My very affectionate love to dear Mrs. Handcock. 
All this family desire to be remembered to you both 
in the kindest and most affectionate manner. Adieu, 
my dear friend. Be good and write soon. God 
bless and preserve you. 



LETTER CLXVIII. 

Deal, June 11, I78f. 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my dearest 
Mrs. Vesey, for so kindly complying with my re- 
quest. Pray never think of throwing away a pen 
that is still capable of giving your fiiends so much 
pleasure, and pray do not fancy you write unintel- 
ligibly, for 1 met with not the least difficulty in 
reading your welcome Letter. Indeed my heart 
would have been a considerable loser if it had not 
perfectly comprehended your dear lamentations 
Qvcr the empty chair. I look forward with delight- 
ful hope to the prospect of resuming my claim to it 
Dcxt winter. 

Fye 
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Fye upon ILord M ! What business had he 

to expose a life of so high reputation, and so vali^- 
able to his friends, in a duel ? One pities a young 
officer, who is drawn into this abominable practice, 

but the courage of Lord M had been sufficiv 

ently proved*; I rejoice, however, that by all ac- 
counts he is so likely to do well. 5urely in this in- 
ventive age some means might be found to transfer 
the point of honor to something less destructive, 
since it is the point of honor it seems that is to 
usurp the right of principle, and to regulate human 
actions.— Apropos of the point of honor. I have 
just been reading in an ancient account of India, 
that the women there were remarkably chaste, un- 
less the gallant was able to present them with an 
elephant ; and this temptation was considered as so 
very irresistible, that in that case a lady might sa- 
crifice her virtue without forfeiting her character. 
This sounds very ridiculous, but it seems the riding 
upon an elephant is in that country a mark of die 
highest dignity. Do not you wish that the point of 
honor in this country likewise consisted in yielding 
to no other temptation ? For as elephants are. not so 
easily imported as Norway rats, there mi^t be a 
good chance of starving the proctors. 

♦ Perhaps Lord Macartney, if this was the date of his duel 
with General Stuart, Mrs. Carter knew him, and had a high 
respect for iiim. 

Do 
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Da pray get to Tunbridge as soon as the town 
grows €inp1y, and the heat and dust intolerable. 
Let me hear from yourself very soon, and do tell 
me all you are doing, have done, and mean to do, 
I wish you would have told me I might enclose my 
Letters to the Bishop ef St Asaph. * Adieu, my 
dear friend. Love to Mrs. Handcock. 



LETTER CLXIX;. 

Deal, Sept. 10, 17S6. 

It was rather a surprize to me, my dear 
Mrs. Vesey, to find by a Letter from Miss Bowdler 
that you most iniquitously reproach me for not writr 
ing, whereas I apprehend the complaint to be en- 
tirely on the other side of the question. I wrote to 
you long since, and never have received any answer 
from you; and ahead almost perpetually aching 
gives, one very little inclination to write two Letters 
for one. I should indeed have got over this diffi- 
culty if I had not had frequent opportunities of 
hearing of you, though you were so graceless never 
to let me heaxfrom you. 

Miss Bowdler tells me you want to hear some- 
thing of dear Lady Cremorne. I had a Letter 

from 
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from her a few days ago, in which she told me she 
had laid aside her scheme of going to Tunbridge, 
and was advised to carry her sweet little, girl into 
Wales to drink govts' whey. I thought you must 
have heard this from Lord Cremorne, as I find he 
is at Tunbridge. God grant that the journey into 
Wales may be of service to the dear child. My 
heart aches at the description which this truly affec- 
tionate mother gives me of the delicate state of her 
darling's health. 

I am glad to find you have at length taken your- 
self and dear Mrs. Handcock out of the suffocation 
and solitude of London. I hope you will find the 
pure air and pleasant society of Tunbridge much 
better for your spirits than breathing the thick 
smoke of London, and listening to the scream of 
forty a penny ripe pears. 

Mrs. Douglas has been with me about six weeks, 
and I hope is considerably better than when she 
first came. This rough weather very much affects 
her rheumatism and gout, which reconciles me to 
parting with her, for fear our boisterous climatfe as 
the season advances might make her worse. Dr. 
Douglas has just taken a very pleasant airy house 
in Saville-row, two very essential points for my 
sister, who can so very seldom, from her dreadful 
health, leave her home. 

I beg, 
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I beg, my dear friend, that you will drink a mo- 
derate quantity of the Tunbridge waters, which I 
am persuaded will be of use both to your health 
and spirits. Of all medicines, mineral waters have 
the fairest chance of doiiig good ; very unlike the 
productions of artificial chemistry, the composition 
is formed by an unerring hand, and every ingredient 
is mixed in due proportion. 

My love to dear Mrs. Handcock. I write this 
witha morst sad and confused aching head, but I 
was unwilling to lose the opportunity of sending it 
to London by Mrs. Douglas. Do pray write soon. 
—No, you will not. I grieve, but cannot help it; 
and whether you write or not, I must be most affec- 
tionately your's, and equally pray for every blessing 
to attend you. 
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Deal, Oct. 6, 17B6. 

It is with regret, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
that I direct my answer to your kind Letter to 
Clarges-street, as I greatly wished you to have 

stayed 
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stayed some time longer at Tunbridge, and tfied the^ 
further effects of the waters, which not only I but 
Mrs. Montagu thought might be very beneficial to 
your health. Indeed, if we must not hope for any 
more favorable weather than we have had for the 
last three or four days, you may, I think, congra* 
tulate yourself in being comfortably fixed in your 
winter quarters, where in little more than two 
months I shall hope to take again possession of 
my comfortable chair, and spend many happy dnys 
with you and dear Mrs. Handcock. 

I now sit listening to the whistling wiqd, the 
dashing rain, and the roaring billows. I might 
have been entertained with the gayer amusements 
of a social dinner, to which I was invited to-day, 
but my head prevented me firom going. To an ach- 
ing head all pleasures languish, except such as can 
be enjoyed without exertion, amidst; the stillness of 
solitude, and the indulgence of and^bow chair. 
How thankful ought I to feel that these alleviations 
are mine, instead of such a condition of life as 
would have subjected me to hard labour in a lower 
situation, or to the equally fatiguing task of splen- 
did slavery in a higher. 

I had last week the pleasure of a party of our 
friends from Margate. The Miss Clarkes, and Mr. 
Walker, and his niece, who all seemed vei^y well. 
They were so good as to breakfast with me, but 

the 
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die season is too far advanced for them to think of 
spending the day here. I hope they felt no incon- 
venience from a most furious hurricane, or rather 
whirlwind, which happened I think before they 
could have reached Margate, and was felt very 
violentjry here. Happily it lasted only a few mi- 
nutes, for it seemed as if it would tear earth and 
sea up by the roots. Indeed we have had a great 
deal of very stormy weather, but intermixed with 
some sweet, tranquil, i autumnal days. 

I am just returned from spending a most happy 
and comfortable week at Eastry, where I had a few 
days of the delightful weather just mentioned, which 
1 fully enjoyed in rambling about. I took a solitary 
walk one evening to a church about two miles dis- 
tant, and sat myself down upon the pedestal of a 
dial, to survey a prospect with which I thbk you 
would have been charmed. Before me was a most 
beautiful landscape of hill and dale, woodland and 
open field. Opposite to this the spires of a distant 
town *, terminated by a long extent of calm blue 
sea, and the white cliffs of the isle of Thanet. On 
another side was a rough romantic mount, which 
sunk abruptly into a deep woody dell f. — Now do 

* Sandwich. 

t This is the mount of Woodnesborough, mentioned before, 
from the church -yard of which village is the' varied and beau- 
tiful prospect which Mrs, Carter describes, 

not 
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toot think I have been playing one of yout* tricks, 
and describing places and things formed only in 
your own brilliant imagiiiation ; for I really and 
truly did see all that I have endeavoured to des-- 
cribe. I wbh I could complete it by sending you 
an epitaph, much beyond the common style of 
church-yard poetry, but it required more time than 
the setting sun would allow me to make out some 
of the lines, which were almost effaced by time. . 

I always leave Eastry with regret ; 'tis a most 
favorite spot of mine, and it joys, my heart to see 
my sister and her family so h^ppy and comfortable* 
Poor soul ! she has but one drawb^^ck, and we must 
all have a spmething, . or we should be too much 
astached to this world, which is not meant for our 
abiding place ; I mean her constant bad health, 
which with increasing years produces increasing in- 
firmities. I thank God she was tolerable while I 
was there, and we enjoyed the beauties of the fine 
autumnal evenings on a pretty little lawn they have^ 
for her health does not allow of long walks. 

Miss Bowdler gave me the comfort of hearing 
that Lord Cremorne had had good accounts of 
Miss Dawson while he was at Tunbridge. I long 
to hear that she keeps mending. Adieu, my dearest 
friend. I will love you very dearly if you will let 
me know soon how both you and dear Mrs. Hand- 
cock do. Good night, God bless you. 

LETTER 
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. Deal, Jtf^ 16, i;^^7, 

* Ixiiiiiy^ my deafest krs: Tfe^ey,- 1 cfetf 
bear it no loilgei^; after being kceuslotii^ to' s^d 
^oM fdt so long more than once in eveiy day; yod 
Jeiave me for wh6le weeks without the leaiit inter- 
course between' us, atid I airr oMigfed to conteht? 
tflyself with tliat' is:6lftary affed:i<yh Which my hearf 
ndust retain for ybti. If rfeaf Mrs. Hand cock ever 
wrote' to 'Any body, I cistnnbt help thinMng she 
ivoutd sorrietififies wHte ' td rne, and give trife an ac- 
count both of you and oiF herself; But alasy she 
has as great an antipathy to a pen as some people 
have to a cat, so from her I can lidve no ^^^pecta- 
tions. The information which I mig^it. receive from 
any of our friends would not include half the .par- 
ticulars which I wish to know, which is iii' ^hort 
every thing relative to you^— and you cruelly lei; me 
know nothing. Do pray relent, and give me d 
complete account of yourself and dear Mrs. Hand- 
cock. I have not yet heard whether Mr. George 
Vesey is come from Gibraltar. I long to know 
Avhether he behaves to you with the kindness you 
VOL. IV. B b deserve. 
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deserve *• In short, I am too tenderly interested 
in every thing that concerns you not to wish to 
J^now every particular of your situation. 

I have noting to tell you ^hotit myself that is 
worth your hearing, for there is nothing very amu^-» 
ing in the history of an aching head and flutterbg 
i^ryes ; however, I have reason to be thankful, and 
I hopp I am, that at my age things are no worse, 
5 had lately the pleasure of a letter from Mrs. 
l^pntagjL}, in which she oppresses great delight in 
tiifs condi^^ of Mr. ^nd Mrs. Matthew Montagu, 
which sl^e ;ieems jto think bids fair for happiness. 
Gqd sepd ij: may, as that will much add to herV 
Adieu, T»y de^r f|iend : pray, pray do write to me. 
Affectionate lovp %o Mr?, IJapdcoc|j. Qod blesji 
fin4 pres^rye you ])0\h fl 



• 

f 7'he I^in4pe5s and fe^pept which Mr. Vesey shewed to his 
line le's widow has been mentioned in the Preface. 

+ Ihe Letter closed the correspondence, which Mrs.Vesey^ 
increasing infirmity made her unable to support* This cir* 
f;umstance may also perhaps account for the loss of several of 
Mre. Carter's later Letters to her, which were not foi^nd i^ tbf| 
pucel iihich contained the rest. 
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AND REI^aiRED TO IN VOL. IIL P. IK 



THE VISION. 

** ' . • 

WHILE sooth'd I listen'd to the tinkling rills 
. Thit stream from Hagley^s wood-envelop'd hills, 
.iVhere, near the limpid founts an urn is plac'd, 
' With Pope's lov'd name by weeping friendship grac'd^ 

Night's shadowy wing o'er 9II the solemn scene 

Spread soft repose, and majesty serene : 

But sudden, through the undulating air, 

Notes more than human balmy zephyrs bear ; 

B b 2 And 
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And beaming from the gloom^ like Cynthia*s light 

The Bard^ apparent^ strikes my wondering sight. 

Behold^ he cries^ that venerable oak^ 

By age yet undecay'd, by storms unbroke ; 

The noblest boast of all the sylvan race. 

Uniting perfect strength v/ith perfect grace ! 

Mark how it tow'rs above the highest grove, 

Admir'd by men, and lov'd by sovereign Jove ! 

Beneath its shade the swains. protected sing ; 

To deck its boughs their wreaths the Druids bring ; 

And hence, 9s from Dodoiia's oak, the state 

In surest oracles is told its fate ! 

But what fair myrtle near it lifts its head. 

Whose odVous leaves, by dews ambrdsial fed. 

Mild fragrance breathe o'er all this happy vale, 

Surpassing'Bleet Arabia's richest gale. 

For not alone by Cytherea's hand 

This plant is nurs'd; hi^t ^l ihp tuneful baud 

Of Muses, to refresh its verdure, bring 

The purest water of the Aonian spring. 

How sweet beneath it sound their various lays I 

Lo ! Phoebus courts its shade, and scorns the bays ! 

IjO ! mix'd with smiling loves the* traii^ 4ivine 

Of gentle virtues here their garlands twine ! 

Pallas no nK>re her once lov'd olive tends : 

To guard this nobler tree from heav'n descends. 

The pow'r of wisdom, and with firmest stay 

Supports its stem,.^ad drives each noxious blast away ! 

Here clos'd the B^rd his mystic song — his shade 
Sihrunk from my grasp, and iuto air decaj 'd, 

9 But 
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But left imprinted on my ravish'd view 
The forms of Pultney and of Montagu *. 

* The Earl of Bath and Mrs. Montagu, with whom In the summer of 
the preceding year Lord Lyttelton had been at Tunbridge ; and these verses 
were probably written soon after his return. With Lord Bath he had long 
been connected both by politics and friendship ; and he had lived for many 
years upon terms of great intimacy with Mrs. Montagu; she had indeed 
so high an esteem fur hira, that she never forgave Dr. Johnson for the con- 
temptuous manner in which he spoke of him in his " Lives of the Poets,'* 
It was during this stay at Tunbridge that Lord Lyttelton wrote those lines 
on reading Mrs. Carter's poems in manuscript, which were prefixed to them 
when printed. 
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Flowers, delight of them. III. 34, 35. 

Font^nelle, his plays, II. 65. 

Fordyce, serlnons to young women, III. 141, 

Fountain Abbey, IV. 291, 295. 

Franks, III. 239. 

F'riend, Mrs. IlL U4. 

Frieods, 
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Fiicnds, gifts from, II. 36. 

i absence felt, III. 233, 270^ 

■ ■ loss of, thoughts on, IV, 100. 

Friendship, proper foundation of» III. Zl6, 26p« 



G. 

Gardiner, Col. J. 225. 

Gaiet6, sur la, III. 65. 

Gloucester, Dr. Benson, Bishop of, I. 185* 

Goodwin Sands, trip to^ I. 5. 

Gosset, Dr. IV. 276. 

Grandison, Sir Charles, hints for, IT. &S. 

' observations upon, II. 142, 144, 

146, 148. 
Gray, Mr. the poet. III. 255. 
— his Cambridge Ode, III. 368, 369. 



Miss, anecdote of, 1. 267. 



Green-book, Miss Talbot's, I. 145. 
Greville, Mr. his publications, II. 227, 230. 
Grey, Lady Mary, I. 42. 

her kind attentions, III. 181« 

Grosvenor, Capt. I. 129. 
Guise, Duke de, I. 233. 



Habits, new in new places, IL 277. 
Hales, Sir John, I. 48. 
Handel, I. 89. 
Hanway, Mr. II. 367. 
Happiness, human, III. 373. 

" "' ' dependance on Providence for It, IV. 75. 

Hardwicke, 



GENERAL I|7D£X^ 

Hardwicke, Lord, anecdote of, III. 109« 

Hartley, Dr. I. 356. 

Havannah, surrender of, III. Ig^ 

Hawke, Sir Edward, 11.300, 

Health, perfect, not to be attained here, I* 230# 

Heart, wiser than the head. III. 385. 

Henrietta, not a good novel, IL 271 • 

Henry, Mrs. IV, 70, 74. 

Herbert, Lord, memoirs by Mr. Walpole, III. 105« 

Herodotus, I. 86. 

Heroes, scourges of Providence, I. 232, 236. 

Holdernesse, Lady, HI. 139, 143, l65. 

Home, the blessings of. III. 130, 378. 

Hopes, if innocent, ought to be indulged, III. 257. 

Howe, Mrs. III. 247. 

Howsham, Mr. Cholmley's, IV. 292. 

Human life, a true picture of, II. 237* 

Hume's English History, III. 67. 

Humility^ a treatise on, II. 358. 

Hunter, Mrs^ Margaret, III. 129y 133. 



I. 

Idleness, a great fault, U. ?l6. 

Idler, the, H. 33. 

Jeffreys, Miss, her account of Miii« Talbot, III. 197- 

Jenyns, Soamfe, IV. 16*4} 

III health, proper though.ls in. III. 231'. 

Illness, proper thoughts on, H. 257,. 29O. 

Imagination, vivid, to bccnyie^l,,IlL 263. 

its advantages,. III. 339. 

* government Qf», IV. fl 05* 

to be reguUtcd bjy r«ason,( IV. 265. 

Immortality, how deliglitful the tUougJits of, IV. 108. 

Improvement, 



6ENFRAL 1NI>FX. 

Improvement, the end of life, I. 279. 
Indolence, not to be indulged, II. 25, 2^ 

, cure for, III. 11^. 

Insignificancy, its comforts, IL 182. 
Instructor, the family, II. 551. 
Invasion, alarm of, I. 63. 

• — thoughts on, II, 221. 

Johnson, Dr. anecdote of. III. 228. 

Mr. II. 221. 

Jones, Tom, compared with Clarissa, I, 315. 
Jortin, Dr. III. 135. 
Ifish^ attachment to, IV. 45. 
Isoc rates, anecdote of. III. 285. 
Italian letters, opinion of, I. 26. 

K. 

Kent earthquake, II. 219. 
Klopstock's Messiah, III. 84. 

King George lld.'s death, and reflections on his successor, JI* 
352. 

L. 

Lambeth, II. 281. Delights of, 374 1 

111.117,136,234. 

the palace, III. 350. 

Leighton*8, Archbishop, Sermons, III. 115, 1?5. 

Leinster, Duchess of, IV. 118, 123. 

Letter-writing, III. 122, 126. 

Letters to a young nobleman, IV. 141., 

Life, journey through it compared to a ride, I. 168. 

■ ' ■ proper enjoyment of, I. 271, 

; sunny path of, I. 355 ; II. 110, 

its varying condition, III. 308* 

Lift, 



02NERAL INDEX* --r ^ 

Dfe, comforts of friendship in it, III. 385* 
■ ■ the lightness of its sufferings, IV, 19. 

private, advantages of, IV. 203. 

Lisbon, earthquake at, 11.213. 

Literal, wish to be so, II. 301. 

Livy, translation of, I. 44. 

Locke, Mr. opinion of amusements, I. l6« 

London, fondness for, II. 23« 

— reflections on, III. 173, 174. 

lx)ss of sight, fear of, III. 214*. 

Lothian, Marchioness of, IV. 268. ^ 

Low spirits not to be indulged, II. 245. 

Lucan, its scenery. III. 323. 

Luttrel), Miss, reflections on her death, IV. 1$. 

Lynch, Dr. I. 13, 

Lyttelton, Lord, history of Henry II, III. 153. 

and his son. III. 329- 

* 1 George, Lord, his death, IV. S4. 

^- : — compared with Bolingbroke and 



Hume, IV. 93» • 

— . . . ■ Thomas, Lord, his dream, IV. !^48, 



M. 

Macaulay, Mrs. II. 26l ; III. 71. 

Macdonald, Sir James, character of, III. 87* His death, 301. 

Machiavel, opinion of, I. 22. 

Maclaurin, Mr. I, 294. 

^lainteiVon, Madame de, 11. 103. 

Jrlarriage, curious offer of, I. 199» 

I — good of, II. 31. 

*r act. III. 92. 

^|asquerade, dress for, I. 310, 311. 

Masquerade 



^ 



Masquerade, III. 3S7» 

Mauvake hontey ]!.. 80y. 9?. 

Blay-bugs, description of, I. 1^9. 

JVIilton, Newton's edition of, L.322. 

JMiftifkjs, Misses, III. l65. 

Misfortunes, domestic, 1V» 134, 206. 

Mob and riots, 111.113. 

Montagu, Mrs. II. 270 ; IV. 299- 

her talents in conversation, III. 245. 



her essay, IV. 10. 

Mr. Matthew, IV. 370. 



Montagu's, Lady Mary'Wortley, letters, HI. S3. 
Montaigne, Miss Talbot's opinion of, I. 39. 
Montfaupon, bis French an ti (pities, IL 58. 
Moon, reflections occasioned by, IV. 224. 
Moon-light, IV. ^1^ Sb- 
More, Mrs. Hannah, IV. 306, 
Morning after a st-orm, IV. 245^ 
Mosheim, III. 172, 174. 
Mounsey, Dr. anecdote of. III. Ill, 139. 
Mulso, Miss, I. 370, 373; H. 87, 238. 
Munchhaussen, Madame, III. 14. 
Music, its moral effect, I. 164, l69« 



..= ■ N. ..... 

Nature, human, observations on it, I. 118, • 
Nerves, weakness of, II. 156. ?» 
New year, good wishes on the. III. 2,52. 
Newcastle, Duke of, his sudden deafh, ill. 175# 
Noah, translation of. III. 156. 
Northbourn court, IV. 314. ;, , 

Odyssey, 
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O. 



Odyssey, criticitm on the, I. l67» 171< 
Old age, thoughts on, III. 120. 
Oratorios, thoughts on, II. 22& 
Ossian, III. 87. 



Pamela, an accurate judge, I. 20. 

Pantheon, IV. 52. Masquerade at, 57. 

Paris, letter from, IV. 321. 

Parodies, opinion of, I. 228, 235. 

Pascal, I. 280, 281. 285, 28fi, 2*0. 

Penn, Mr. III. 376. 

Peruvian Tales, III. 134, 13ff. 

Philip of Macedon, history of, by Dr. Uland, IIL 128t 1^ 

Philips, Con. II. 8$, 88. 

Philosophy, st< ic, II. 106. 

, .. principles of the stok, applied to Mts* Cttlier, 

I.32iS. 
Pkillipd, Mrs. Catherine, IL 366, 368. 
Pindar, West's translation of, L 358^ 362. 
^itt, Mrt. Anne, III. 37* ' 
Plun*work, I. 29* 
Plays, immorality of, I. 229» 235. 
'* Pleasures of Imagination," I. 51* 
Poems, Mrs. Carter^s, II. 289* 
Poison, reflections on its use in medicine^ III. 29i« 
Polish prisoners, L 59* 
Polnitz, bis memoirs, I« 171* 

Poor, the, employing them how far an act of charitj^ IV. 41. 
Pope, Warburton's edition o^ II. 46. 

?01. IT. C c Pope, 



Fope, Ills character, II. 46, 47. 

H:>rter, Mrs. quits the stage, I. '27. 

Portcus, Mr. III. 21. ; 

Pownal, Capt. his death, IV. 255. 

Poyntz, Mrs. park, description of, U. 34ff. 

Present time, proper enjoyment of, III, 121, 122. 

Prussia, King of. III. 218. 

Pulteucy, Mr. his generosity. III, 326. 



Qi 

Queen, character of, II. 385. 

• R. 



. i . 



1 



Races, Canterbury, 11.280. ' h. i ^ 

Radcfife,i Air. !». ii^, ' . , • i' : 

Rambler, the, I. 343, 348, 349, 35?, 37«;:II..73J 77. 

Ramsgate, sail to, I. 351. ^ 

Ranelagb, op^nln^'^ L 15. < . .« i 

Ranelagh, party there, 1.258. 

Reade, Miss, portrait ptfintier, m.. 11 $4^; ).<i'; .. 4 

Rebadeneira, traB&latioB bf,. lU. 144^ . 

Religion, productive of a commul^yi 6f,kitel«st^llILi3d&; 

IV. 63. i f . . - ^ 

Resignation, difference betveexr thlit and xkeerlulness^ 11. 

94, 95. ...... .,: 'i. : .'I .> ■ . , :»: • 

Rich, his correspondence with Quifi^ II#66», • -- : ' .; . r 

RichardsoOV JV!K. death df^Ifc 3)^1, 872- 
Riddle, French, 1.284. > , .. 

Right priudiples, force of, III.. 279*' , . 

Ri9fe irt 1780,. IY# 269. , 

Robert, Lady, her house>.ll.,307* > A i 

t 7 . Roderick 



Roderick Random, I. 262. 

Rooke, Mrs. I* 3* 

Room, description of Mrs. Carter's, IH. Sip. 

Rousseau, Jean-Jaques, III. 6S, 69. 

■ — I refutation of, JII. 275. 



— * compared with Hume, III. 304, 305« 



Rowe, Mrs. T. 290. 
Rutherforth, Dr. I. 107. 

Sans Souci, le Philosophic, II. 327, 330. 

Scene» change of recommended, II. 333, 334* 

Scripture, importance of, II. 211, 212. 

Sea, views of the. III. 321. 

Seeker, Abp., death of, III. 169. 

Sevign6 s letters, I. 70, 73y 88. 

Shaftesbury, Lord, his Essays, II. 187, 192i» 

Sharpe, Miss, IV. 212, 222, 267. 

Sherborn Castle, I. 293. 

Sherlock, his sermons, IV. 95. 

« Siris," I. 66. 

Sleep, gates of, IV. 323. 

Smelt, Mr. IV. 174. 

Smythe, Mrs. character of, III. 23. 

-, anecdote of, III. 109. 

Society, Ladies Charitable, IV. 9% 278. 

Somerset, Duchess of, II. 99* 

Sorrow, wrong indulgence of it, II. 262, 263. 

South-Lodge, IV. 295. 

Spectres, conviction arising from. III. 3l6. 

Spencer, Mrs. II. 324, 325. 

Spenser preferable to Ariosto, I. 41. 

Squire's, Mrs. scheme of the longitude, I. 35. 

C c 2 Stage-coach, 



Stage-coach, adventure in, L 178^ 301. 

Star-gazingy friendly to the imagination, III. 502» 

Sterne, his character, III. 334, 335. 

Stinton, Dr. III. 139*- 

Stonehenge, compared with Salisbury Cathedral^ IV* 259,^ 

Storms, thoughts on them. III, 226, 227* 

Sully, his Memoirs, II. 40, 41, 47^ 

Sunday, reflections on. III. 176. 

Sunninp,»iiU, description of, III. 187- 

Sun-rise, contemplation of, III. 132. 

Suspicious Husband, play of the, I. 199* 

Sutton, Miss, III. l63. 

Swift, Dean, his Life, 11.209; III. |38, 140, 142, I4&. 

Sylph, Mrs. Vesey, III. 288. 



T. 

Talbot, Miss, her last letter, III. 203. 

— — — — account of her death and burial, II L 205, 380. 



— thoughts arising from her death, IV* 5^^ 6. 



Tale, Oriental, by Dr. Hawkcsworth, 11. 364. 

Tancred and Sigismunda, I. 90^ d^** 

Tar-water, III. l63. 

Terence, I. 121. 

Thanet, Isle of, IV. 333. 

Thucydides, I. 80, 85* 

Thoughts on groMving old, IV. 319, 339. 

Tide, a prodigious high one. III. 33. 

Time, employment of it, I. 40 ; II. 51, 54, 84. 

proper use of it, II. 2l6, 217. 



w. 



- paces of, II. 350. 

- interruption of, I. 3^4. 
employment of it,. I. 174, 221, 222. 



Timf^ 



Time, proper employment of, HI. 13$. 

I'l ■ loss of. III. 189. 
Travellings its fatigues, religious rerflections on themi IV. 24* 
Trifles, their effect on the miud, III. 327^ 328. 
Tolly's philosophy, I. 34. 



V. 

Valosco, courage of, III. 20. 
Vanity, 11. 146, 149, 150. 
Venetian Ambassadress, I. 55. 
Vernon, Admiral, L 137* 
Vesey, Mrs., first letter to, IIL 213. 
Visits, pleasant ones. If. 322. 
Voltaire, his Merope, L 51. 
■ — — abhorrence of, IIL 228. 

Wakefield, Vicar of. III. 299- 

Wales, Frederick, Prince of, II. 18, 19. 

■■ ■ ■■ Princess of, her funeral, IV. 51. 

Walking, III. 249, 265. 

Walpole, Mr. his book, III. 331. 

Walwyn, Dr. I. 108, XQ9. 

War, proclami^tion of, IL 234. 

Warning, difference between partiodar and generalf tV. 17* 

Weather, discontent about it condemned. III. 150* 

Westminster*Hail, trials in, 1. 159; U- 321, 322« 

West-Langdon church, IV. 150. 

West-Wycombe church, IV. 149. 

Whitehead, Paul, I. 94. 

Wilket, 



Wilkes, Mr. anecdote of, III. QQ, 

' fined, III. 162. 

Williams, Mr. Fairy Tale, III. 135. 

^ Mrs, Anne, II. 231. 

Wilson, Mrs. III. 145. 

Winchelsea, Lord, IV. 22. 

Wingham Housf, IV. 159. 

World, how far to be loved, I. 291* 

■ natural and moral, present compared with its original 

appearance, III. 289* 
Wright, Thomas, 4. 1, 27, 107. 

Y. 

Yorke, Mr. Charles, his resignation. III, 76. 
Young's Night Thoughts, I. 68, 74. 
Yvery, history of the family, I. 32. 

Zaide, III. 13S. 
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Books prmted for V. C. and !• Rivington, 
No. 62, St. Paul's Church Yard. 

1. A Few remaining Copies of MRS. CARTER'S and 
MISS TALBOT'S LETTERS, with MRS. CARTER'S 
LETTERS to MRS, VESEY, handsomely printed in Two 
large Volumes in Quarto, in a uniform size with MRS. 
CARTER'S MEMOIRS, Price, in Boards, £3 3s. 

2. MR. PENNINGTON'S MEMOIRS of the LIFE of 
MRS. CARTER, with her POEMS, &c. The Second 
Edition, in Two large Volumes, Octavo, Price, in Boards^ 

^I IS. 

3. MRS. CARTER'S TRANSLATION of the \(^ORKS 
of EPICTETUS, from the original Greek, a new Edition, 
in Two Volumes, Octavo, Price, in Boards, i6s. 

A few Copies remain of the Quarto Edition, Price, in 
Boards, £1 iis. 6di. 

4. The WORKS of the late Miss CATHERINE TALBOT, 
firft published by the late MRS. ELJZ ABETH CARTER, 
and now republished, with fome few additional Papers : To- 
gether with Notes and Illustrations, and some Account of her 
Life. In One large Volume, Octavo, Price, in Boards, 9s. 
or on fine Paper, Price I2s, 

The REFLECTIONS on the SEVEN DAYS of the 
WEEK, may be had feparately. Price is. or on common 
Paper for distribution at 6d. or 5s. a do^^en. 
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